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The Preacher fought ro finde out acceptable words, and that 
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CNS CHING 


The Chriſtians Admiſſion and foundation 
in Gods houſhold, 


The Text, EPnss. 2.19,20,21,22. 
Yee are n8 more ſtraugerr ana forremers, but fellow Citizens 


with the Saints, and of the hauſhold of God : 

e Ard are built vpon the foundation of the ApoFiles and Pro- 
phets , Teſws Chrift himſelfe being the chiefe corner 
ſtone, ec. ; 


ET SSTeT7]wvoſio opinn'eTs! 


The Chriſtians Guide to a wile 
Conuerſation, 


ErHnsS.5.15,16. 
T ake heede that yee walke circumſpeftly ; net as ſooles but 


a wiſe: 
Redeeming the time : for the dayes are exill, 


DEESHSEESES 


The ſhort proſperitie of the wicked, and the 
Happy eſtate of the I'vsT:. 


PSAL.37435,36,37- 
I hage ſcene the wighed in great power : and ſpreading him- 
felfe like 4 —_— B ay-tree. 


Tet hee paſſed away, and loe hee was not : yea, Iſought him, 


but he conld not be fonnd. 


HMarke the perſet man,and behold the vpright : for the end | 


of that nean is peace. 
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EF OOD Reader: the ſubſtance | 
LS | of theſe Sermons was long 
1 (i fince preached by a reuerend | 
> &@KI ©) and learned Deane, Door 
| Eedes Deane of Worceſter , which being 
given mein ſundry broken and caſt papers 
after his death, 1 peruſed at my times of | 
 leaſure; and perceiuing they might be of | 
vieto many by Printing, 1 was very vnwil- 
lingto engroſe them for priuate vſe from | 
publique benefit, And that made mee thus | 
roſetthemtogether as 1 could, with ſome | 
ſupply where any thing was wanting, and 
| where the reading was troubleſome, with | 
| ſome” ſmall akeration, Thou haſt them | 
(therefore ) not altogether as they were | 


Az preachied, | 
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preached, bur as [ could copie them from il 
- the Authorsfirſt lines. They concerne the 
times weliue nas direQly and particularly 
as if they Had bin fer vnto them by the | 
| Preacher, If any thing, hereſet downe,may | 
| (any whit) further thywalking in the way of | 
| | grace, I thinke my labour this way well paid | 
for, God bleſle thy reading inthis,and other | 


| | good Bookes, ſpecially in the Booke of 
\ | God, for which Ipray, who am 


N 


EW 7 | 
| y | 
| | 


Thine inthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 


| | is 
\ 
RoBERT HORN, 
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CHRISTIANS 
ADMISSION 
into the houſhold of 


God, and his founda- | 
tion in the ſame, 


EPHnEs, 2.19,20,21,22, | 


Yee are no more ſtrangers and forreiners, but fellow Citi« 
zens with the Saints, and of the houſhold of God : 

eAnd are built upon the foundation of the eApoitles and | 
Prophets, Teſus Chriſt himſelfe being the chiefe corner 

one, 

In whom all the building fitly framed together, groweth vnto 
an holy Temple un the Lord : 

In whom you alſo are builded together for an habitation of 
God through the ſpirit. 


BF £ © are no more flrangers and for- 
4g reimers, but Citizens, ec. Great 
P ' was the goodneſle of God in crea- | 
NR ting,great in continuing the world 
for mans ſake: his power inthe 
one, was more then the wi/eſt of 
74: the world could expreſle : his loue 
inthe other, is more then the beſt 
of- Chriſtians can conceiue : but 
neither was the creation of the world more then the eletti- 
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ox of his Church; nor the continuing of the one, which is 
oreat, beyond the preſeruation of the other, which is grea- 
reſt, It was much that he created the world vf »orhing,more 
| that heredeemed itof nothing : the one he did for vs,when 
| we were h:/5 owne, and that without coſ? : the other, when | 
| | we were hizexemies, but not without the death of his onely | 
i ſonne. Therefore, how much the greater a bencfit it was 
that God ſhould /aze vs, then that he ſhould make vs,that 
we ſhould be bore anew,then that we ſhould be borae ;10 
| much the better it were for vs not to be borze, then nor to 
"1 | bechoſen; and not to be, then not to be of his Church. 
| ! Wherein, howſocuer [acob had a priniledge, and /ndah 
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| the prerogariue; ſo that they wereichoſex as the Lillie be- 

| forethe flowers of the field,as the heepe before all the beaſts 

; of the earth, as the Finebefore all the rrees of the Foreſt, 

| as the Doxe before all the b5rds of the are, and as his pe- 

| culiare people before all the 2 ations of the wor {4 : yet was 

| the benefit to the Gentiles no eſſe, and the mercy of God, 

; tothem, a great deale more, that they which were no peo- 
£ ; ple ſhould bee called a holy people, and which were wild 
| by nature, ſhould o grace , become naturall and legi- 

| timate branches in the true Olive, which is the Church 

; of God. | 
For which cauſe the Apoſile, inthis place, commendeth 
; tothe Epheſians, and, in them, to vs,not onely the eſtate of | 
| their calling in Chrift, but the ground and end thereof in | 
| him, Inthe ſpeaking whereof, that I goe no farther then 
the words lead me ; three things may well and chiefely be 
obſerued : as firſt, the calling of the Gentiles : ſecondly, 
their foundation, being called : and thirdly, their building 
vp. In their calling wee are to conhider from whence, and 
wo whar they were called : intheir foundation, by whom, 
and ypon whom they were laid : and in their building vp, 
how and to what end they were built. They were called 
| from being ſtrangers and forreiners,to be citizens with the | 
Saints, and of the houſhold of God, They were laid by 
the Prophets, and Apoſtles, vpon Chrift : and they did | 
grow ; forthe manner, as coupled together, and for the 
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end, to bee a holy Temple in the Lord, and the habitation 
of God by the ſpirit. 

For the firſt : there is no one thing that doeth more 
mooue a man, to conſider what hee is, then to remember 
what hee was. So great a light to our judgements, doerh 
this light of comparing our {elues, with our ſelues, bring, | 
and ſo deepe an impreſſion in our kearts, doeth the con- 
ſcience of thar which is. paſt being ſer to the preſent, make. 
For, as there is no miſery greater, then to haue beene 
happy : ſo1s ir not the lealt parc of happineſle to remem- 


ber that we haue beene miſerable. e Adam, the better hee 
was in Paradie, the worle hee was out : contrarily, the | 
Gentiles, the further they were from the Couenant pro- | 
mile, the greater was thcir benefit in it. And therefore, | 
as the Church of Epheſus was hidden to remember from 
whence ſhee was fallen, epoc. 2.5. that, remembring her 
great fall, ſhe might ſorrow, and bee more aſhamed, then 
if ſhe had neuer becne mounted fo high,in that Ry 
the Apoſtle (there) calleth her firſt loue, verfe 4. ſo (here 


| 
$ 


tlie Epheſians ate bidden to remember, to what they wete | 


raiſed, as from being Gentiles i3 the flefh, and ftrangers in 
Iſrael, ro bee werſhippetrs in ſpirit, and of the Iiracl of | 
God, that they might thinke more highly of char excellent | 
eſtate, to which they were ca!led, and in him that called | 
them,cndeuour to walke more worthy of it. For alchough | 
health bee v.elcome «Gall men, yer to them it 15 euer moit | 
welcome, that haue bezne molt ficke,and though peace bc |} 
euer ſcaſonable, yet neuer more then after Warre : ſo the 
grace of God, though it cannot come amiſle to any ; yec 
where ſinne hath abounded, there it aboundeth muca 
more. Ko. 5. 20, 


| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 


And ( therefore ) not without good cauſc, the Apoſile, | 


in this place,deſcribing the vocation of the Genrtiles,doett 
(as a:ſo in the beginning of the Chapter ) pur them firſt in 
minde of that eſtate from which they were called, nor to 


looke backe, as L-ts wife ro Sodom : Gern.19. and fome 1f- | 


raclices to the fl:ih-pors of Egypt; buc that, by looking 
into the miſcrie of theic fiſt foule condition , they might 
B 2 be 
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aſe- 
neſſe of their old man, might more petficly (ge ang admire 


the excellent worthineſſe, of their new eltate in! Chriſt, 
Further, if it pleaſed God, when hee had brought his peo- 
ple out of Egypt,& was about to bring them into Canaan, 
ro make that their deliuery our of Egyprt ſo great a benefit, 
as that at the giuing of the Law, hee tooke it for a peece 
of his file, ſaying ; / the Lord that brought thee out of the 
Laxd of «/£gypt : andit afterward, hauing brought them 
out ot Babylon, he would bee remembred by the name of 
that God,that delivered them iromthc land of the North, 
that is, from the Babylonian yoake, as being a worke of to 

reat ſaluation. /er.16.15.How can it be, but that he would 
_ vs, who are called co a better inheritance, and from 
greater dangers, to bee lo nuch the more mindfull of our 
old eſtate, by how much wee are delivered froma blacker 
darkenefle then that of Egypt, and a more terrible priſon, 


then that of Babylon ? For beſides the naturall infection 


of our firſt parents, whereby (with all mankinde) our 
ſoules and bodies were made the veſlels of corruption,and 
our perſons the bond-ſlaues of finne; and b:fides that, by 
them, the image of God was defaced in vs, and we depri- 
ucd of all good thereby, it was added, inthe ſecret, but 
uſt judgement of God, to this milery of our loſt eltate, 
that our farther ſhould bee an Amorite, and our mother an 
Hittite : that, 14 our natinite, when wee were borne, onr 
zauell to1eld not be cut : that, no eye ſhs:1ld piize V5, and that 
we ſhoald be ca/t ont in the open field, to th: contempt of onr 
perſon, the day that we were borne, Ezech. 6.2,..5. Alſo 
that wee ſhould bee as the Aſownraines of Gilboa, vpon 
which muſt zerther come deaw. ny rains; 2 Sars.t. 21, that 
15, neicher 4-4w of grace, nor y.217e ©! rigtreouſneſſe, For, 
(almoſt) tor toure thouſand yeeres, none of the tatnefſe of 
Hcaucn fell ypon the {oile of the Gentiles : a little [pr:nk- 
ling there was vbon Aelcir/edech, Tethro, 1b, the peo- 
ple of N:niue, and ſome others, but rhe fruitful raine f2!1 
vpon tte nelds of Ifracl,and God watered his own garden 
onely, not voutchlaing any of his influences to the com- 
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mon fields of the Heathen. And chey 7 ( generally) ate in 
darkenefſe, ſaue that here and there God opened the eyes, 
now of one, and then of another, who ſaw the light, 
though more darkely, then the children of the light did. 
| Thertable was for liraclites, and not for Canaanites; yet 
ſome crummes fell from the table of the children, at one 
time, to a Canaanite a woman of ſingular faith, at another 
time ro a woman, conuerted at [acobs well, and other- 
whiles to ſundry others, both men and women, ſtrangers 
from the knowledge, and loue of the true God : neuerthe- 
leſle, there were not many ſuch, till the wall of partition 
| was broken downe, and men might as eaſily haue num- 
| bred them, as a man may a poore mans ſheepe. All the 
reſt of the Heathen were in palpable darkeneſle, and igno- 
ye, gruen wp to range luſts, and altenes from the pro- | 
miſe of life. 

Which theugh they did leaſt feele, that had moſt cauſe, 
( becauſe as euery man is furtheſt from the knowledge of 
that happineſſe which is in Chriſt, the further hee is from 
the acknowledging of his owne great miſery withour 
him, ) yet there was no man piucn vp to fo reprobate a 
| minde, 'but that by the Diuine light of his darke nature,he 
might perceiue and ſee, that hee wanted figge lJeaues to 
couer his nakednefle, know ledge to direct himin his blind 
w ay,ability to ſtrengthen him in his weake apprehenfions, 
and that in himſelte (as of himſelfe) it were an endlefle la- 
bour to ſeeke for, and finde true happineſſe. And thoſe 
' wants of nature, as they made them by nature fearefull, fo 
; did their feare ingender i in them a kinde of reuerence, to 
worſhip wharſocuer they thought was able to helpe them, 
as not onely the Sunne and Moone (which they mzde their 
Gods) bur whatſocuer was more vnworthy the name 


of God. 
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Wee read of Columbus, 2 ile that when in the 

| | Welt Indyes he could not obraine viftuals for his army, of 

acerzaiae people that worſhipped the Moone, he vied this 

| ſratageme. Fore-ſecing by Alironomie that an eclipſe 
would ſhortly be, 3c th reatned them that vnleſle they did | 


* relecuc 
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relecuc his army by fuch a day and houre, hee would re- | 
| mooue their god out of Heauen, Which though they 
made light of when they heard it, yer, becaulc even light | 
E- things, 11 ſo great a matter were not to be neglected, they | 


waired both for the day and houre, that he had ſpoken of, | 
and finding the face of the Moone then to bee darkened, 


though chat he had power {as hee ſaid) to remooue their 


þ 
| 
| God : and therefore, beſides that they made almoſt a god 
| of him, they yealded not their victuals onely ro his army, 
i} but themſclues to his goucrnement, 
ll | Thar which Colxmbas found inthe god of thoſe Indians, 
| | 

| 
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| may be thought of the other gods of the Heathen ; what 
| 2ffiance ſoeuer they pur in tzem,there is atime when they | | 
will bce eclipſed. To this opinion of falſe gods that was 
; 1oyned ( ordinarily) great wickedneſle of life, and fo, as 
there was nethivg {ſo vile and wicked, that at one time or 
| other, by ſome one or other of that blind world of Gen- 
14 tiles, was not made lawfull. But to bury them, fpeciallyrbe | 
| prophaner ſort cf them, in their owne mire, a:'d notto | 
{peake more of them among Chriſtians; let vs examine | 
| whether the light of reaton, which the more ciuill people | 
among them did liuein, bee not mcere darkeneſie. For 
which of tem did euer goe ſo farre with the ſharpneſle of |! 
| their wit, and reach ſo high, or wade ſo deepe with the | 
ripeneſle of their iudgement, as to come (1 doe not fay)to | 
| the knowledge of the true, and great God, whonn (as it 1 
| written of Sz»20n:des ) the more they ſought, the leſſe they 
found:but that euen in thoſe things which they moſt ſtugi- 
| 


ed, might not juſtly fay, that the greaceſt part of that they 
knew, was the leaſt of that they knew not? And as for ho. 
neſty and yertue, whereof they opened the ſchovle, ( be- 
fides that, moſt of rhem who ſpak? as though they hated 
vice, did liuve as though they hated vertue;) it was the 
iudgement of chole (whoſe judgement was moſt receijued) 
that the nature of good, and of that which we call honeſ?}, | 
| was not ſo much in deed, as in opinion, and cuftomne, Yer, 
| could they nor deny that to be true which T#/ly, in one of 
| his bookes de nature Deor. Of the nature of Heathen 


GE A ul BAL 4 bf; a.T « | tt gods, | | 


”_— mm. ag oa -.-- -w 


a” cr” +, © --- FE A. X72 
by 
_ F + ao kkKE SE. Wt... 


vt De. 


4 — Mm CE EE Cy” 


"5 


EE rn mr rn nn te ent em nm ns en 


. EIS —— ” CTC 


— 


Oe "ou 
— U —_— = W— — — 


Py" PE 
«can. th 


4 


| 


| 


A — 
- 
0" I 


but not without great helpe of reaſon. Neither could they 
but erre jn other matters, waoerred ſo much in that, which 
w:'$chiefe, to wit, the end of mans life, as that there were - 
ſcarce two found cf one opinion. | 

But wee , vpon whom it hath pleaſed God, in the 
riches of his mercy, to ſhed the beames of hislouing and 
bright countenance, and to lighten the darkenefſe of our 
reaſon, with the day-ſtarre of his grace, haue learned out 
of the ſchoole of Chriſt, that the naturall man, ( whoſe 
members are weapons of ynrighteouſneſſe, and fooliſh 
heart i3 full of darkenefle, Rom.1.21.) docth not perceiue | 
the things ofthe ſpirit of God : 1 Cor.2.14. And ſeeking, 
wee haue found, that his life is vanitie, his vnderſtanding 
blindneſſe, his judgement opinion, his reaſon fooliſhneſle, 
and his being in the World, bur a kind of being in a Wil- 
derneſſe, wherein hee is eſtranged from the Citie of the li- 
uing God, Por euer ſince hee was, not onely, caſt out of ! 
the garden of God, but kept out by the Cherubim, Geze. * 
3-24. hee hath beene a ſtranger to Heauen, hauing had no | 
other acceſle or entrance thereunto, then it hath pleaſed | 
him, that cat him out, to giue him by effeCtuall vocaticn. 

Now what it is, in this ſenfe, ro bee a ſtranger, or bani- 
ſhed man, to be denied the priuiledges, and libertie of our 
naturall ſoile, and to goe exile, into flat Atherſme,and op- 
poſition to the true God, it may bee ſomewhat diſcerned 
by the bitter, and heauy dayes that goe ouer their heads, 
who are bur put out of their earthly countrey by Tyrants, 
and but for ſome ſhort time, The naturall affe&ion, thar 
cuery man feeles toward his owne countrey, and proper 
home, may ſufficiently teach vs «what it is to bee ſtrangers, 
from our countrey of Heauen, and not for a ſhort time, or 
life, bur for euer, In other baniſhments, wee may finde 
ſome rem2dy, one place to vs, may be as good as another, 
and we are ( all) Socrates his countrey men, that is, (as be 
was wont to ſay ) Citizens of the World, and therefore 


baniſhed but out of one part of our countrey, into ano- 
ther: | 


— oth = 


\ ther: buthee that is thruſt out of this Citie, 1s thruſt « out of 


"The Chriſtians admiſsion, 


all, and though he dwell in the faireſt Cities ofthe World, 
yet doerth he bur liue the life of one that wanders in a Wil- 
derneſie, and hathno Citie to dwell in, 

Againe, whereas in other baniſhments, we are denied 


but a temporall freedome, and ſuffer onely the lofle of 
| goods and liuings, in this our baniſhment from heauen 


we are put froman euerlaſting freedome, and looſe, not vn- 
this ſort life, but the /ife that endureth ener, the life of 
our exile for righteouſneſle, and fo, wee (the baniſhed ) 


robe caſt out of Heauen, is worthy to be caſt out; and, in 
the puniſhment of it ſelfe, what good conſcience can re- 
leexe vs, when it is iut, and deſerued ?. And now, as the 


ſed, is miſerable enough, ſecing they are denied the libertie 
that is ſo much worth ; ſo is their miſery doubled by this, 
that they haue made themſclues worthy of it, being depr:- 
xed of the glory of God,becauſe they hane fmnned, Rom.3.23, 
partly by not v1derſtanding, which was the darkeneſſe of 
their minde, & partly (but principally)by nor ſeeking after 
God, which was the frowardneſle of their will,and becauſe 
they would haue it ſo. Rom. 3. 11. For, they gaue them- 
ſelues oner ro worke all vncleaneneſſe, enenwith greedineſſe. 
| Epheſ-4.19. 

But, what this is we ſhall better vnderſtand, if we exa- 
| mine thoſe titles, with the which thee Lpoſle,in this Chap- 
ter,doth deſcribe & /i/e thoſe Chriſtians, that were Ger-= 
tiles : where, hee callech chem ( firft) Gemles 1» the fleſh, 
Epheſc2.11. which name, though it were acommon name 
tothe Nations of the Earth, yet was it (now ) and was 
holden a name of as great reproach to them of Gods cxrse, 


as the name of Barbarian to a Grecian, and the name of 
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certaine, bur rrwe riches; nor ſome remporall, but an erey- | 
all inheritance, nor liuing onely, bur /ife allo; and not 


faluation, and the bleſſed /rfe of the Saints in glory. And | 
where in other caſes, our baniſhment may bee vniuſt, and | 


may haue, for the ſupply of our »atzrall ſoile, the pleaſant : 
paradiſe of our good conſcience to walke ix : in this caſe, | 


ate of them, who are ſtrangers from the cirre of the bleſe. | 


| 


| 
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| 


| 
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Turke to a (hriftian, The reaſon was, the Gentiles were 
great /dolaters; and the things which they ſacrificed, 
they did /acrifice to Demis, = not to God. 1 Cor. 10.20. 
Alſo, for that world of wickedneſſe which they were g:uen 
| Unto, it was ſuch, as mght not bee named, that is, which 

they could not ſpeake of for ſhame. 1 Cor.5.1. And when 
our Sariour Chriſt would put them to the worſt, that 
would not heare theChurch,the worft name he gaxe them, | 
as the worſt, that could be giuen them, was the name of a 
Heathen : CMat.138. 17. 

So the eApoFle, in this Epiſtle, exhorting theſe 
Epheſians to watch oxer their lives, and themſelues with 
| ſome care and diligence , forbids them to walke 4 other 
| Gentiles, that is as the wortt ſort of men. Epheſ:4.17. No | 
lefſe opprobrious was the name that the e Apoſtle gaue 
them inthe ſecond place, Epheſc2.21. by calling them the 
vncircumciſion; it being the marke, by which they were 
diſtinguiſhed and knowne, from Gods peculiar people. 
And therefore it'is ſaid, that no ſtranger that 17vncircum- 
ciſed in heart, or uncircumciſed in fleſh ſhall enter 1nto 
the Santtrary of God; accounting all to be rangers from 
God, and Gods peculiar mheritance, that are ſuch, Ezech. 
44- 9. For this cauſe, doeth Daxid call Golyah the yncir- 
cumciſed Philiſtin : 1 Sam. 17. 26. and Saul defired his 
Armour-bearer to kill him, leaſt hee ſhould fall into the 
hands of the vncircumciled Philitims : 1 Sam.31.4. and 
Steen drawing a Metaphore from hence, eL#.7. 51. cal- 
leth the deſperate Iewes, men of yncircumciſed hearts and 
eares. Thirdly, he calles them (whenthey were Heathen) 
men without {r:/?; Epheſc2.1 2. that is, without the hope 
and grace of the bleſſed Seed in Chriſt : and not fo onely, 
buc alienes from the common Wealth of Iſrael; that is, 
| from the externall profeſſion, and outward fellowſhip of 
| the(Harch; and thereby, ſtrangers from the Couenant of 
Promiſe, becauſe they knew not his judgements, P/a/m. 
147. 20. 
| And hereof enſueth, that which is reckened in the laſt 
place, that they were not (onely) without hope; becauſe 

without 
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without the Law,and Word, in which were the Promites, 
by which Hope is perfited ; but without God in the 
World, becauſe without {brij#, by whom, and by whom 
(onely we know him.) Thus by their names, we {ce their 
deedes, as we ſcea faceinaglaſſe, Their wiſedome, was 
but the wiſedome of the fleſh, and they did fiane inthe 
belt things, that they beſt did, For, they had nor faith, and 
without it, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God : Heby.1 1.6. the 
Scripture fajth ſo, though the Church of Rome {ay orher- 
wayes, becauſe they would eſtabliſh, if not the freedome 
of Mans will, yer, at the leaſt, the pureneſle of their impure 
naturals, thereby. And therefore wee ſay with Saint e#- 
e#ſtine, that virtntes Gentium quadam maole animi ita 
deleFftant, vt eos, inquibus fucrint, vellemus precipue ab 
infernt cractatibus liberar; , niſraliter ſenſus humanus, alt- 
ter Creator inſtitia ſe haberet : the vercues of the Gen- 
tiles for a certaine good intent they ſceme to beare, doe fo 
delight vs, that wee could wiſh them free from Hell tor- 
ments, but that there is one reaſon of mans thinking, and 
another of the Diuine iuſtice, For, it the regenerate and 
belecuers themſelues, while they are at home in the body, 
are abſcnt from the Lord, 2 { orenth.5.6. how can they bee 
neere him, that are not yetcalled, and whoſe cſiate, in re- 
ſpe of their ſauage life, is compared toadeſert, and the 
men 1n it, to Dragons and Oftriches in the wildern:iſe ? 
[ob 50. 29. 

And who are called, in the Scripture , not workers 
bur teruants of vnrighteouſnefle ? And nor ficke, but dead 
in finncs, and treſpaſſes? And not people of God, bur 
childrenof wrath ? And giuea vp, notto the darkeneſſe, 
but blindneſſe of their vnderfiandings? To wa'ke in all, 
not wantonneſle onely, but ynclear:cneſſe ; not through 
infirmitie of nature, bur with greedineſſe of will and af- 
tection ? Which being fo, and a greete deale worle then 
cither the tongue of man can expreſie, or his heart con- 
ceiue, my words, nay my thoughts arc {waliowed vp wich 
the due conſideration of this firſt benefit, being the new- 
dicth of our Chriſtianitic, that wee are no more:firangers, 
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and no more forrainers ; and yet, what is this to that 

which now fo!lloweth, that we ſhould become. | 
Citizens with the Saints , and of the honſehold of God ? 
Though theſe ewo are coupled together,with ſo neceſſary 
a chaine of coherence, that he who leaues to be a ſtranger, 
beginnes to be a Citizen, and hee that is no more a forrai- 
ner, is foorthwith one of the houſhould of God ; yet, as 
God, when hee paſſed by and ſaw his Church, in her in- 
fancy, polluted in her owne blood, thought it not enough 
to waſh her with warer, and to annoint her with oyle, 
ſ>reading ouer her his $kirts of loue to couer her filthines ; 
bur cloathed her with Silkes, and decked her with Iewels, 
and other beautifull ornaments, that ſhee might grow into 
a Kingdome; Ezech.16.8,9.12, 13. So, though it were 
much t2atGod ſhould take from vs the cuils of our old 
eſtate, yer he thought it not enough, ynleſſe hee gaue and 
adorned vs with the riches of our new calling;4nd though 
it were an exceeding preat benefit , and more then wee 
could hope for, to bee deliuered from being any longer 
rangers and forrainers ; yet, hee t!-at js rich in giuing, 
would not here ſtay, as if he had done enough, vnlefle hee 
had (alto) made vs Citizens with his owne houſhold 
people, and of his owne family , and peculiar charge, 
Where,ifthe diſproportion betweene God and man ſeeme 
ſo great, as that it muſt needes ſceme a hard matter, for 
fleſh and blood to conceive, how God ſhould giue fo vile 
a creature as man, ſo worthy an eſtace, as of being a Citj- 
zen with his Angels, and houthold people, let vs know 
that, as Alexander told a private mezne perſon, to whom 
hee gaue a whole Cirtie, that though it were beyond the 
proportion of his eſtate, yer he ſhould conſider, nor what 
hee was to take, but what became tim to giue: forhis be- 
nefit, ( which is great indeed ) is to be meaſured with the 
yard of the giuer, and not by the baſeneſle of vs on whom 
it is beſtowed : and that (here) it was confidered,not what 
wee deſerued to recciue, but what ffood with Gods good 
pleaſureto giue, withour deſert, to vs that haue recejued 
{fo much : the rather, becauſe he who 1s rich in mercy,holds 
CY him- 
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himſelfe to be neither rich nor great, except he make vs 
rich in receits, and himſelfe great, by giuing to vs : there- 
fore, he is ſaid to make vs worthy of that eſtate to which he 
calleth vs.And yer further(which maketh the benefit great 
in it ſelie greater to vs) we are not onely admitted into 
this Citie, as free-Denifons, but adopted into the family 
as Sonnes, and ofthe houſhold of God. Neither are we 
ſonnes onely by (ſucb) adoption, but heires, yea, fellow 
heires with Chriſt, Befides, in the manner of our adopti- 
on, wee haue no ſmall aduantage : for, whereas men 
doe rather finde them fit whom they adopt into their 
houſe, then make them ſo : to bee adopted in Chriſt; 
is to bee made worthy , inhim, of the inheritance to 
which we are called, and with the gift of the ſonne is ioy- 
ned the grace of new-birth. Sothe Apoſtle; Whom he fore- 
knew, them he predeFftinated to be made conformable to the 
image of hu Soune, that he might be the firſt borne among 
many brethren, Roms. 8.29. and therefore, God did nor 
onely make vs ſonnes, but make vs ficto be ſonnes in an 
inheritance that fadeth not,reſerued in heauen for ys. 


Apaine, whereas adoption among men, takes effect 
onely by ſucceſſion, and ſo as the adopted doth not ſuc- 
ccede inthe inheritance, till he be dead that adopted him : 
he that is adopted to this ſpirituall inheritance of Saints, is 
preſently poſſeſſed of it with him that gaue it. To this may 
be added that notable ſaying of Saint + Laftin, hereditas 
n qua Chrifts coheredes ſums, non minuitur multitudine 
fillorum,nec ſit anguſtior numeroſitale cohereaum;ſed tanta 
eſt multis,quanta paucts,tanta ſingults,quanta omnibius;that 
is, the inheritour of Chriſt is neither diminiſhed by the 


| multitude of ſonnes, nor made narrower by the number 


of heires; but it is as great to many as to few, and as much 
to euery one as it is toall : for, ſince the Lord did enlarge 
the place of kis tents, and ſpread out the curtaines of his 
habitations,the Churches in which he d welleth with glo- 
ry, E/ay 54-2. ftince he remoued the wall of partition, and 
opened the doore of faithtothe Gentiles, there hath bin 


| no reſpeReither of Tew or Gentile, bond or free, maleor 
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| the Lord God is ſunne and ſhield ynto them; their ſunne 
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female, but of anew creature : which,as it cannot be with- | 
out God the Father, ſo neither can it ſtand withont the 
Church the Mother ; more then he may haue Chriſt to be 
his head, that is not a member of his body, the Church, 


And this carrieth ſuch a neceſſity with it, that as there was 


On ne 


nant : ſo, neither is there any liberty without this Citie, 
nor inheritance bur in this family : to which neceſſity there 
commeth this dignitie, as it were recompence; that this 


Citieis the fellowſhip of Saints, and this fellowſhip of | - 


Saints the very houſhold of God. And, whatgreater pre- 
rogatiue ; ſeeing that, hereby, he who dwelleth aboue the 
heauens vouchſafeth to haue an habitation ypon his foot- 
ſtoole, theearth ; and by ſuch aconſociation with his peo- 
ple, to ynite the true members of this earthly houſe ro 
that Ieruſalem , which is aboue, and free, the mother of 
vs all? 

And,albeit there be in this Citie (many times) enemies 
as well as friends, and firangers as Citizens ; alſo,veſſe/s of 
honour and diſhononr, children of promiſe and children of 
wrath ; yet of this Citie there arenone, nor of this houſe, 
bur they that are ſealed with the bloud of the Lambe, and 
with the word of his teſtimony to newneſle of life, and to 
be holy, and without blame before him im loue, Epheſ.1.4.. 
who, becaule they arethe true members and liuely parts 
of this ſpirituall habitation of God, theretore,and for their 
ſakes, it is called the C:tie of the Saints, and houſyold of 
faith; and by Dauid the Prophet, the congregation of the 
inſt,Þſal.t11.1. the benefit whereof, howlecuer they that | 
little know doe leſſe regard, yet they that haue any feeling 
of the Spirit mult needes confeſle, and ſay with the ſame 
Prophet ; that they are bleſſed that may dwell in thu houſe ; 
and that{ for the time )oxe day in thoſe Comrts is more worth 
then a thouſand yeares elſewhere, Pſal.84. 4-10. yea, here, 
they will wiſh rather to be doore-keepers, that is meaneſt 
in office, and lealt in place, then to be great or higheſt in_ 


the tabernacles of wickeaneſſe, ver.to, the reaſon is; here, | 
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in the wiſts of aduerfitie, and their ſhield of defence in 
trouble, ver.11. here they may behold the beantie of the 
Lord, is to ſee his goodnefle in the face of Chriſt : and to 
be ſatisfied with hu pleaſures, is to receine of hu falneſſe, 
that grace or meaſure of grace that cauſeth true joy, and 
bringeth entire and ſound comfort with it to the perplex- 
ed ſpirit of man : both which imply a _ of ony vile 
eſtate, and (as it were) anew birthin it; by the which 
not onely the blinde eyes of eur vnderſtandings arc ope- 
ned, and the o/d m2an caft off with his workes ; but our hard 
hearts are {oſtncd to the will of God, and the rew man 
raiſed ypinvs to righteouſneſſe and true holincfſe, in the 
| obedience of faith according to the Goſpel]. 

'T bey that thus behold the beantie of the Lera, are no 
| langer m darknefle ; for ip hzs /zght, ſprll we ſee light : and, 
| as it fared with the children ot Ifracl, who had light in 
thcir quarters, when the reſt of Egypt was coucred with 
palpable darknefle : ſo, howloeuer the Prince of darke- 


nefle doth calt a milt of errour, and fpread a cloud of jg. ' 
norance ypon the childrenof ynbelicfe; yer the Sunne of 


rightcoutneſle, in this Citic of his ſpirituall Iſracl, and in 
the proper horizon of the children of fanth,ſhall make con- 
tinuall day-light; fo ſcartering all clouds, miſts, and ouer- 
caſtings, that no night ſhall be therein, neither any going 
downe of the Sunne, Eſay 60.20, whict: Sunre, becauſe he 
ſhinerh in our mindes, and giuerh his word to this Cie, 
as his beames in our hearts; therefore would he haue ys 
to frame our lelues tothis cleare light of the Goſpel, which 
is preached to vs, aud ts walke as 1n the day; furniſhed 
with the armour of the hght in the true knowledge of the 
{ame Goſpell, with faith and found obedience, and war- 
ring againſt the darkneſſe of our ignorance, and the Frince 
thereof, 1o as we may be calledno lorger ) darknefle,bur 
light in the Lord, Fph.5.8. And theretore the Church, in 
the Rexel/attion, 15 laid tobe cloathed withthe Synnc, 21d to 
| haue the Alone vader her feet, Apoc, 10.t. lo the inhabi- 
tants in the Church mult be cloathed with Chriſt and his 
| workes; and tread downe the world and his vanities, as 


cons 
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conteryptible things. They thr doe fo, that is, put on 
Chriſt, doe fully, by char faith they haue in him, "caioy all 
the liberties and whole freedome of this Cirtie : as that 
there ſhall be no condemnation to them, Rom.8.1. that all 
things, cuen their very finnes and the diuel|,their tempter 
to (inne, ſhall! worke to the beſt for them: that they haue 
the right of ſonnes, and by ſuch right, a lawfull intereſt 
to Chriſt and his merits : thatthe hand-writing or obliga- 


| tion of Laiwes that was againſt them, is done away, and an 


acquittance ſealed to them in his bloud and death, who 
rookevprheirbond, and (as a booke vtterly cancelled } 
faltned it to his Croſle, neucr to be of force any more; 


that they behold a moſt ſeuere Iudge in the face of a Saui- 
our, and by him may challenge their generall pardon, in | 
his death : that they haue free acceſſe to God the Father by- 


Teſizs Chriſt, and may be ſure to receine what/oener they 
aske in his name : that, beſides large immunities from all 


kinde of bondage to finne, they are endowed plentifully | 


and richly with the graces of the ſpirit to righteouſneſle : 
that, by the Word and Sacraments rightly adminiftred, 
they get and retaine that pezce of conſcience, that no man 
(euer ) well conceiued,burt he that ficft receiued it : and, in 
a word, that they haue for aſſurance of ſaluation in the 


God of their ſ:luation : theſe are, and are ſure to be the: 


franchiſes of Citizens and ſons, that are in Chrilt, andare 
foilowers of Chriſt. 

And, who rigt=ly conſidering this in heart, may not cry 
out witty the Apoſile, O altitudo? O, the deepen: ſſe of the 
riches both of the mercy and louc of God to mankinde ? 
Rom.11. 23. that when we were nothing, he ſhould make 
vs? and when we were worſe then nothing, hce-{hould 
doc ſomuch, ſy exceeding much, for vs? that, when we 
lay polluted in our bloud, hee ſhoul1 waſh vs with: his 
owne precious bloud ? and when we were ſold vnder fin, 
redeeme vs witha price, fromthe condemnation of finne ? 
thathe ſhould giue himſelfe, for {o vile creatures, and yn» 
dertake fo ſhanicſull a death for ſo ſhameleſſe offenders ? 
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or, as Cypriannotes, he ſhould be that which we are,thar ; 
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we might be that which he is: Ir is a ſtrange thing that 
the Poets faine of Amphion, that with the ſweetneſfſe of 
his Muſicke,he drew trees and ſtones togerher to the buil= 
ding of Thebes: the morall is ; that by his wiſdome and 
ſweet clocution, which was as muſicke to their cares, he 
drew a rude people, that dwelt in woods, to ciuilitic and 
mannets; andto liue in fſocietie, that lived ſauagely be- 
fore. That which the Poets haue fained of eLmphion and 
Thebes, is molt true in Chrilt and his Chur-h : for, with 
his word, as with the muſicke of heauen, he called the 
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Gentiles, and of them, as of tones, raiſed vp children to | 
Abraham, Mat 3,9.and he made them that were Gerreles, 


no longer Gentiles, thatis, ſtrangers, but ſonnes: and 


the ſpirit : and the old men offin, the new borne of God : 
and thoſe without Chriſt,the very members of Chriſt : and 
thoſe heires of promiſe, that had no hope : and theſe that 
were aliens from Iſrac], partakers with Iſrael. of the co- 
uenant of life : and ſtrangers,Citizens : and farre of,neere : 
and without God in the world, Gods children: and no 
people, a glorious people. 

Yet becauſc,he is nota Jewe,thatis outwardly one ; and 
becauſe mary that are called, few are choſen; therefore, 
we that are Citizens,mult liue as Citizens ; not the worlds 
Citizens, but Citizens with the Saints. Ters/alem i buil- 
ded as a Citte that uu compatt together, Pſal.122.3, this was 
ſpoken of the earthly, and may well be applied, both to 
the ſpirituall /er#/alem, the Church of Grace,and the hea- 
uenly, which is the Church in glory: for, we muſt not 
thinke that Gods delight was any way, ſet vpon timher 
and ſtone; or,at any time, ypon faire and well compaQed 
buildings : bur this was rather to admoniſh the Citizens, 
then to praiſe the Citie, teaching them, that if God be 
pleaſed with ſuch an yniformitic and compactedneſle in 


| materiall buildings,much more will he reſpeR in them(his 


owne building by grace) ſpirituall order and compaRted- 
nefſe of minde. And fo, if the Cirizens at Teruſalem muſt 


be in order to God ; ſhall the Citizens in the Goſpel, 
BE breake 


thoſe that were vncircumciſed inthe fleſh, circumciſed in 
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breake order, and liue in no conformity tohim? Are we 
(then) Citizens of God ? we muſt keepe Gods order, and 
not what rule we liſt in his Citic : we mult honour his per- 
ſon and word, reuerence his name and Sabbaths, bow to 
him onely and rono creature with him z keepe his ordi- 
nances, and obſerue his lawes. 

The Magiſtrates that watch his gates, muſt ſee that no 
prophanzneſle be either practiſed or countenanced within 
them : they mult ſee that the good be encouraged,and the. 
| euill caken away, or reformed: alſo, that all wirhin their 
| anthoritie (as it were gates) ſerue the Lord, or be made to 
ſerue him. 

The Miniſters muſt faithſully execute their charge in 
the watch of this Citie : they muſt not be blinde guides, 
| nor ſl:epic warchmen : and, they mult eate the rowle, and 
| foe and ſpeake to the houſe of Iſrael, Ezech.3.1. they muft 
warne the people of their danger,with the trumpet at their 
mouth, Ezech.33.3,6. and feeding them with good and | 
| ſound teaching, lead them to the pure fireames and riuer | 
of life. 

The people, the Citizens, muſt be ruled by the good | 
word of God, and by humaine ordinances and lawes a- | 
greeable to it : not reſiſting gouernment, and giuing ho- | 
nour to God, by honouring thoſe powers that are of him. | 
| Thus if we be Citizens, we mult live as they that dwell in | 
Gods Citie, and not inthe worlds foreſt. So if we be of 
| the houſhold of God, we muſt liue as his houſhold ſer- | 
uantsand ſonnes, and not as ſeruants of finne, and ſonnes 
| of Belial, and ſo ſhame our Maſters houſe, and diſcredit | 
our Maſters feruice : or, we mult live, that is,holily liue,as 
his ſeruants and ſonnes, Now, holineſſe becommeth Gods 
houſe, Pſal.93.5. and they that are of his houſhold muſt 
be holy. 

18: = get in that are not ſo, bur they ſhall be turned 
| out, as hee was, that had not on bis wedding garment, 
CHMat. 22.11.13. for God cannot endure that any vncleane 
perſon,that any oabite,( ananite,Iſmalite,or other ſonne 
of Belial (ſhould be witnefle of his praiſe. The gates of | 
D the 
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the Lord are gates of righteonſneſſe; and the righteous ſhall 
enter into them, Pſal.118.19. His houſe is the houle of his 
honour,and they that be of his houthold, mult doc him ſer- 
uice 3 waich dovges and {wine carnot doe; and there- 
forc, though ſach be ſometimes inthe houle, yer they are 
bur (tcangers. and none of the houſhold : which is true in 
all chart prophane rabble of ſwearers, drunkards, filthy a- 
dulterers, and other notorious offenders; and in all hypo- 
crites, of whom the Apolile Saint /obn {peaketh thus, they 
went out from vs, but they were not of vs, 1 lohn 2.19, and 
generally in all contemners and deſpilers of God, who, 
though they liue in his houſe, haue no inch of priuiledge, 
neither any allowance therein. 


Gods houſhold is the houſhold of faith, and of faith. 


full men; or it is the Church of Gods Saints,and not a (ta. 
ble of beaſts, or cage of yncleane virds. In a word, Gods 
houſe it is the houte of good people, and ot goodneſle,and 
will ye teale, murther, and commit adultery, and tfweare 
falſely, and burne your incenſe to ſtrange Gods, and come 
and ſtand before the Lord, in the houſe whereupon his 


name is called, though ye commit all theſe abominations? | 


[er.7.9,10. If ye be of the houſhold of God, ye mui not 


con{pire againſt him in his owne houſe, as a houſhold of 


rebels, and increaſe of {infull men ; and ye mult be ruled 
by him, and doe reuerence to him, that hath the key of the 
houſe of Dama. 

Some liue in his houſe, that both diſhonour him and his 
houſe; and many arme themſelues wich the name of the 
Church, when yer(ſaue for name) the Church hath no 
oreater enemies then they are : therefore, leaſt in ſtead of 
the Arke of the Church, we fall into a ſhip of Pirats, and 
in ſtead of the Lords houſe, vpon a den of theeues; we mult 
(as followeth) ſee,that our Chriſtian outward calling hauc 
a good and {ure foundation. 
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VERS. 20. 


| Built vpon the foundation of the Apaftler and Prophets,and 
Jeſies Chriſt (himſelfe ) the chiefe corner-ftone. 


= is grounded, by the doctrine of the Prophets and 

Apoftles,vpon Chrilt. The Rhems#ts,in their annotati- | 
ons vpon the new Teſtament, would wreſt this, which is 

here ſpoken of the foundation in Chriſt, to the perſons of 

the Prophets and Apoſtles, his ſeruants. Bur beſides that 

it makes flatly againſt the ſupremacy of Peter, to haue that | 
given toall, that they would appropriate to himzit ſcemes 
to haue no ſhadow of that, that they would haue it in ſub- | 
ſtance to be : for, whether by the foundation of the Pro- | 
phets and Apoſtles, be meant (as ſome ynderſtand it) that 
the vocation of the Gentiles had the ſame ground, which 
the Prophets and Apoſtles had ; or (which ſcemeth to be 

neererto the Apoſtles minde) that the doArine of the A- ' 
| poliles and Prophets, was the foundation of their calling 

in Chriſt, in neither can it any way fauour their abſurd | 
| opinion : or, if there had bin any reſpect of perſons, in this 
| recitall of names ; the Apoſtle might as well haue mentio- | 
| need the Patriarks, ro whom the promiſe was made, and 
the worthy Kings, by whom it was continued,as the Apo- | 
files and Prophets by whom ic was (but) ſpoken. And | 
(here) firſt he namerh them that were laſt, ro wir, the A- | 
poliles; not that they preached any other, doQtrine then | 
was agrecable to that of the prophets, which were before 
them; but becauſe they witnefled that to be done, which 
| {before ) was but promiſed tobe done; and were imme- 
| diately ſent to manifeſt thar clearely (=5i: were inthe open 
| | ſanne) to the world, which by the Prophets) ſolong be- | 
fore, was but ſhadowed : for, albeit the fathers in the old | 
| Teſtament, had (at all rimes) th: Prophets(as ir were the | 
leſſer ſtarres of heauen } to giue them light; yet was it, in | 
a manner, night with them all, till the ſunne of righteoul- | 


nefle { Chriſt Ieſu ) did ariſe vntothem, Whoſe light, be- | 
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cauſe it was in great meaſure beitowed vpon the Apo- 
files, as alſo becauſe (after his aſcenſion) the holy Gholt 


in viſible maner,came downe vpon them, therefore was the 
| doQrine,which they taught,a neceſſary meane,by which to 
| laythe foundation of the Church vyponChriſt, This,though 

the Church of Rome doth labour to auoide , by prouing 
that there was a Church, before the word was written with 
| inke orengrauen inſtone, and fo making it to be more 
| probable that the Church ſhould giue authoritie to the 
Word, then take any from it : yet becauſe we know thar, 
| howlſocuer there was light inthe world before the Sunne 

{ Was placed in his tabernacle in heauen, Gen.1.3.16. yet 
* | whenthe Suane, the chiefe of the ewo great lights was 
made, there was no light that was not deriued from it : 
| we are perſ[waded that though the heauen of the Church 
had her light of knowledge, within, before the light of 
| letters came; yet as ſoone as the word was written, which 

was written when that Law, imprinted at the firſt in e4- 
dam and Execs heart, began to weare ; all the light the 
Church had was to be borrowed from the Word ; firſt of 
the eld Teftament, and after ofthe old and new. And this 
we may learne of che Apoſtles themſclues, whoſe Church 
was, (it ſelfe) grounded vpon the doQrine of the Pro- 
phets, which is here added,as another part of the Churches 
foundation in Chriſt. 

But becauſe the doftrine was not theirs, but his that 

ſent them, and who when the fulneſſe of time was come, 
| Gal. 4.4. came himſelfe, and brought his cuerlaſting Goſ- 

pell with him ; therefore Chriſt (as followeth) is mentio- 
ned and ſpoken of by an excellency; as Teſus Chriſt him- 
ſelfe; and Chriſt the chiefe corner-ſtoxe : for, though the 
Gentiles, in their yocationto the Citie and houſhold of | 
God, were built vpon the foundation, that is, doftrine of | 
| ; the Apoſtles and Prophets ; yet were they not built vpon 
| | , them, but ypon Chriſt, who,as he is the ground of all faith, 
| | ſois he the matter and end of all Scripture: and therefore 
| ypon him, the Gentiles and 31] Churches were, and arc 


| (properly) laid by their doctrine, 


And, 
nr—_w In - - — 


— — 
Ae. ee 


ka... 


_ ———— > — > << a 


NE C——'©]}])ST?S?9SO———. eo 


— — "WO — ” _— — 


——  — — —— el eee 


— — — —— _— 


| and foundation in Gods bonſhold. 21 


| _ —_— — 


And whoſoeuer buildeth ( I doe not ſay) ypon any o- 
ther but him, but vpon any other with him, hath the lefſe 
hold of this foundation, and the lefle aſſurance of his owne 
building. This itone, this chiefe ſtone, laid in Sion, was 
and is contem>tible in the eyes of the world, and therefore 
refuſed by worldly builders, P/al. 118. 22. yet was it 
made the head of the corner, and (here) the chiefe corner- |} 
ltone : not by compariſon with others ; as our aduerfa- 
ries would haue it, that they may make them to be of the 
foundation that are ſcarce of the building, and heads that | 
are no ſound memb<rs of the Church ; but becauſe, to 
him, that is (onely) high, all things are aſcrided in the 
higheſt degree. 

And he is called the corner-ſtone , becauſe both ſorts of 
people, Iewes and Gentiles are reconciled, and (equal- 
ly) founded in him : for, he is the Sonne, whom we muſt 
kiſſe when God is angry,P/a/.2.1 2. It is his face,in whom 
| wemuſt, and onely can behold the glory of God : to him 
was giuen a name aboueall names, Phz/. 2.9. neither is 
| there any other name ynder heauen, by which we mult be 
faued, Att: 4.12. Tertulkancals him the ſeale to both Te- 

{ ſtaments; and Saint «Auſtin the knor, in the which all 
the Articles of our Faith are bound [yp, or which holds 
| them altogether : and (therefore) are the righteous ſaid 
to bee as Mount Sion , which cannot bee remooued, 
but remaine for eucr, P/alme 125. 1. Becauſe they are 
grounded ypon that ſtone, in Sion, in which, whoſoe- 
| uertruſteth,fhall not be aſhamed, E/az 28.16. 1.Per. 2.6, 
which one, is not onely fo eleR and precious, that wee 
cannot haue a better, but ſo neceſſary and fo fingular that 
we may baueno other. For other foundation no man may 
lay, then that which is already laid, Teſus Chriſt, 1 Cor. 
| 3-11. in him is the ſumme of our ſaluation, and all the 
parts. Hee is the authour and finiſher of our faith, Hebr. 
| 12.2, the beginning and the end, the e{/phe and Omega 
thereof, and of whatſoeuer is betweene. epoc.1.8. And | 
(to be ſhort) hee alone is all in all vnto ys, wiledome, and 
| righteonſneſle, and wr” OH redemption: x Cor. | 
3 1.30. 
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1.30. and in him doe the Gentiles truſt. Rem. 15.12. But 
were the Gentiles, and are wee, that ſometimes were as 
theſe Gentiles,laid by one continual and conttant doGtrine | 
of the Prophets & Apoſtles,vpon Chrift? Then is there bur 
one rule, both to them and vs, of faith vnto faluation, b 
the doctrine ofthe Scriptures. For did nor (all) cate of the 
ſame ſpicituall meate? And did nor (all) drinke of the 
ſame ſpiriruall drinke ? and were not (all) baptized voto 
eAoſes, in the cloud;and in the Sea? 8 Cor. 10. 2.3,4. That | 
is, was not one Law (as it were Moſes ) and one Golpel, 
| as it were ſpirituall meate, and ſpirituall drinke in Chriſt, | 
| to Iew and Gentile ? To theſe Gentiles, and to vs thar 
| were Gentiles, and are Chriſtians? So, the Goſpel is ſaid 

to bee the power of God ynto ſaluation to every beleever, 
to the Iew fir(t, and alſo ro the Grecian. Rom. 1.16, Not 
0:12 to them, and another to vs, but one to both. 

The people before Chriſt, and wee now in Chriſt, were 
of one houſhold, and ynder one governour : now the peo- 
pie of one Kingdome, and (much more ) priuate perſons 
| of one houſe haue but one law, For the great Ged of 1t- 
| rac], isnot like that great King of the Macedors,of whom 
it is written, that as many nations as hee had vnder him, 
ſo many kindes of ſcruice hee receiued of them : but ſo 
iclous rather he is of his glory, and true ſervice, that as he 
admirs no God but himſelfe, ſo he vouchſafeth no ſeruice 
but his owne ;z and acknowledges no ſeruice of his owne, 
but what is done by his owne Word, and tendred in his 
Owne Sonne. 

eAbrahams erecde, and ours arc one; and the booke 
which eAbraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael had in their heart, as 
it was, hidden in the Wall, 2 Xing 22.8. Wee (their po- | 
| ſteritie ) who walke in the feppes of their faith, haue in 

our hands ; {aue that they had bur an epitome of Chriſt, 
| and wee the volume at large. God ſpake by his Prophers | 
in the old Teſtament, by his ſonne in the New. Heb.1.1,2. 
Is not the rongue of God alway the ſame, and one to all > | 
Or did hee ſpeake contrarily ro our fathers and to vs? In 
divers manners grant,for he liſped (as it were ) by Xoſes | 
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to them, in ſundry tipes, figures, and ſhadowes of things 
to come: Exod, 4. 10, Butto vs hee hath ſpoken plaine- 
ly by Chriſt in the Goſpel. So that wee naue the fame 
Word that they had, but more legible, and ina fairer Jer- 
ter; and they haue the ſame Law that we haue, but more 
vailed with ceremonies, and darker to them then it 15 to 
vs. The Chuich and people of Rome, who ſay with choſe 


Iewes, which purſued Chriſt to death, wee have a Law : 


154.19.7.Haue another rule,not drawne vpon the ground, 
nor according to the rule of faith, neither yer built ypon 
the foundation that is {here ) ſpoken of, but of Popes and 
Councels., | 

The great things of Gods Law they count as a ſtrange, 
thing orthing they much reſpeAnor : Hyſ.8.12.only,their 
owne dreames pleaſe them. But there is cnough | lea(t 
written) for the guiding of euery true beleeuzr ro Chriit, 
and to lite in him : [hn 20,31. and they that will not 
heare Aoſes and the Prophets, how ſhall other things per. 
ſwad them? Z1he 16.31. Here alſo we have no bnilding, 
but vpon the Apotiles and Prophets, Miniſters; and 
Chriſt tne Maſter, vpon their Doctrine, and tis perſon : 
and what warrant { then ) for additions to theſe by ſuch 


_ as they were, of whom God complaineth by Ezechrel ; 


that they ſer their threſhold by his rareſholds, and their 
poſts by his poſts. £22ch.43.8, 1 {peake of our aqueriaries, 
who adding to that which is written, fo many vnwritten 
fabulous vanities, to which they giue the countenance of 
Scripcure, doe ſet the threſho'd of tradition, by the rhre- 
{hold of the Word writtea , making the Lords (:]uer 
Crofle, and mingling his Wine; with worle then water, 
Eſt. 22. 

But wee that haue a moſt fyre Word of the Prophets, 
let vs take heede vnto it, 2 Pet.3.19. and be wiſe in that ; 
not above that with Heretickes, nor againft that with A- 
theiſts, that is able, and therefore ſufficient enough of ir 
felfe, to make vs wile to ſaluation, 2 T1 3.15. Let vs not 
with the Papiſts , whom we heare condemned, make it 
onely a partiall rule of our lives, but (imparrially ) ſet our 
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wayes to it, with reſpe& to all Gods Commandements. 
Neither ler vs preſume to giue our {clues a diſpenſation 
for any thing forbidden by ir, though neuer ſo ſmall; 


which is but to cre a court of. faculties in our owne bo- 


ſomes againlt it. For ſome will commit a finne, and then 
ſtretch the Word, to make it a little {inne, if it bee great : 
and if it be little, ro make it nothing. But good Chriilians 
mult be builded, as well in their conuerſation as faith, vp- 
cn the Apoſtles, Prophets, and Chriſt, that is, vpon the 
whole Word of God, that they way bec ablolute, being 
made perfect vnto all good workes : 2 Tim. 3. 17. that is, 
made perfect indeed,and furniſhed chorowly to the power 
ot god!ineflc. 

And therefore, they arc iuſtly reprooned, who ſeeke to 
any thing in their corporall and {pirituall diftrefſe, rather 
then to the Scriptures. In the worihip of God, ſome more 
eſteeme their owne opinion and the tradition of their El- 
ders, then the rules of the Word, If they bee ficke, they 
will goe { firlt ) to carnall meanes, and (lafily ) to Scrip- 
ture, In their appare!l,they are rather led by the faſhion,in 
their recreation by the company, in eating and drinking 
by their appetite, then the Scriptures. And (generally ) 
in theirliues, it is eſteemed a courſe too ſri, and of too 
zuch nicenelile to ſtand to the direction of the Scriptures. 
Gods intent in writing and giuing his Word, was the fet- 
ling of our hearts in the truth , and the grounding of our 
affections by the nature thereof : if therefore wee care not 
to build our faith vpon it by the Miniſterie, nor to dire& 
our courſe by it in our ordinary way, that it rnay bee ſaid, 
though in a better ſenſe, this was done that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled : 79hz 19.36. we fruſtrate Gods purpoſe 
of inditing holy Scripture, and make our ſelues guiltic of a 


prodigious finne, or a finne, as bad as the finne of Witch- 
craft. 1 Sam.1 5.23. 


Beſides, in our obedience this way, our owne good is 


| ſought; but wee ouer throw it, and our ſclues by odious | 


diſobedience, Therefore the Lord by Ezechie! ſpeaketh 


| thus; Statutes and ordinances haue I giuen them,which (if 
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a man doe he ſhall liue in them, Ezech.20.11. Loc, the do- 
ing of them is our life, or our gaine; as the not doing of 
them muſt needes be,and juſtly,our deſtruction, 

Laſtly, not to build vpon the Word,is to build ypon ig- 
norance; and ſo to build Popery in vs : which in ſtead of } 
building in Conſcience, is to build in Hell: for, there is no | 
conſcience, that is, good conſcience, without it ; and with- [ 
out good conſcience what are we, but ynconſcionable ſin- | 
ners? So much for our building ypon the foundation : but, 
what manner building muſt this be? for the manner, it 
muſt be a coupling together : and for the end, it mult be a 
holy Temple in the Lord: as it followeth. 
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VERS. 21. 


In whom: all the building conpled tegether, groweth vato ai 
holy Temple in the Lord. 


HE common knot that coupleth ys to God, and one 
troanother, is the ſpirit : and in the ſpirit, this buil- 
ding muſt be coupled, as with the foundatjon by Faith, ſo 
in it ſelfeby loue: for ic commonly falleth our, that that 
| which is diuided in it ſelfe, is eafily from it ſelfe diuided 
| alſo. And therefore as we haue one God and Father of 
all, which is aboue all, and through all, and in vs all : oe 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſme, Epheſc4.s.{o muſt we pro- 
uide to be knit together in one minde, and in one iudge- | 
| ment, 1.Cor.1.10, and to be (as the primitiue belecuers 
| were) of one heart, and of one ſoule, Aits 4.42. endeanou- 
ring to keepe (as much as we may ) the vnitie of the Spirit 
inthe bond of peace, Epheſ.4.3. 
| They dwell neere together that inhabit in one Citie;but 
| Chriſtians (who are holy Citizens, are Citizens with the 
| Saints ) ſhould dwell neerer inheartthen men doe in their | 
houſes. The communion of Saints is as an yndinided Ci- | 
| tie; and Cities in ynitie are goodly Cities : ſo js it a goody 
thing for brethren to dwell together in vnitic, Pſal. 133. 1+ 
Againe, 
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| Azaine, Chrills Coat had no {eame; and ſhail his body be 
divided ? was Teruſalem compact in it {clte? and (hall Ice 
rufalems Citizens iarre ? mult her buildings rouch toge- 
ther? Pſal.122.3- and ſhall for Ckriftian brethren touch 
necrer, who are linked in faith, and 1oyned in Chiilt? muſt 
our houſes be yniforme ? and ſhall wee, that liue in ſuch 
houſes, liue in no agreement ? One ſaith well,the Church 
leaucth to be,when ſhe leaueth to be one. And, therefore, 
they doe not a little deceiue themſelues, who thinke they 
can grow in the root, and be torne from the branches : or, 
hold the foundation, and be rent in the roote; for, the 
braaches mult be vnited that will grow in the root; and 
the roofe mult be ſound and well coupled, that will, any 
while, keepe the foundation, 

This would be conſidered of all, both houſe and buil- 
ders ; bur ſpecially the builders, or labourers in this buil- 
ding, ſhould conſider that it much concerneth them to be 
at peace among themſe]Jues, and with the Church : there=- 
fore ſhould they ſtudy,nor onely,to be quict among them - 
ſelues, dut to ſowe among thole that heare them,the ſceds 
of peace. 

And to this they may take ſome light from the very 
Prince of darkenefl2 ; who knowing that his Kingdome 
can no longer continue then he makes it hold cogether, 
doth therefore,he and his, conſpire to diuide vs, but can 
neuer be perſwaded to diuide trhemſclues : all rhcir labour 
isto make a rend 1 our Church, and to ſtop every little 
chinke in their owne; allo, to keepetheir owne foundati= 
on, and to ſhake ours, How much more ſhould rhe buil- 
| ders of Gods Church , both build themiehics, and it, 
with louing exhortations to peace ; that peace may be with- 
in therr wals , and proſperitie (the con{equent of godly 
peace ) within their palaces ? Pſal.122.7. 

And for the {pirituall houſe, which is builded by them, 
how ſhould ithold agreement with the truth, and with ir 
| ſelfe ; not carried into faſtion and parts,according to thelc 
diuided tongues, 1am of Parl,and 1 of Apollos and Cephas, 
and I am(, brifts,x Cor,1.n2, ſeeing euen the children > 
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Fourthly, that it be nor againſt our ſelues, our {oules, or 


ana foundation in Gods houſhold, by 


hell and houſhold of Be/za/, doe agree fo well (ill T might 
ſay) both againſt vs, and with errour and lying vanities, 
ag2inſt God, and his righteoulneſle ? 
And yer, that we may not take the dry bones of peace 
for that peace which is coupled with holinefſe : the mar- 
row being gone ; it is to be conſidered, that euery peace is 
not to be followed : for, what peace, where lezabel and hey 
fornications are? 2 King.g.22. wiat peace with the [e- 
zbel of Italie ? and what peace with the Romiſh witch- 
crafts ? better open warre then ſuch peace : but I ſpake of 
peace among our felues ; wherein(yet)we mult take heede 
of hauing peace with the vnfcuitfull workes of darkneſle ; 
and, fo, generall perſwafions to peace muſt be linked, 
which made the Apoſtle to ſay, if it be poſcible, and, as 
much 2s in you is, hane peace with all men : now, what we 
may doe poſſibly, that we may dee lawfully ; and ſome- 
times we may ſceke peace and not finde ir, at a churles 
hands : if, then, mans incorrigibleneſſe breake the peace, 
and ſome mans frowardneſſe will hauce no peace, we are in 
no fault, if we line not familiarly with fuch : but we muſt 
be incharity with them, and pitic them in their cuils, pray-= 
ing for their amendment, and ready, vpon it, to be recon- 
ciled; elſe we (our ſelues )are not children of peace. And- 
in this ſenſe, we muſt haze peace with all men : and yet not 
fit vpon one, or the ſame ſtoole with the workers of inj- 
quitie : for, if we ſee a thicſe, we may not runne with 
him; we muſt, here,diuide our {clues from him in his finne, 
bur nor in our charitie : and vile perſons we mult hate, 
Pſal.15.4. that is, as ſinners, not as men, To be ſhort 
(cherefore ) if we will haue peace with men, I meane ſuch 
peaceand inſuch manner, as may make it lawtull and 
good ; we mult, firſt,ſee it benot againſt God, and lo haue 
no peace, to wit, of familiarity, with Papilts,*Denr.17.21. 
Dext.r3.chap. whole. 2 Chron.19. 1. 2, Cor.6.14. ſecond- 
ly, thatit be not againſt the Common-wealth : for, whar 
eace with Traitors ? thirdly, that it be not againſt our 
46"Diy whom we muſt not hurt, but /sze as orr ſelnes. 
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bodies by cuill Þ f:llowſhip : for, torouch the pitch of the 
wicked, is to be defiled with tne © company : and peace | 
4 with the wicked, js called by Hz/arie,aflauery,bur no true | 
mW | | Peace, | | | 
[5108 All theſe kindes of peace are carnall and impious, or | 
14%} | 4. | peace more cruell then any warre, which TI leaue to thoſe 
| 4 || whocry with one voyee, let himbe cracified, CMat. 27.22. 
i the peace required here, is the peace of cnaricie, the bro. 
| therly peace of Chriſtians, and this we oweto all, euen to 
it good and bad; te the good, for that they haue ; and ro the 
4 | bad, for that they may haue : ſo much the rather, becauſe 
WE: that the vxzrierequired in this building, is not that wee 
| ſhould be coupled onely, that is, knit, or glewed,or arti- | 
| ficially made faſt one to another; but,as followerh : 
| | Grow, as it were into one, or ſo together, that we may | 
be as ynwilling to be diuided from our brethren, as wee 
| would to haue our owne limbs torne from vs : and for 
| this cauſe, and jn this lenſe, are the parts of this building 
| called by Saint Perer,not dead (tones that muſt be faſtned 
with morter, but liuely, 1 Pet.2.5. which receiues from 
the corner ſtone, as from their root, {ap and life ſufficient, 
though not in one meaſure, yet as is fitteſt for euery ones 
calling, and beſt for the whole building, And therefore it 
| | is not enough to be in the foundation, and vnited to the | 
building, vnlefſe wee daily grow (as it further followeth) | 
vnto an holy Temple in the Lsrd : which is alſo meant by 
the ſtonein Dame, which being cut out of the Mountaine 
| Without hands, grew, and became great, and filled the | 
earth, Danr.2.35. for, by ſuch increaſe, we come to be the 
Temple, or habitation of God : by it God dwels in vs, not 
as he is in his eternall godhead, every where ; but as he is 
ſpecially in the faithfull by his Spirit ; and yer wee are not 
| many,bur one Temple and the ſame ipirit which is whol- 
| ly in euery one, is but wholly one in all: ſo wee haue the 
| meaning of the relf of the Text. 
| And now ſccing we are called from ſo baſe an efiate; as 
we would rife from baſenefle in the werldly birth,to more 


and more greatneſſe, and would alſo depart further and 
further | 
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| further from an obſcure parentage to a better Rocke and 
family : ſo in the heauenly new-birth,our defire(whatſoe= 
verir be greater) ſhould be no lefſe to giow and increale | 
more and more in {pirituall and true greatneſie ; and fur- 
ther and further to bee remoued from the parentage of 
finne, to the noble ſtocke of Chrilt, which is the diuine ge- 
neration of the Sonne of God, This growing mult bce in 
the Lord, or in the ſundry itatures of his feare, from glory | 
to Þ glory. For the eſtate of a Chriſtian in regeneration, 15 | þ apoc.22.188) 
not a retrograde or ſtanding ſtill, but a going forward | 
therein, Philip, 3.16. Andas children grow by the milke 
that they receiue : ſo, and vpon this condition we receiue 
the milke of the word, bur it is,that we may grow thereby. 
r. Peter 2.2, Or if wee haue tatied how bountifull the 
Lord is; this taſting of him, how can it but fer vs on a 
longing, till we befilled with him? ver/e 3. That is, filled 
with the knowledge of him, when the Word dwellech 
richly in vs, and not in a beggarly manner ? Co/o/; 3. 16, 
And filled with the obedience and loue of the truth , when 
wee walke no longer inthe fleſh, bur in the ſpirit or good 
way of life : and lanch toorth, Zzke 8.22, or faile forward, 
(as a Ship gone out of the Hauen) from the ſhore of the 
new birth, to the Hanen of our peace in death, Many are | 
at a land in knowledge, and rather goe back-ward then 
forward in the way of grace. Such grow but yntowardly, | 
and prooue dwarfes, and not men of any ſtature in Chriſt. 
But in 044 virtutzs, non progreat eft regredi; in the way of 
true vertue, not to goe on, is to goe backe : and, as it can= 
not be a member of 2 growing body, that growerh nor, as 
the body doeth : ſoncither can it bee any liuely member of 
a true Church, that proſpereth not, as that Church dori \ 
with the increaſes of God. All or proficieats (therefore) | 


inthe degrees and ichoole of regeneration,are bad Chriftj- 
ans, and not members growing into Chriſt, but members 
pro forma, that is, for faſhion onely ; and lo, are as farre | 
from the end, as they fall ſhort of the meanes of being as 


it followeth. 


en holy Temple in the Lord, &-c. For, how can that | 
"ot be 
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bee a fir Temple, or habitation for God by his Spirit to 
dwell in, which groweth nor into a building ? What man 
can conueniently, and will contentedly dwell in a houſe 
that is but begun to be Luile, and before it haue any,cither 
roofe or couer ? And willthe high God dwell in any houſe 
i his Ierufalem below, whoſe ncither wall is builicd, nor 
roofe couered ? but to proccede:; the words that follow 
haue two points in them of ſpeciall conſideration : as the 
qualitie of this Temple, it muſt be holy : and the reaſon 
thereof; it is the habitation of Goa by his Spirw, Itis called 
a Temple, by alilufon to the Temple that was at [eruſa- 
{em , which was a tyre of the {pirituall Terufalem and 
Church of Chrilt : and this is cither of a;l the {tones roge- 
ther, which is the Church; framed with the corner-ſtone, 
which is Chritt : or of the ſtones conſidered leparately by 
themielues, cucry one of which makes a ſingular temple,as 
all cogether makes an vniuerſall in Chriſt, So many Chri- 
ſtians herefore,ſo many lively ftones toward the building 
of the generall Temple : and yet every true Chriltian is a 
Temple to God, 1 Cor.3.16. & 6.19. And this Temple, 
both the whole, and cuery ſtone in it, muſt be holy,thar is, 
endewed with holinefle, and purged from the luſt of con. 
cupiſcence, which was the luſt of thoſe which knew not 
God, 1 Theſ.4-4,5. which worke of reformation, though 
it ſhall be hindred by many, as the ſecond Temple at Ieru- 
ialem had many aduerſaries, I eh. 4.1,2,7,8,  2.19,20. 
yet ſhall itproceede to the pertcction of the body of Chriſt, 
as that other building went forward, and was finiſhed, 
notwithſtanding all that either malice or craft could doe 
againſt it, 

Onely, let vs not hinder it our ſelues, by living in vn- 
cleanneiſe, and by neglecting to purge our ſelues, that wee 
may be a peculiar people to God,zealous of good workes, 
Tit.2.14, And, what we belecue let vs practiſe ; wee be- 
leeue a holy Catholique Church, ler vs theretore practiſe 
holineſſe, that our practiſe be nor againſt our faith, Let vs 
labour to be holy, as hee is holy that bath called vs. 1 Peter 
1.15,16, And ſecing hee hath waſhed vs, who hath giuen 
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himſelfe for vs, let vs cot plunge our felues againe in the | 
mire, Eyyeſ. 5.25, 26. tO Wit, in tie mire of our firtt cor= 
rupt nature. 


— — 


VERS. 22. 


In whom you all are bailded together for an habitation of 
God throuoh the Spirit, 


E Or, who will prepare for a great man (his friend) ina 

foule houſe, or lodge himin altable? And is any per- | 

{on greater, or friend better to vs then God? Or, is any | 

noute, or roome of the houſe, fowler then an ynpurged 

conſcience ? And what ſtable is more loathſome, then the 

loathſome table , or rather ſtie of a wicked heait? Burt, 

how doeth God dwell invs? Ref. Minifterially by his | 

Word and Sacraments, and (principally ) by his Spirit, 

| For his Word (therefore) ſeeing hee dwelleth in vs by it; | 

wee mult reſolue to giue to it, as to himſeltfe, our belt en. 
rertainement : lodging it in the belt roome of the houſe, | 

the heart, and not in the out-houſe of the eare. And for the 

| Sacraments; chictely that of the Supper, the chamber | 

| .)| muſtbe trimmed, wherein Chriſt will cate that Sacrament 

| With his Diſciples. Carte 14.15, 16. And, for that 

| which is chiefe, and exprefied in my Text, the Spirit, {ee- 

| 


ing it is the Spirit of God, and very God ; wee mult take 
| heed how wee finne againſt it, that is, the good motions of 
it in our hearts, wilfully, and difpitetully : for that is a 
ſickencſſe to death, for which there is no Philicke by 


repentance. 
This is a finne of men enlightned with the trueth, The 
Gentiles, without God, cannot commit it, neither the 
ewes, that are without Chriſt. A ſfinne, wherein Aman 
falles away, generally, and malitioutly from Ged, yea, for 
eucr and viterly from him, in all the cffeQRs of a reprobate 
heart, and heart that cannot repent, This is that great 


| finne, whici Saran hath fo blacked, that it can neuer bee | 
made 
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neucr, A7at.12.3 2. 
Oueſt, But is not the ſinne againſt the noly Ghoſt, a 


\ anne againſt the Father, and Sonne as well as him ? 


enſ, This finne, if we confider the perſon of rhe holy 


| Ghoſt, itisno more again it, then it is againſt the perſons 


' 


| 


| 
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| 
| 
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of the Father and the Sonne : bur becauſe the holy Ghoſt 
immediately, both conuincerh conſcience , and calight- 
neth it ; therefore when we finne ag2inft knowledge, and 
the light of our hearts, we are faid properly, and direRiy 
to finne, not againſt che Father, or Sonne, but holy Gholt. 
But a Chriſtian may finne againſt the Spirit, though in 
a farre leſſer degree of f{inne againtt him, then by this, 
which is ſo bitterly -oftenitue againſt all his graces in our 
NEearts, 

To know how ; wee muſt firſt know how, and in what 
reſpect, the holy Ghott may be ſaid:to dwell in a Chriſti- 
an, or God by him. And this is not inregard of ſubflance 


« (for the whole ſubſtance of the holy Ghoſt, which cannot 


= 


bee diuided, cannot bee ſhut yp within the body or ſoule 
of man) bur in reſpect of ſome particular worke or ope- 
ration. Now a Chriſtian may finne againſt this worke of 
the Spirit in him; either when grace is offered, and not 
accepted of; or accepted of,-and not well yſed, For ex- 


ample, grace was offered to the old World by A 9ah,and 


hee warned them (for a hundred and twenty yeeres ) by 


preparing the Arke : but they had neither cares to heare it, 
nor hands to receiue it, and ſo the Arke, that is, the time 
of repentance, offered by it, condemned them, Heb.1 1.7. 
Sodom was exhorted to repentance by juſt Zoz,and a plea= 
ſant land : yer ſhee reieQed the Spirit that ſpake by theſe 
ynto her. 2 Pet.2.6,7,8, The gheſts that were bidden to 
the ſupper, were bidden by the Spirit to it ; but they re- 


| fuſed ro come, Luke 14. 18, 19, 20. Stexen ſpake by the 


Spirit tothe Jewes,but they ſtopped their eares, AF.7.57, 
neither vouchſating to heare him, nor the Spirit, by which 


he ſpake, 
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Many times, the Miniſters of the Goſpel knocke at our 
hearts by their exhortations, and warnings to repentance, 
yea, many biddings wee hauc, by lickenefle, and other 


wayes, and wee doe as much, But this is to refuſe grace, ' 


when the Spirit offercth it, which cannot bur gricue the 
Spirit, by the which wee are ſcaled to the day of our re- 


cemption. Epheſe 4, 30. 


And this is one kinde of ſinne again{t the Spirit : an- | 


other is, when wee make the Spirit weary of vs, hauing 


receiued it, or gricue it by our wicked behauiour, not | 


viiong our Gheſt well. Which made the Apoſile in the 
foorth Chapter of this Epiſtle , and the thirtieth yerſe 
(as wee heard } to exhort taele Epheſians; not ro grieue, 
or make fad the Spirit in them, Where hee compareth 
the holy Ghoſt to a gheſt, and our bodies and loules 
to Tnncs, 

Now, as men will yſe their gheſts well, that they may 
come againe : ſo would the Apolile haue all Chriſtians, in 
theſe Chriltian Epheſians, fo to cntertaine a good motion, 
as a good gheſi,when it is offered,that it may come againe, 
and bring more company with it, to enrich this, {hail ] 
ſay Inne? Nay Temple of the Spirit, the heart, with the a- 
boundance of ſpiricuall wealth, and bleſſings ia heaucnly 
things in Chriſt, 

Bur the children of God / themiclues } dge not al- 
wayes keepe one tenure in recejuing the Spirit, waen 
by it, grace is offered to them, for the auoiding of ſome 
euill, or the doing ſome good. For ſometimes, they are 
leſle apt to pray, leſle fit to heare, andletle prepared to 
the Sacrament, tnen at {ome other times they bee, Yea, 
they may haue leſſe feare of finne, care of well doing, 
zeale in prayer , and comfort in the Word at one time 
then another, * | 

This indeede, is a tempting of the Spiric, which though 
it make him not defirous to be gone, yer ſomewhat cables 


his loue toward vs, as in Dad and others, And thexe-- 


fore, we mult triueWirh prayer, againſt all manner of de- 


cay in theſe ſpirituall riches, and omit no oportuniric to 
doe 
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doe well, as hee that meanes to bee rich in his trade, will 

omit no meanes of gaining by it. And (here) let ys con- 
| der what a ſhame it is for the children of God, though 
WH g - 
| they cannot looſe the Spirit, tolooſe, for ſome ſeaſon, any 

oraces { which they once had) of the ſanRifying Spirit. 
Fo: was it not a ſhame for Lor, who was ſo chaſt in Sodom, 
to commit ſuch inceſt, out of Sodows, in a Caue in the 
Mountaine ? Geza, 19. 323-35. And did it not greatly blot 
Daaids Chronicle, that in the dayes of peace {which hee 
d:d not inthe time of warre) hee ſhould fill his eyes with 
adultery, and Raine his hands with blood ? 2 Sar. 11. 
2,3}, 4+ 5+ 15» | 

How weake was Sampſon that was ſo ſtrong, and 

how ridiculous, that was ſo feared, when the Lord de- 
| parted from him? [zdg. 16. 20. 25. So Peter, loofing by 
the deniall of his Maſter, much of that courage hee had, 
when hee cut of @Malchw right eare; Jobs 18.10. how 
was he poſcd, and oucrcome of two filly maydes ? Car. 
26.69.71. And\urely, if it bee a matter of diſcredit, being 
rich, to become poore in worldly ſubſtance, what greater 
ſhame is it, being rich in grace, to decay in the Heauen- 
ly treaſure? 


| This ſhould make vs to purge our ſelues (daily) from 
all filchineſſe of the fleſh and ſpirit, 2 Cor. 7.1. not to be 

careleſle, as if in proſperitic we could not be moued, P//. 
:0.6,7. for, man may take a dangerous ſurterafcer a full 
feaſt of grace : and to be humbled, when wee haue done 
| our beſt ; confefſing that we are vnprofitable, Luk. 17.10. 

the beſt haue their infirmities : and in euery Chriſtian 
wombe, as in Rebeccahs, there is an Eſa of fleſh,and [a* 
cob of ſpirit Fregling together,Gen.25.22. we are ſanifi- 
| cd but in part, and corruption goeth not out but with our 

laſt enemy. 

In a word, in all the regenerate , there is a mixture 

j of feeping and waking, Cayr.5.2. of finne and grace : 
| itconcernes ys (therefore) that pur on our harneſſe,not ro 
boaſt, as he that putteth it off, x King. 20. 11. and ſo to 
| take heede that we giue the ſpirit no occaſion, by fainting, 
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| or becomming ſecure in that warre, which is betweene the 

| fleſh and fpiricin euery Chriſtian ſoule,Gal.s. 17. It is ſure 
that the el: can nener quite loole the ſpirit, that is, the 
!auing graces of the ſpirit that dwelleth in them : and yet 

; it is as {ure thar the ſame may, by finning againſt ir (ſun- 

| dry wayes) loole the feeling, the comtort, the ioy and 

| peace of it, for a ſeaſon; which made Daz: to pray vnto | 

| God, that he would not rake hs jþ:7:t, that is, the 1oy of 

| his ſpirit ſom him, as appeareti,P/al.51.11,12. They that 

take him to ſpeake otherwaies, ſay, that he ſpake but as a | 

diſtempered ſi-k-man, who ſpeakes, he knoues not well | 

what himſcltez and what maruell that a guiltie priſoner at | 


the bar (the water ſtanding in his eyes)ſhould miſle in rea- | 


; ding of his owne pardon, 
| ButTtakeit, that Danid was come to himielfe, when 
| hee penned that exemplary Pialme of his finne for the 
Churches inſtruction ; and that therefore hee knew what | 
| he ſaid, not diſtrulling any total! lofle of the ſpirit of adop. 
tion, but onely defiring:that his feeling might come againe 
vnto him, and that he might haue (as he once had) both a 
free and joyfull ſpirit in worſhipping toward God. Yet, 
let hisexample bea warning to vs who haue receiued a 
farre leſler portion of faaGtitying grace then Daxid had : 
| for, where ſuch a Cedar fell, /et him that fandeth, take 
heede leaft he fall,t Cor.10.12.iflo excellent a man,fo high- 
ly exalced,as vpon his ſtrong hill, P/2/.30.7.was lo quick- 
ly vpon the loe ground in his adultery and murder, as ap- 

*urgh by his penitenriall Pſalme, wee had neede to take 
| heede that we! grieve not the ſpirit, waoltand yponoloe 


| | a danke already, 
| How this may bee, and how this our molt worthy | 
| | Gheſt may bee grieued, after wee haue received him | 
| into houſe, and ſo our light eclipſcd,though not quenched | 
, | as inthe darknefſe it ſelfe ; wee may ſee ir, though ſome- | 


what darkely, in certaine earthly ſimilitudes : for, as if, | 
when ſome neble Gheſt ſhould offer to come vnto vs, we | 
ſhould recejue him but in ſome out or backe houſe, not in | 
our beſt lodgings, wee ſhould conſtraine him with indig- 
| F 2 nation | 
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T he Chriſtians admiſion, 


nation tolcauc vs, 
» So, for this Lordly Ghelt (the Spirit ) who commeth 


ro y3 in his Word g glorioully, as 111 his Charet : if we torne 


- both it and im contemptuoully into ſome forlaken cor- 
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ner, as it were backe-romes of the heart, what hope is 
there hee ſhould rarry with vh and his W ord, any while, 
adide among vs? How much lIefle,if we receiue his Word 
inco our hcarrs, as into ſome priſon-houſe, holding the 
txucth in vnrightcouſneſT2, Row. 1.18, or, be chead | it as 
loha was in priſon; ? CMat.14.10. 

Secondly,it we ſhall not receiue a great man(our friend) 
chearef! ally, or with good well-come, wee {hall giue him 
good cauſe, with contempt, to paſſe by Vs, another time : 
lo, if we ſhall nor receiue gladly and willingly the Spirit 
of comfort, how can wee but driue away the Comforter ? 
If wee doe not flow vnto him, as the Sea, after ſuch an 
ebbe and low-water of knowledge and true goodneſle; 
hovw can wee retaine that God, who will not tarry, any 
while, but where he findes a cheerefull oier ? 

Thirdly, though a man receiue his great friend into his 
beſt roomes, yet 1t he doe nor drefle vp thoſe roomes, and 
make them hneete, remouing all noiſore ſavours,he ſhall 
ercatly offend rhar perſon, his friendly ſtranger : 1o though 
wee ſhould recciue the Spirit into our hearts in ſome 
oraces, yet if wee prepare not for his comming, nor make 
ready our hearts for his' abode among vs, remoning 
our hilthy and vnſauory ſinnes that offend ſo much; how 
can wee but giue uit occaſion to that ſame Spirit to 
forlake vs? For what greater deſpir can bee offered to 
the Spirir of Grace, and of Glory, then ro fee finne 


F '9 
( his moſt deadly enemie ) in bis owne habitation ? 


; $21.2 2. IA -& © 
Fourthly, tnough 2 man recejue ſome great man (his 


' friend) into a ho! ale [wept and garniihed, that is, well 
' prepared for him, yer if afterwards, hee bring his enemic 
| (thepreareſt hee hath ) to out-tace bim, and to yexe him in 


the ſame place, how can hee but bee med againſt, and 
offended with fuch an hoſt? So, though we entertaine the 
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Spirit, for a time, in ſome good motions, and ina heart re- 
formed in many things, as Herods was, yerit alter ſome 
time, wee returne (being thus waſhed ) to our wallowing 


| againe in the mire, and begin to licke yp the yorwit thar 


wee calt; how can wee thinke to retcine rhe Spirit, and 
this forme of finning rogether ? For, as it one ſhould ſet 
vp a rebell in that Kiags owns dominions : fo are they 
who bringing f12ne 1nto the heart, Gods owne Throne, 
or { further } into any of their ourward ſenſes, his owne 
dominions, "doe vexe him (as it were) at home in his 
owne poſſeſſion, 

Fitt!y, though one receive anoble man, into a faire and 
well furniſhed | houſe, and poſleſſe him quietly of it, yer it 
hee prouide not conueniently for his perſon, and traine, 
now can hice pleaſe him? So, who can plea(e the Spirit, 
tacugh hee make neuer fo podly a ſhew of beiag zealous 
in the Lay, if he abridge him of the diet and ordinary that 
belongeth to his good keepiog i in him? If hee care not to 
nouriſh his o90d motions at Sermons, and in the om of 
heating, fcancle him by attending pon the Word, but at 
cerieine times onely, and ſo become ( as Malter Dat inner 
merily ſaid ) but a Strazw-berry-hearer > And, may not 
the Spirit ſay to ſuch, as Carilt to thoſe on his left: hand, 
at tie [a(t day; { mas buaory, ana yee fed me not ; thirflie, 
and ye ? TANCE FRE 3.0 ar take 4 AMate25. 42. 

L; Ely. though this great man ſhouid bee receiued jm 
all conditioas and manner, an{werableto his great place 
and companies, y2t if aſter 2 day or two, (a5 being wW cary 
of our Ghelt before he bee willing to lcaue ys ) wee with- 
araw things veccitary from him, wee cannot but much 
off:nd him : ſo howloeuer wee | begin in the Spirit, yer if 
(waxing weary of well doing w.ti1 \ thoſe fooliſh Galati- 
ans that ranne well) © we end 1n the fame, in tneti-ih, wee 
mult needes grieue the holy Ghoſt, and {hall keare, the 
aft tate of theſe men is worſe then their fir, Luke tic. 
then ſhall wee bee ſeuen fold more the children of i6.c 
Deuill. 


And thus wee haue heard how many wayes, tte Spirit 
F 2 / afrer 
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| gular comfort; ſeeing wee are the habitation of God by 


_ tuall Spring-time : and hee that would haue what hee can 


| where God is the inhabitant : and, hee that is a wall of 
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The Chriſtians admiſst0n, | 
( after it is receiued ) may bee made ſad by vs, and cauſed 
with gricte to leave vs, Lerys bewar how wee lo offend, 
teſt we turne the habitation of God, into an habjtation, or 
nold of yncicane [{pirits. X « 
And (now!) toconclude with that which 15 full of fin- 


_ — — 


his Spirit ve may !earne that God isnot in vs, 25a ſiranger 
in anocher mans iouſle, butas athome, in 11;5owne; and | 
thercfors will not looſe vs, as no man will looſe his in» 
heritance that is able to keepe it ; and, wio fo abc, as hee 
that is Almighty ? Neither ( being the habitation of God) 


can wee lacke any thing that is good; that is, thar 1s 


—_ — — _ — 0 w—_— _ 


200d for vs. For, what want can there bee in the Kings 


houſe ? And as all good things are brought to the court : 
ſo, what ſo euer is excellently good, is to bee had here. | 
aa {0., 1 | 
Here 1s loue, 10y. peace, long-tuffering, pentleneſie, good- | 
nelſe, faith, meekneſſe, temperance, againſt which chere is 
no Law. Gal.5.22,23. 


Here is no Winter, norfall of the Leafe, hut a perpe- 


wiſh (if hee will wiſh lawfully and well) let him come 
hither, Let him build in grace, and ſer his houſe vpon 
Wiſedomes pillars, Prozerbs 9, 1. and no enemie ſhall 
hurt him. For it is the Bethel of God, or houſe ypon 
the Rocke : CIMatthew 7. 24. And hee that is in it will 
keepe it, when they that come again it, ſhall fall downe 
before it : for, who dares interrupt Gods poſſeſſion ? Or, 
if hee dare, ſhall not periſh ? | 


Thus the ſecuritie is great, and the walkes are ſtrong, 


defence about his people, will bee a wall of fire againſt 
_ his peoples enemies. Zecharte 2.5. E/a. 4. 5. Hee that 


| builds $0, will throw downe Babel : and hee that ſaues 
| Jeruſalem , will ouerturne Paleſiina. The reaſon is, his 


| 76. 2. But Babel and Paleſtina were Countries, where- 


Tabernacle is in Salem, and his dwelling at S192, P/al, 


| in hee neuer youchſafed cither to dwell, or be, as in his 
i 


Church. 
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and foundation in Gods bouſbold. | 


—— 


So I conclude ; make God your inhabitant, and yee 
are ſure, but if hee dwell not in you by his Spirit, yee ſhall 
neuer dwell in ſafetie. 

And now, hee that dwelleth in vs, and in his ele b 
promiſe, keepe vs and his whole 7/7ae/: yea, bleſſe vs,and 
{ave his Ifracl, the Church which hee hath purchaſed with 
his owne blood; that, being the habitation of God by his 

Cpirit, it may bee a temple of holineſle dedicated to 

his glory, in the grace of Chriſt, and loue of 
God the Father, to both which, with 
, the holy Spiritof both, be ren« 
dred and giuen all praiſe 
and glory,now and 
eucr ; Amen, 
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| EPHES. 5. VER. I5,16. 


q! | Take heed that yee walke circumpecily ; not as fooles, but 
1 | (1) wiſe: 
| Redeeming the time : for the dayes are eull, 


——__ eAhe heed that yee walke Circun- 


NM ſpectly,&c. Itis written of ® Cardi- | 
" nall Pole, that being demaunded 
which was the beſt way to vnder- 
{tand the Epiſtle of Saint Paw to 
27 the Romars; anſwered, to beoin 


| withthe tudy of the former part, 


G9 and practiſe of the latter ; becauſe 
the firſt is a dem6ſration of the grounds, the ſecond an ex- | 
| hortation tothe fruits of Faith. That which he ſpake true- 
| ly of thatone Epiltle, may be obſerued in all the reſt, and | 
gencrally in all his writing : for, he planteth by doctrine, 
| and watereth by exhortation in euery Epiſtle, laying the | 


foundation by teaching, and building vpon it by exhorta- 


2 Car! 1.4 Pole 
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| | { tionto a holy life ; that the true Chriſtian rooted in faith, } 
| | and ſrenechned through hope, may by the ſanctification 
4 _of | 
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| of che ſpirir, grow toa perfe&t man in Chriſt. Herein the 

| Proftortion he vſeth is not alwayes ali«c, nor the ſame, as 

| [tanding (ſometimes) more vpon doctrine then cxhortatt- 
; on, namely in that large Epiſile of his ro the Romans : 
| lometimes more vpon exhortation then doctrine, as in 
; thistothe Epheſizzs; yerdoth he apply both, and vſe ci- 
| ther, as one becommeth more needefull rhen another to 
profit with. And ſurely,if euer there were a time wherein 
. there was more taught then followed, more knowne then 
pratiled, and therefore more neede of exhortation then 
doctrine, it1s vurs, and it is now ; for eucen now, and at | 


| thistime, we are (agreat number of vs) better Schollers 
| then men;and vader the full ſailes of our ſcience, what doe 
ve but make ſhip-wracke of all;good conſcience? There- | 
| fore I hauc not thought ir amiſle to intreat of that part of | 
the Apoſtles exhortation, wherein hee generally aduiſeth 
the Epheſians, and in them vs, that ſecing they were called 
from being (trangers and forreiners, to be Citizens with 
the Saints, and of the hovſhold of God ; and ſecing they | 
were made of enemies, ſonnes,and tranſlated out of dark- 
| neſle into ſo great light,they would (cherefore)as Citizens |} 
and ſonnes, or as ſonnes an4 children of light, take hecde, 
not onely (though caretully) to the doctrine which they 
had received, bur circumſpectiy tro their wayes, walking 
not onely directly therein in regard of chemſclues, but 
wiſely in reſpeR of others, and nor as fooles in the yanitie 
of their opinions, bur as wiſe, vnderſtanding what the will 
of the Lord is : not neglecting the grace then offered, but 
redeeming the ſeaſon, or buying it backe againe, like good | 
chapmen of time. ' + 4 
Now, in theſe words, the Apolile requireth (firſt) Vil! | 
| gence, take heede : then the ordering 0! our wayes by dill | 
| gence, how yee walke; after,all auoiding of offe::cc in walk» 
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ing, that yee watke circumſpettly, and circum {pectly with 


diſcretion ; ot 45 fooles, bat 4s wiſe : and laftly, that wee | 
take all occaſion to doe good, not looſing but redeeming 

the opportunitie : the reaſon is, the dayes are ewilt, or WC 
| live in a bad age, and with men of bad conditions ; {o cull | 
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and nought, that they haue euen tainted time it felte, 
and the very dayes in which wee live. To take heede, 
and not toour walking, is nodiligence ; to walke,and nor 
circumſpeRly, no diſcreet diligence ; to be circumſpect, 
and not wile, is great follte ; to be diſcreet and wiſe in 0- 
ther things, and not for time, is vanitie, andno godly dil- 
cretion : but ſo totakeheede that we walke; fo to walke 
that we be circumſpect that we be wile ; ſo.to be wile thar 
we redeeme the time, or bin out for weil doing, that pre- 
cious commoditie that others deſpile (who therctore are 
no good husbands of time but ſpendthriſts of it)is the way 
(indeede) ro make the dayes that axe cuill to others, good 
tO VS. 

Take heede ) is as much as watch ouer your Chriſtian 
ſtate, that you recciue not the grace of God in vaine : of 
this ductic, as there are many cauſes to moue vs to it, io 
there are many occaſions to withdraw vs : for whether we 
looke into the world that was made to ſerue vs, or into 
our ſclues who were made to ſeruc the Lord ; whether we 
caſt oureyes ypon things without vs, orcall to minde the 
things that are within vs; what are they (rake them at 
their beſt) but cauſes to moue vs to walke worthy of oy 
vocation? but take them in their corruption, and what are 
they bur occaſions of euill 2 whar,bur ſnares in the world, 
and the chaines of the Prince of darkenefle to hold vs in 
wickednefle ? 

And both theſe, as they arc of no ſmall force,the one to 
bring vs to our duties, if we!l conhidered,the other ro lead 
vs away from them, to all yanitie of minde & error of life, 
ifnot well watched and taken heede vnto, fo doe they 
exact at our hands no ſmall labour and diligence, duely 
and well to obſerve both one and other ; for albert godli- 
neſle be of it {clfe, ſo great riches, that it neede nothing 
bur it ſelfe to comment it to vs: and finne be of it ſelfe,fo 
great (not gaine but) loſſe and loachlomenefle, that it hath 
enough in it felfe ro make itvile vnro vs : yet that there 
may be nothing wantiag to tirrevp our diligence, by all 
meanes in this macter, many things are ſpoken of the one 
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to make ys to ſecke it with more care, and as much js no- 
red ofthe indignitic of the other, to make vs auoid it with 

| more contempt : for the firſt conſideration, if wee would 

| enter into the ſoule of it, acknowledging the great care 
that God hath of vs, how can it but moue vs to double di- 
ligence, and hecde in the matter? ſpecially, being thereby 
| waged ,and with ſome hire,to ſecke that which is ſo worth 

| thelecking? forto ſpeake nothing of our creation, which 
"| wasSof nothing, nor how he made all things ſubiect to ys, 
that we (for whom he made all chings) might be ſubic 
to him alone : when we were worſe then nothing he redec- 
med vs, and when we had lefle then nothing, hee endued 

| vs with the graces of his ſpirit, that being dead to ſinne, we 

| might line vnto righteouſneſſe, and being dclinered from the 

| hands of oer enemies, we might ſerne him without feare, all 
the days of onr life, inrighteoſacſſe and true holineſſe be- 
i fore him, Luk. 1.7475. 

1 | Now that hee delivered vs from fo great a bondage as 
we were ſubieCt voto, not onely generally by the fall of A- 
dam,but more particular by being cait our of the common 

| wealth of Iſrael, was ſuch a benetit as deferueth whatſoe- 

| uer ſeruice we are any way able to performe ynto him : but 
that he ſhou'd redeeme vs with ſo great a price,as the death 
of his firſt and onely fonne, and call ys alſo to fo high an 
citate, to be Citizens with the Saints, and herres with him 

| of an tnherttance immortall, vadefiled, that fadeth not, re- 
ſerned in heaxen for vs : this 1s a bleſſing that is many dee | 
| | grees greater then the ſeruice of our whole life can atraine 
vnto: bur beyondallthis, that hee ſhould endue vs with 
thoſe gifts, an1 bleſſed graces that make vs to walke wor- 
thy of this vocation, and able, as it would feeme, to pay 
| him with his ownelentloue, by making vs ſo rich in him ; 
| what |:cart created can conceiue what this is? and if ic 
cannot be conceiued by vs,how doth ic concerne vsrotake 
| heede (ſeeing theſe benefits of God are to much more then 
| we can deſerve or conceiue ) not to receiue fogreat grace 
in yaine z nor to thinke, where we can deſerue nothing,we 
j | can ſerue more or better then wee ought; or to play the 
| G 2 ynthrifts 
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\ vnthrifts with fo rich treaſure commited toourkceping | 
and vſe? He that hath committed to ys our life, and bis | 
' money, tobe recalled at his pleaſure, and hath diuided a- | 
mon: att vs bis bleſſings, and his ralents to occupie till hee | 
| come, will one day, "n:ofl ccrtainely , require againe his | 
| Cone of life t!} at he lent vs, and reckon wich vs particular- | 
| Iy for the {euerall peeces of his Rocke of grace; both, which 
| WC hauci'l 1mployed, and which we haue not umployed to 
| | their belt end, which is his glory : then, ncither the hiding 
| | of ourtalent inthe ground by an vo profitab le life, ſhall be 
ablc to deliner vs from our account to Scnarion : nor the 
{malneſte of his gitr, and of our receir, as it were the (in- | ; 
oletalent, excu'c vs, it we have bin vnfruitfull in the leaſt | 
matters : nor others ill viing of greater graces be a cloake | 
for vs; but the ſecrets of all hearts, as it were the bookes 
of tlie Lords a accounts, fhall be Jaid cpen , cucry leafe of 
them, and hidden thing in them; anda juſt, I doe not "y 
equalitie, but proportion of increaſe {hall be exaQcd a 
our hands according tothe meaſure of = which wee 
naue recciued : for: as it is inthe fiſt of the ſecond to the 
Cortthians ver.10. We miſt all appeare before the ind, Un | 
ment ſeat of God, that enery mai may 1 *ecerre the things | 
which are done tn his body, accoraing to that hee hath done. 
whither 1t be good or ent] : and therefore e they doe not alit- 
tle deceiue themſelues, who hauing a greater meaſure of 
orace dealt vnto em, and niore of the Lords money in | 
| their hands thenothers, dee abuſe all that bountifulneſſ: 
of tne Lord, and rurze "3 grace into wantouneſſe; an yet 
thinke they ſhall as cafily paſle their accounts, as they who | 
haue receiu-d ſmaller ſummes both of time and {pirituall 
riches to anſwer for; as if to recciue much, were rather a 
priuiledge to greater ſecuritie,then the charge of a greater 
burthen, 

But it fareth not withthe heires of heauen as it doth | 
with the Lords of the earth, who becauſe they are borne to 
| greater rents and poſlefſions then others arc, thinke they | 

pay liue more idlely then others,and{ as they vie the mat- | 
ter | more \wickedly : but the more that cuery one recciues 
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here, the more will be ze 2quired ot him; and the © better bis | 
calling i5, the more icemely mult his walking be init : for 
| wee are all of vs unprofitable ſernants ; euen he beſt of vs, 
when we haue done our beſt, are ſo: and it wee were ma- 
ny degrees better ten we are, we were many more degrees 
| weorle then we ſhould be. And, inth21s reſpect, we arc e ca!- 
lei forwards of God, not owners of his gitts; and therefore 
not to abule has to our pleaſures, but toanſ\er for not 
viing them in his feruice, W | 
Bur as we are to take heede to our Chrlitian life that it ft 
be godly and righteous,in reſpect of the cauſes that ſhould My 
| moue vs ſo to doe : ſoin revard of the many occafions that 
| (tand in our light and way to withdraw vs from a good MW 
| Courte, we ſhould take this paines for rae ordering of our | 
| Chriſtiaa life, much more : for, how many arc they, and | 
| | how many Wayes offered ? I would we were as wit ling to 
| | preuentthem, as wee areſur? they doe daily, nay cuery 
houre, and moment of our life, circymuent vs : for, who 
can open his eyes, and nor fee ? his cares, and not hearc 
occaſions of cuill jn all places 2 wao can thinke, and not a- 
| niifſe 2 walke, and not walke 1n death? or, (w hich is eſſe) 
b 21t Reppe out of doores, and not lteppe | into 2 oreat pud- 
dleoftinac > Not onely by the corruption of our vile na« ' 
ture, by which ve are carried to all cuill, but allo by the | | 
{udtile inticement of our old enemic, who hath ſpred his | 
nets of deceit ouer all the world, and baited his hookes 
| with cuery part of our fleſh,and hath fo many lures of im- 
l | poſture for oureyes, charmes for our cares,vaine thoughts 
| for our hearts, and by. wayes for our feet, we are lo cngitt 
and bel: © oily on euery hand and ſide of vs, that wee are 
x , eally caug!it, andno {ooner a{lailed, then taken : neither | 
' is he ſure that thinkes hee commerh. into this field of at | 
| | faults bett appointed for them: the world, what is it bur 
1 a Sea, which ſwelleth with pride, fomerh he: luſt,boilerh 
| 
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with deſires, and hath many conrarie tydes and tEmpetis 
| tOturne vs from the port to which wee faile ? Our life, 
what is it bur a life of battels, and a perpetuall wartare, in 
| ; the which we are to Rtrine againſt the world and the Prince 
| | G 3 thereof, | 
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thereof, yea againſt our owne fleſh, and the lufls there - 
' in, and not to haue one minute of truce with them; but in 
| acalmetolooke for a tempef?, and to be moſt diltruſtfull, 
whenthe enemy ſeemerh molt quiet and (ill? for,befides 


thote many weapons which Sathan hath to aſſault vs, the 
many occaſions that he hath to withdraw vs ; his skill in | 
, vſing his weapons, his policie in applying and taking his | 
; occaſions ; heis well acquainted with the humours, not , 


| ofcuery ape onely, bur of cuery eſtace alſo : and therefore | 
| can fit euery one with and in that to which hee is moſt in- | 
clined. He tempteth young men with beaurie, middle age , 


| with glory, and old age wit money : he ſtirreth vp con- 
| tempr in {uperiours, enuie in infertours, and malice in C- 
| quals: Ifany beftrong in faith, hee will ceach him to pre- 
\ume; and it any be weake, he will drive him to delpaire. 
He cloatheth his foule practiſes with tolerable names ; 
making lult bur a tricke of you;h, ambition a {pur to vere 
| rue, defire of money honeſt prouifion, and wiatſceuer is 

of it ſclte cuill, and tor it felfe hatefull, a thing meerely in- 
different : yea, where he cannot hinder the courſe of god- 
linefle, he will ſo aduance it in the foliowers, that bee will | 
| make them proud of that they doe. Andto be {tort when 
he pe: cciucth that hee cannot worke {o grolcly in the chiil- 
dren ot light, as toperſwade them that darbneftc is ji-he, | 
and light darkneſſe; hee ferches about vnder hand to per= | 
{wade them, that though they may not doe as the wicked 
doe, yet it is no harme to keeps them. company ; and 
though they be aſhamed of many things in the light, 
yet in the carke they neede not, iccing no man ſees 
| them, 


| Further, to this kis skill and policie, hee addes no lefle | 
| 
| 


diligence : and forthis, hce is faid ro be a Dragon that ne- | 
ver fleepeth, aud Lyon that never Iyes till. /zeking whom | 
he may denonre; nce fowes tares mthenignt, and atten= | 
| dech heir growing inthe day; he gaines the time that we | 
looſe, and where we are carcleſſe, he workes; what wee | 
ſcatter he eathers, and what opportunicies wee giue, hee 


takes, And what hee doth in perſon by himſelfe, the ſame 
he | 
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| he doeth by his Miniſters, making them more warchfull to 
build vp the Synagogue of Antichri(?, then they are to 
build Gods houſe; and more zealous for a temple of 
idoles,thea they are zealous for the Temple of God. 1Vere 
aveth faint or fall among them ; none ſlumber nor ſleepe ; 
netther 15 the girdle of their loines looſed ; nor the latchet of | 
their ſhoves broken, Eſacg+27- 

Wherefore it is, that chough our caſe be neuer ſo good, 
and our enemies caſe deſperate, yet hee will bee in hope to 
ouercome vs, if by no other meanes, yet with his impor- 
tunities. And to this, as to all other his attempts againl(t 
vs, he is much incouraged and fer on by our owne corrup- 
tion, which giues him no ſazall hope, while wee cary 
that about vs, which 13 as ready to open the gate , as hee 
ro enter, 

For,as Bernard noterh very well: Dwot quot degimiys in 
region? vmbre mortis, cc, As many of vs as liue jn this 
ſhadoiv of death, in this inficmitic of body, as it were ſeat 
of teinptations, we haue our inconueniences; We are caſte 
to bee ſeduced, faint to doe good, weake to reſiſt cuill. 
Whereby it commeth to paſſe, that when we would judge 
berweene good any eujli, wee are decciued, when wee 
would doe good, wee cannot, and when wee would refit 
eui!], we yeeld vito tt. 

This the Apoſile Saint Pax, calleth rhe Law in our 
members, rebclling againſt the Law of our minde, and 
leading vs captiue co the Law of hinne, Rom.7.23. A Law 
of ſuch force and ſpite againſt ys, wiile wee dwell in this 
earthly houſe, that wee need no other encmic to maintaine 
battell with vs, and to keepe vs this way doing , There- 
fore, ſecing we haie ſo many cauſes to ſcekea thing which 
for it ſelfe, is ſo worthy; ſeeing allo our auncient enemie 
beſers vs with ſo many occafions, and ſo much 5kill and 
diligence, going ſo farre beyond vs in bis aduantages, to 
our ſ{poile and viterdeſtruRion: how ſhould theſe things 
moue vs to be well appoimed,at all aſſajes, ro rake heede 
roour Chriftian Rate, and particularly (as followerh ) ro 


our walking, 
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T hat yee walke, cc. Albeit, wee are to take no ſmall 
heed to our Chriſtian ſtate, that it Rand vpon matter of 
found dodtrine, ſo that not onely we beleeue nothing con- 


trary to the Word, but beleeuc whatſocuer is concincd in 


- 
CC 


it: yetare we fo to looke tOn, that we faſhion our walk. 


ing to it, and ſo to belecue, that we liue there-afrer, And 
therefore, where we are willed rotake heed of fille Pro- 
phets that come in Sheepes cloathing, and ro trie the Sp:- 
rit, becauſe ſome that {ceme of God, may prooue Sathani- 
cail : we are taught ro know falſe Prophets by their fruits, 
and lying Spirits by their Doctrine : and the Apoſtle who 
exhorteth Trmothie to looke to his Doctrine, exhortech 
the ſame Timothie alſoto looke to hinieite.For true it is, 
that as our eyes defire light. to the end they may lee, and 
yet withall deſire it, that by iceing they ray recejae and 


ojue direQhon tothe body : lo the eye of the ſoule, the vn | 


derftanding, deſires the Doctrine, as it were lig 

will of God, that it may know; and yet fo thould deſire 
to know, that good affeCtions may tollow, and know- 
ledge, ſo gotten, may dircct our life, Allo, as itts ſaid of 
Chritit that hee knew nocuill, when it is meant hee did 
none : ſo may hee truely be ſaid, to know the will of God 
that aoeth it, 

For in vaine doe we keepe his Commandements in our 
heads, 1f wee Leepe them not in our lives. And here, the 
Prophet Darid, that hee might titre vs vp to the deeper 
ſtudy, and meditation of the Law, pronounceth them 
happy, not that are learned, but that are vadefiled inthe 
way, not that know the Law, but that walke in it, After 
wards, hee calies the Law a Lanterne, not vnto our eyes, 
bur vnto our fcete : and alight, not to our mindes, but to 
our pathes, W hich hee doeth, that wee might vndertand 
that frunleſic knowledge, and an idle profeſſion of the 
Law without fulfilling it, is a damnable, both knowledge 
and piofeſſion, 

And it avy ſhall thinke that obedience to the Com- 
mandements, was {o required ynder the Law, as thar it 
was abrogated with it, {which is the opinion of many 
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e-ſtheiſts at this day, that by it rhey may cloake their lis 
bertie of life, ant of ſome Profeſſours,that yeeld too much 
to their luſts : ) let them know that Chriſt came not to de- 
| ftroy the Law, butrto fulfill it; Aah.s5.17. and that hee 
was ſo farre from taking.any edge of rigour from it, that 
he whetteth it to a ſeuerer expoſition, adding more quick- 
neſſe to it, then the Phariſes would confeſle to bee in it in 
reſtraining the naturall Man,For,where the Law forbad to 
commit murder, he expounded the Law rightly, to forbid 
anger : and where it forbad to commit adultery, he ex= 
pounded it, to forbid all looking ypon a woman to lult af- | 
ter her: © 9Math.g.27,28, Where it forbad forſwearing, he 
expounded it,to forbid ſwearing at all, to wit, vainely,and 
in common talke : Math. 5.33. 34. and where it com- 
mended to loue our neighbour, hee expounded as a com- 
mandement to loue our enemies. /7ath.5.4.3,44- 
So hee laid more weight vpon the Law, rather then 
| tooke off any; for, -hee himſelfe was to fulfill it. How 
much the more injury doe our aduerſaries (the Papiſts ) 
| tovs, and to our DoCtrine, while they goe about to per- 
ſwade the ruder multitude, that our Do&rine of faith, | 
- | takes away good workes, and brings in agreater liberty, 
or rather licenſe of life, then is to*bee found among the | 
Turks,and Infidels.For where we ſay that faith alone doth 
| iuſtifie ; we doe not require that faith ſhould be alone, be- 
cauſe it iuſtifies alone, burconfefle with the Apolile, that 
| faith without workes is dead. Jam2.17. And fo grant | 
| him any thing rather then faith, that can ſpeake as though 
hee hated vice, and yet live, as though he hated yertue, It 
| is the ſaying of our Saujour Chriſt; »t exery one, that | 
| ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdome of | 
| Heauen, but he that doeth the will of my Father which 1314 | 
Heauen, Math.7.21. | 
| For, thefig-tree in the Goſpel made a faire floriſh by 
leaues; bur, hauing nothing bur leaues of ſeeming, withe= 
red; HMath.21.19. after Chriſt had ſaid, newer fruit grow 
on thee any more. The fooliſh Virgines had Lampes of a 
glorious profeſſion, as well the Wilc ; but lacking f 
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| Ole of faith and a good conſcience therein, were ſhut our, | 
| CMatth.t5, 1.2.10,11, The Phariſe had the Law of God 
' in his mouth, and inthe skirts of his garments, no man 
| oftner, or more; and yet when hee went intothe Temple | 
| to pray, the filly Publican, was preferred before him : for, | 
| x 


he wen to his houſe more iultified Father then he, Lvk.18., 

14. By all which wee Nr FO it is not enough to come 
neere to God with our lips, except our hearts come ncere | 
him, and our hands touch him. ALath.15.8. 9.20, To 
| be hcarers of the Lav, and nor doers, is to deceiue our 
{clues : Iam. t. 22. For, fo wee ſha!l make cur cares to ac- | 
cauſe ys, and our owne mouthes to {peake againft vs. And | 
they, who ( like Monſters ) haue longer tongues then | 
hands, that is, can ſay more then they will doe, are not vn- 
| fitly compared to leaues without fruit , lampes with- of | 
{ out oile, clouds without water, having a ſhew of vods | 
| lincfle, but denying the power thereof 2 7 Tim. 3.5. To | 
| theſe (as Gregory noteth in his moralles) it commeth to | 
paſſe in the juſt nudgement of God, that by the wicked- 
neſſe of their liues they looſe the opinion of their taith, 
| For, though we are to confetle with the mourth,as wee doe | 
belceue with the heart; Ra, 10.10, Yet / as Cypriin 
| faichin his booke ae Dreplici Alartyrs ) efficaciry eſt vite 
| 111218 lngue reſfiomonizems : : more ſpeaking is the Teſtj- 
| mony ofour life, then the witnefle of our rongue, And, in 
the ſame booke further; habert & opera ſnam linguam, 
| habeat ſuam facunaziam { etram ) tacente lingua. Our 
| 


workes can ſpeake, and that cloquently for ys, though we 
hold our peace. In the end hee concludes, rat 2 our -cood 
{ workes profeſſe God, {o our euill doe tay fer vs, th tf Wee 
' thinke there is aGeod. It cannot be Genic ed, but that tne 
Word of God 1s like vnto fire; and t!: berefoce 25 able ro 
worke in vs, not onely the knowledge of Gods will, bur 
obedience to the {ame, as fire giues ay vYarer, not one] 
heare but motion, king © it not onely note, but to boile 
| over. Yer as fire it ſelfe, though neuer ſo hote, doeth not 
' burne the hand char light tly coucherh 3 it, aſſing quickely 
| through the flame : lo neither doeth the Word worke 
where 
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where itis little regarded, or paſleth preſently through ys. 
| And here thcir negligence commeth to bee reprooued, 
who, though they acknowledge the Doctrineof Chriſt, 
| and can be content / intheir manner ) to giue their names 
to the trueth, doe not much trouble themſelues in ſhew- 
ing it foorth by their deedes, how ſo euer (other wayes ) 
they will be wary enough to doe nothing directly againſt 
ic. But, though they thinke it good to {leepe in a whole | 
and warme skinne, and to paſſe chrough this life, as a Ship | 
through the Sea, that Jeaueth nofigne of her being there : 
yet they ſnall inde, how ſo cuer they can reaſonably cleare 
themſclues cf doing nocuill ; that they qſhall anſwere for | 
rot doing of good,and further,tor riot doing as much good | 
as they might, | 

And therefore, let them that liue in no particular yoca- 
tion flater themſelues as much as they liſt, becauſe in do- | 
iag nothing, they doe no cuill (though indeede, it be euill 
to doe nothing, and-.idleneflc bee ( as Bernard proucth) | 
| as \ell the mocher of vice, as the ſtep-mother of vertue) 
| they ſhall keare, one day, that ſenreace of condemnation 
read againſt them; [was hungry, and ye gaue me no meate; 
| / thirfled, and yee gane me no arinke; 1 was naked, and yee | 
| cloathed menot Math. 25.42.45. 

It is not ſaid, that when Chriſt, in his poore members, 
| was hungry, yee tooke away his bread, bur it is ſaid, yee 
| did not feede him: : nor that yee tooke away his drinke, 
; | when hee was thirſty, but that yee gaue him no drinke: 
neither thar yee vncloathed him; but that yce cloathed 
him not when hee was naked. So Saint «Argnftine, but 
as wee mult walke, ſo wee mult ſo walke, that wee bee 
circumſpeR,. 

Walke circumſpettly, &c. Becauſe there is but one way 
right, and the fame narrow, YWMat.7.14e where there are 
many by-wayes,and broad withall, it is neceſſary, and re- 
quired, that in our walking, we bee circumſpect, looking | 
abour vs, and to our feete, where rye {et them : and that as 
well in reſpect of our ſclues, that we doe not erre, as 1n re- | 


{pect of others, that we doe not offend, For our (clues we | 
H 2 ſhall 
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ſhall not doe amiſle, if, as the Sailor hath alway the North 
polc,and the Archer his marke in his eye; ſo we euer haue 
in the eye of our minde, the end at which we ſhould aime 
in our whole courſe ; even that which js the Norch pole of 
our Cariftian Nauigation, and white or leuell of our beſt 
and holieſt endeuours here. And therefore if wee did well 
conſider to what end we were created,and fince the image 
of God was defaced in vs, to what end wee were rc 
deemed ; it would moue ys to take that courle that could 
velt bring vs to that end, and to thinke all that labour 
lolt, that is beſtowed to the contrary, or impertinently 
thereunto, 

The rather (alſo) ſhould wee fo doe, becaufe it is not 
in our power or choiſe to propoſe to our ſelues, in our 
Chriſtian walke, what end and manner wee liſt; but haue 
the ſame pitched and fer vnts vs by the will of God, whole 
will in his Word, is our ſanRification, and that euery one 


of vs ſhould know how to poſleſle his veſſell in holinefſe 


and honour. 1 Theſc4.3,4. Now this holineſſe of life, be- 
ing the chicfe end, or white at which the regenerate 
ſhould aime and bend vnto, in their Chriſtian conuerſati- 
on, doeth fer a price ypon ic, and all other things elle, 
which (though lawtfull and needfull in our mortall life ) 
we ſhould much lefſe efteeme then it,and it (being chiefe ) 
much more then them all.For this cauſe ic behoueth vs to 
bee very circumſpeR, that {ſecing temporall bleſſings are 


neceſſarily, and may lawfully, in a fort, be deſired) we bee 
not caried away with the tide of our affections, to ter our 


hearts ypon them, or to elteeme them, cither for them- 


ſelues, or for any other end, and with any other minde, 
then for the exerciſe of godlincile, 

For as the Moone is darkened and Eclipſed, when the 
Earth doeth come bertweene her and the Sunne : fo th 
mindes of the godly ſuffer, and arc in a certaine Eclipſe of 
Pietie, when carthly cogirations, come berweene them 
and the Sunne of Righteouſneſſe, Chriſt Teſus. Therefore 
well was it noted by Gregory in his Morals, that /0/zs 1» 
rcitrs non cadst qur ſe aliquanas, & a licits cante re- 
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ſtringit ; that is, that hee onely doeth not offend in things py 
yolawfull, that now and then reſtraines himſelfe from 
things lawfull, _ 
And now, if wee muft bee focircumſpect inthings in- 
different, and lawfull, as not to defire them, either more 
or other wayes then we ſhould ; how much more circum- 
{pet,o.1ghr we to be jn thole things, that {of themlelues ) 
are valawfull and wicked ? There is no fellowſhip be- 
tweene light and darkeneſſe, betwcene the workes of the 
Spirit, and the deedes of the fleſh. 2 C:r.6.14, If we will 
F live inthe Spiric, wee mult walke in the Spirit : Gal.F.25. 
F Andif we bee Chriſts, wee muſt crucifie the fleſh with the 
| affections and the lults. Gal. 5.24» | 
f One faith well; if wee would bee of the minde before 
| we finne, of the which wee commonly are, when we haue 
| finned, and did marke our pleaſures ( as «Ariſtotle doerh 
aduiſe ) not asthey come, but as they goe away; wee 
would not commir ſuch groſe {innes, and ſo with greedi- 


he eee... te 


| neſſe, as wee doe; nor drinke iniquitie as the moſt doe, 
j who drinke ic, as the beaſt doeth water, Neither are wee 
j to be wary or circumſpec onely in the greater euils, but in 
; ſmaller offences ( allo) wee mult fiop their courſe when 
, | they are a beginning, and roote them vp when iney are 


[ | young. For little ſparkes may proue great fires, and ſmall 
| ſprings riſe to great ponds, 

The leaſt infirmities wee have, doe bring { as Saint 
| Hierom noteth ) though not death, yet fickeneſſe to the | 
ſoule, and though they doe not quench, yet they make ſad 
| the Spirit of God. And (theretore) as they thar loue their 
| bodily death, dce not onely prevent death, bur the dif- 
eaſes that make way to it : fo they that care for the health 
of their ſoules, will bee as diligent to preuent the diſeale, | 
| as they would the death of ir, when they ſce it comming. 
For, if it bee true in the life of the body, it is much mote | 
true in the life of the ſoule, that v1ta, now eſt vinere ſed va- 
| eye; that is, it is not life toljue, butto bee in health, and | 
| rnany live by breathing, that are dead in fine. If (there- 
| fore) we did as conſtantly beleeue that, which wee cannor | 
H 2 deny | 
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denie to be molt true, which is that our aduerſary win- 
noweth vs as wheat, and that we ſhall giue an account of 
cuery, not onely wicked, but idle, not onely deede , bur 
word, 1/at.12.36, we would {as Saint /er992 counſel! eth 
vs ) minima pro maxim!s cauere, be as circumipect in {mall 
things as in great, ſpecially fincethe leaſt finne committed 
is made greater then wee can aniwer by the greatneſle of 
him againft whom it 15 done, 

This ſhould make vs caretull ropreuent, not finne one- 
ly but the occaſions thereof,that we be not ouer-taken ere 
we be aware, and take the difeale before we ſuſpect it, A- 
nin verers qus ſeit, ſcit tuto vadere; the minde that 
knoweth how to feare, knoweth ho'# to walke ſafely, and 
without feare : and it is careto be prouided againſt occa- 


ſions, that make ys ſecure. As (therefore) it is written of 


the Africans , becauſe their Countrey is troubled much 
with Snakes, that they tread lightly in euery place, and, 
if they chance to feele any cold thing, 'doe more then halfe 
ſuſpeR it isa Snake ; and as they that ride with acharge in 
the night, doc (becaule of the darkeneſle, and their feare 
furthered by it) take euery buſh for a thiefe : cuen ſo wee, 
who by reaton ol a greater charge, goe in greater danger, 
and are threarncd with the bitings of ſharper teeth then 
Snakes haue any, ſhould much more ſuſpect vpon euery 
occaſion; thinking euery place wetread on, to be anet to 
ſnare vs, and euery thing we doe, to be a bait to catch vs; 
in cuery grafle we ſhould feare a inake, and in every buſh 
a thicfe of our faluation: as well againſt ſmall] as grear 


finnes we ſhould come well appointed with the armoar of 


light, hauipg about our loines zhe girdle of truth , in our 


hands the rela of faith, and ſword of the ſp1rit, which 13 the | 


word of Ged ; for the couer of our teer, the preparation of 


the Goſpell, and the helmet of ſaluation on our head ; r1gh- 
reonſneſſe tor our breaſt-plate, and tor all parts, prayer, 
whichis the button, or knot, that holds all the peeces to» 
gether that we looſe nothing. Theſe we haue in che armo- 
ry of Scripture, by the key of Saint Pax! in his Epiſtle to 
the Epheſians, chapter 6. verſes 14,15,16,17,18, If wee 


take 


| 


] 
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take theſe peeces from thence, arme with them ypon all 
occaſions, and vie them as we ought, wee ſhall not runne 
into euill ; and when the enemy aſlaiteth vs, wee ſhall 
be ready both. to giue him battaile, and to ſend him 
backe, 

And yet it will not be enough for our circumſpeR walk- 
ing, that we flie all, not onely finne, but occafions of ſinne 
our ſelues, except we ſo beare our ſelues in reſpeR of 0 
thers, that we giue no occaſton of iult offence ro them by 
word or deede. I ſay iult offence; becauſe, many times,an 
offence may be taken when it is not giuen, So the adueria- 
ries of the truth are offended at our doctrine which is true, 
and at the fruits of it, which are good : like as the ewes, 
when Srephez did truely charge them to be me of vaciy- 
cumciſed hearts and eaves, ſuch as cuer refilted the ho!y 


Ghoſt as their fathers did, were (cucn) cut to the hearr, 


and gnaſhed at him with their teeth, «Ls 7.51,54. Bur 
how can we helpe ie? the offence is taken by them, not 
giuen by ys. Now if the malice of the wicked be ſuch that 
they will take offence at that which is well done ; how cir- 
cum'peR ſhould we be,and how circumſpeCtly ſhould we 
walke, that by our euill deedes we giue-chem no jult cc- 
caſion? 

This occaſion, though it may be giuen diuers wayes,Ci- 
ther when we tcach ſome falſe or vncertaine doctrine, con- 
trary to that which we haue receiued ; or when in things 
ind:ferent we abuſe our Chriſtian libertic, cating with of- 
fence, and wearing our apparell ſo as may iultly giue ot- 
fence : yer is it chietely ment in this place,as ſpoken of that 
oftence that is giuen by our euill life : for, we oug!1t to hauc 
a1 honeſt reſticmony even of them that are without : and 
our i1ght ſhould fo ſhine ynto others in our godly conuer- 
{arion, that they may ſee our good worxes throug? 12nd 
by it, or beholding it, glorifie our father which is in 1ea- 
uen, at.z.16. we myſt not be an occaſion that the name 
of God be blaſpherned(chiwagh vs, Rom.2.24. the rather, 
becauſe they thatare without, and alſo becaul? they that 


are weake within, thaue their judgement led by no perm 
rule, 
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rule, nor eltceme of the docirine further,or otherwiſe then 
they {ce it fruitful! in the followers : therefore doth the A- 
poltle cxhort the Epheſians, fince they weie called in hope, 


ro adornethe calling with their good liues ; and,being ye- | 
newed in the ſpirit of their minde, tocaſt off the old man,and | 
to pit on the new 11 holineſſe, Epheſe4-22,23,24- lince they | 
were lightned, hee bids them to lay aftde the workes of | 


darkenefie,and in an honeſt conuerſation, to doe the deeds 
that will not flye the light. So he wrote to the Romans, 
who alſo had bin called, by God, ont of darkeneſſe into his 
marneilous lizht; bidding them, fince that n1ght was paſt,to 
walke honeſtly ,as tn the day,Rom.12.12,13. that is, to doe 
the workes of the day of the Goſpell, not the vnfruicſull 


| 


workes of the night of ignorance, and of finne. The fame | 


Apoſtle writing to the Church at Corith, doerh in great : 


zeale, and with many reaſons charge them to giue none 
offence, cither to the Iewes, orto the Gentiles, or to the 
Church of God, x Cor.10. 32. butto edifice one another 
with their good example,as well as doctrine,ver.3 3.1( or, 


14-T2.and in his former Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians fift 


chapter, and 22. verſe, for this cauſe heeexhotrts them to 
abſtaine, not from uill onely, but from all appearance and 
ſhew of euill ; for,the common fort rakes euery one to be 


{ ashe ſeemes, and will take a ſmall occaſton to condemne 


him and his profeſſion that ſeemes nor. 


I doe not ſpeake this, as if men ſhould liue to opinion 


and ſhew, and that euery thing were beſt that ſeemes beſt, 
or that the common ſort thinkes beſt : bur I ſpeake ir to 
the end we ſhould not vrtterly negle& the vulgar report,or 
{ which is the diſeaſe of an impudent face and heart) neuer 
regard what men ſayof vs : for, that which Tlie ſpake 
of friendſhip, is true of reports ; graxe eſt amicitia vere ac- 
cuſars, ſed fi falſo accuſeri,non eft negligendnm. In friend- 
ſhip it is a grieuous thing iuflly robe accuſed, and not to be 
negleRed if we be accuſed falſely: for, albeit acleare con= 
ſcience be a brazen wall; yec, as Saint «Aſtin noteth, do 
ſrt neceſſaria conſtientia, & bona ſama; conſcientia prop- 


ter re 1pſuns, bona fama propter Proximum : that is, two | 
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conſcience, and a good name ; good conſcience for our | 
owne lakes, good name for our neighbours ſake. And this | 
| lateris ſaid by Salomonto be aboue great riches, Pro.22. 1. | | 
that is, more then any or all the commodities of this life. In | 
another place, by the ſame wiſe King in /erwſalem, it is 
| preferred befoxe the beſt ontments, and eltcemed with the |} 
| moſt precious things, Eccleſ.7.2. | 
Danid was carctull not to ſeeme delighted with Saxls | fl 
death; and therefore to ſatisfie others as well as tocon. | RE it 
tent himſelfe, he greatly mourned for it, 2 Sam.11.17,19. | | 
&c. Thelike ſatisfaRion he was carefull to giue about the | 
death of eAbner,z Sam.3.31. hee would nut haue the ſuſ- | 
pition of that trecherous deede to come neere him, but re- 
moues it by making great lamentation for him, though he 
had beene his enemie : though it be not in our power to 
bridle the rongues and pennes of ill diſpoſed perſons, yet 4 
it much concernes ys tv beare off their firoakes with . 
our innocencic, and to be {ure that we giue them no juſt | 
occaſion, | 
The true light that came intothe world,entred with this | 
condition, that men ſhould nor anely fit {till in darkenefle, 
but loue darkeneſſc; and not onely ſo much, but more | 
then light, hz 3.19. fo ordinary a thing it 1s for truth ir 
ſelfe to heare ill, and where there is moſt neede, not to be 
' recejued. Chriſt is tearmed but the Sonne of a Carpenter, 
| though the Sonne,and great power of God : the Apolties } 
men of excellent rongues and ſpeech, are ſaid ro be fl/ of | 
new wine, At 2.13. Paul molt ſober, is {aid robe mad | 
and beſide himſelfe, eActs 26. 24. Ivhn Baptiſt, to hane a 
Dixell,, Mat.11.18. the Prim+tiue Chriſtians to beleeuc in | 
a Galileay and hangd God : theſe did well,and yet heard | 
il[in che world chat was not worthy of them: ſo true it 15 | 
1 


| 
{$2 BU (x Y DRIES > 1 
| things are needefull in a(peaceable Chriſtian life ) good 


that the world ſpeakes no language ſo much and pertectly, 
as reproach and flander : and hence it is that of late, the 
execution of Tuſtice is calied perſecution for the Goſpel! ; 
puniſhment of Traitors, martyring of Saints; the preach- 


| ing of Faith, the preaching of looſcacfle, is not our diuiſt» | 
/ I on 
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by on among our {clues come tothis, that on the one fide all 
zeale is made hypocrifie,andall learning iudged vanirie on | 
the other : on either ſtde, what js ſo good, but it is made 

i112 and what fo ill,that is not made worſe ? 


Theſe things ( as I haue ſaid) weil conſidered, haue we 
not great cauſe to looke to our wayes, and our ſelues cir- 
| cumſpeRly ? and ſecing wee are to regar#our brethren | 
in our cxample, as well as to cleare our ſclues in. our do- | 
ings, how waric ſhould wee be both of d ing euill our 
ſelues, and of beiog any occaſion that eui}l be done by o- | 
thers ? The Heathen Law-giver appointed 2 double pu- | 


niſhment to a publique ill-doing Magiſtrate : the one for 
doing euill, the other, for giuing an euiil example, And fo 
Chriſtians, when they doe amiſſe, Rand doubly charged | 
before the Lord ; once for the euill they doe, and againe | 
for the hurt that commeth of it, So Dax: bore a double 
ſinne in his finnes cf adultery and murther; one before 
God, that was put away, 2347.12 1}. another by which 
he maae the enemies of the Lord to blaſpheme : and this was 
viti:ed with certaine ſharpe chafliſements temporal! : the | 
| childe that was borne muſt dye, and the ſword of trouble 
mult be walking,ver/e 14.and verſe 10, Therefore though 
{ this counſell of a heathen man be good, I - re 9z2/i vers 
extra, that is, let no man ſceke himſeltc 1n other mens 
mouthes : yet that which another ſaith is neceſſary ; vimen- 
dum rette cum propter plurima,tunc has ( precipue ) ob cau- 
ſas vt linguas mancipior,contemnas : we ought to liue wel, 
as for many other reaſons, ſo for this chiefely, that we may 
| contemne rhe tongues of railing CAarrrzzs. And it cannot 
I! but be neceſſary for euery one that dorh tender his credit, 
thoughin the firſt place to take heede that hee deſerue no 


euil], yet in the ſecond to be no leſle careful} that he be not 

eui'l !poken of without deſerving, 

| Sowelſee that hee had neede to haue as many eyes as 

| efr9195, orratherto befull of eyes, as an Angell of God, 
that will be circumſpeR enough in an age ſo Full of temp=- 

tations, and in dayes ſo euill : to which let me adde 


| this one reaſon more,and that is, the ſmall incomage:nents 
that 


— < 
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that this froward world affords to thoſe that follow after 


things of beſt report ; the diſgraces tkat it caſts ypon grace 
in the chilaren of light; & the no accotic that it makes either 
of godlines or of godly perſons,able to make them to turne 
out of their good way,ifthey walk not circumſpectly. And 
here the admonitis that Chriſt gaue, would be remebred,it 
is a good antidote againſt carnall weaknes: b/eſſed 75 he that 


Pall not be offended in me, Mat.11.6. & we ſhall haue need | 
of it for our more comfortable paſſing through thi vale of 


Baca.lt isa hard condition that we are putynto;hard(I con- 
feſle) to fleſh and blond to beare the croſſe wita patience, 
when our good conuerſation inthe world is not onely left 
without honour, but filled with reproach : for, will it not 
much trouble a man in his way (who yet walketh weakely) 
when he ſhall heare with his eares, that that which is moſt 
precious and aboue all worldly treaſure, ſhall beare no 
price, or be reckoned nothing inthe ballance, that is, in 
the opinion of the greateſt, and greateſt part of worldly 
men? Beſides, what incouragement is there tor good things 
and good men, when no rewards (here) are aſcribed to 


— 


them ? when no nobilitie is giuen co the new birth? no ho. 


nour to the ſeruice of God ? no beautie to the beautie of | 


the daughter of $70», whoſe glory 15 all within ? no joy ex= 
ternall toa good conſcience? no glory to the crofle ? no 
wiſedometo the knowledge of Chriſt > and no riches to 
true godliacſle, which (yet) is of ſo great gaine, that the 
Merchant of this Pearle was concent to ſell all, himſeclfe 
and all, ro buie it, Mat.1 3.44. If aman walke not circum- 
ſpetly, how can he but be © nded at theſe things ? how 
can ie but either refuſe the narrow way of grace,or (being 
entred into it) goe backe with diſcouragement ? It is ne- 
ceſſary therefore, and more then conuentent, that wee ſo 
walke, and further (as it followeth) that we walke ; 

Not as fooles, but as wiſe.) By wiſedome, the Apoſtle 
(hee ) nieaneth Chriſtian wiſedome,and godly warinefle : 
not ſuch «iſedome as bath no folly in it: for, who is ſo 
wiſc, but is in ſome things fooliſh, and at ſame times deae 
lerh fooliſhly ? Hence this ſaying ; ſfx/tor,plena ſunt omnia; 
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that - 
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thatis, all things and places are full of fooles and folly ; 
or the witeſtare fooles in ſome things : and no man ſo 
wiſe, that doth not ſometimes ttip,and in ſome things halc 
downe right in his wiſedome, Neuertheleſſe pood Chri- 
ſtians may and ought to carne themſelues wiſely and wich 
g00d dilcretion in all companies, and at all times, And in 
the Apoſtles dialc&t, he is counted wife, not that hath no 
folly 1a him in reſpect of heauenly knowledpe and matters, 
but that hath the lealt folly in him, in regard of chem. Bur 


—_—_— 


Im—__ 


fooles are thcy that vnderitand not, nor will know, what | 


the will of the Lords, Epheſ.5.17. And of all fooles, there 


his, who ſaith 11 hi heart there 15 no God, Pſal. 14. 1. For 
ſuch an one, if he might be ſcene in his owne likeneſſe,and 


| not masked and diſguiled in ſo many profeſſions, (as it 


were) ſhapes, in the which he puts himſelfe, wee ſhould 
finde finne a peerclefle foole; yea him a foole, that ſo var- 
niſhed with colours goes for wiſe. And this couert-folly 
doth chicfely reignc in the worldly Policique,who having 
learned of his Maſter Aachiazel, that Religion was deui- 
{ed but to fray fooles (though States-men, that mult nor 
be eſteemed fooles, muft (neceffarily) ſeeme religious) is 
yet very circumſpeR to be reputed wile and religious, 
thereby to abuſe the ſimplicity of them that are rel:gious 
indeede. 

Of this kinde 1 would there did not abound in our own 
State too many, who vnder the name of Religion, are rea- 
dy to cut the throat of Religion; and therefore condemne 
Churches and Colledges, as cages of vncleane Birds, that 
they may make them the neſts of Cormorants. Heace it is, 


| that hauing ſhorne the wooll of our Ecclehiaſticall prefer. 


ments; the moſt of our beſt reuenewes, in many places, arc 
by Gods heauy hand vpon our finnes,made bur thred-bare 
Prone + burthe ſtubble that they have conceiued will 

ring forth chaffe for the vnquenchable burning, and that 


which they ſeemed to hane, foall be taken from them, Luke 


&, 18. 
Others there are, who (alſo) would ſeeme wiſe, and 
are 
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is no fooleto him, and yet no folly to much followed as |} 
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| are fooles : and theſe are (rather) negatiuely,then poſitiue= 
ly, rel:gious : fooles, that can reaſon againſt all Religions, 
but for none : who (therefore) make Religion the Bute for 
their tongues to ſhoot at. 

And there are another ſort of fooles, who thinke they 
| walke as warily as is required, if they can ſo walke that 
mans Law can takeno aduantage of them, though they 
breake Gods Law gaily ; ſwearing horribly,ſpending time 
wickedly, and miſpending Gods Sabbaths, It may be 
ſaid of ſuch as Seneca ſaid of the like in his time: Yan 

angu5ta eſt innocentia ad legem bonum eſſe? that is, how 

| nearely goe they to worke wich their honetty,that will be 
| no better then the Law compels them ? ſpeciaily that Law 
| 


| that encreth not into the heart, bur ſtaicth withour, as it 
were, inthe veter court of words and deedes? In this caſe 
euery man {hou!d be a Law to himſelfe , remembring 
that the prauitie(cuen of thoughts)hath a Iudge,the ludge 
of thoughts ; and good men will doe that which is good, 
rather of conſcience becauſe they know it to be good,then 
of conſtraint becaulc it is commanded : For thus they free 

themſelues from that folly by which many thinke they 
walke circumſ{peRtly , when they walke cloſely ; and are 
wary, when {indeede) they be craftie : but this damned 
| policic of the Papitts, S; non cafte,ramen cate : if you can- | 
; not liue chaſtely, ar leaſt liue charily; let vs leaue to the LN 
; | CMowles and tothe Bars, Eſay 2. 20. to Papiſts, and to |} 
Papiſticall perſons : for fnne is finne,though it be ſhut vp; | © | 
I doe not ſay inthe ſecrereft corner of our chambers,but in "=o 
the very cloter of our hearts: and tt ofe cloakes that we 
; ſeeke to couer it with, are but the figge-leaues of eAdar, 
or rather nets,in the which fooles think they dance vnſene: 
but who can conceale fire, which will maniteſt it ſelfe by 
it owne light? ſo,who can hide finne,that will not be hid- 
| den,thoughit be neuer ſo cloſely pent vp in our thoughts? 
| et the fowle of the heauen will carry the voyce, and that 

| which hath wir:gs will declare the matter, Zec/eſ. 10. 20, 
| . wee haue ſeene the happy experience of it inour dayes ; 
where nothing was, or could be practiſed againſt [acos by | 
| | I 3 any 5 
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any E/au,but it was knowne to ÞRebecca,our mother in 1ſ- 
racl, Gea.27.42. and the Ranens of the Valley hane picked 
ot the eyes of many of her haters,Pro,z0.17. 

Bur ſay, that the light of our ſecret finnes did not 
breake out before men : yet, what hope is there to hide 


them, when hee al wayes beholdeth them, who can enter | 


when the doores are {hut, lob 20.26. and thole eyes 1 
meane of conſcience, ſee them, that are more, in this caſe, 
then a thouſand witneſſes ? It may be ſaid of theſe circum- 


ſpeR fonles, vir quengquam inentes qui aperts oftio poſſit 


vinere, tanitores con{cientia, non ſuperbia oppoſnit. Seneca | 
Epiſt. 96. That is, yee ſhall ſcarce finde one of them that * 
dares liue with his doore open, which proccedeth rather 


from the guilrineſſe of his conſcience, then for any pride to 
keepe a porter, 

To this folly, let mec adde another not much vnlike ; 
and this is the folly of thoſe that are ſtrict in ſmall mat- 
ters, and in greater looſe girded : and theſe, it they were 
meaſured by the ſame thread that they mcaſure others, 
would bee found little better then Phariſaicall fooles, char 
ſraine at a Gnat, and ſwallow a Camell CIMHarth. 24. 24. 
they tithe Mint, and Cummin, but leaue the weighticr 
matters of the Law. verſe 23. Daintie they are in a cere- 
mony,but not daintic to commit fin; and (as wee vie to 
ſay) they ſtumble at a ſtraw, and leape ouer blockes. But 
of all fooles, they are fooles of record,who thinke they are 
circumſpeR enough, if they can clo:ke their owne faultes 
by finding fault with others. And this folly runnes like a 
ſpreading Canker; it hath ouer-taken the moſt part of 
men, who {eeke themſelves, rather cuery where, then in 
themſclues ; and who ( like that woman, of whom P/u- 
tarch maketh mention ) fit blind at home with their eyes 
in a basker, bu: put them on when they goe abroad, Bur 
there are nore, that looke lefſe into themſclues, then they 
that looke ſo much into others. 

For, whereas t! c hone({ minde, the better it is it ſelfe, 
the lefle it \u{petteth others to be euill, and either looketh 
not ai all ypon others, or l-oketh on chem as on a glaſle, 
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in the whick her o\vne infirinicies are reflected ypon her | 
ſelfe, and therefore is as farre from iudging ill of others,as . 
ſhe is from thinking her ſelfe to bee good : the minde that * 
is fouled wich finne, and thereby enforced to loathe her 
owne filthy home, is glad to flic out,and to wander among 
others ; and there, either by diſcouering their ſinnes to 
couer her owne, or by reprouing them, to paine to her 
lelfe an opinion, and ſeeming not to be as ſhe is. 

To conclude all theſe follies in one, and many other not 
ſpon of, which to ſingle out by one and by one, were an 
cndlefle labour ;they walke as fooles that walke after their 
owne fancie, and not as they haue direction from God in 
his word and therefore, in the next place, it is requi 
red that wiſedome bee the Guide to our circunſpet 
walking. 

Bnt 45 wiſe.) Here, leaſtany man might be deceiued in 
the word, or miſtake what true wiſedome is, in the 17. 
verſe,that followeth,jt is ſaid to be that, which vaderſtand- 
eth what the will of the Lord #5 : excluding all wiſedome 
of the fl:ſh, and iudging none wile, but who are made 
wiſe by the word to faluation, Where (yet) the Apolile 
doth not ſo oppoſe berweene that wiſedome which is of 
God, and that excellent ſacultie of ynderſtanding, which is 
a gift of the ſpirit of God common to g00d and bad, to 
the ſpiricuail, and in the na: urall man, as if none wer? able 
to conceive the things of God but men vnlearned,and men 
not trained vp in humaine knowledges: for, how focuer 
mora!l wiſedome is mcere fooliſhnefle with God, when in 
the ſurges cf her owne conceit, ſhe 1s lifted vp aboue that 
which is m2ete ; yet when ſhec holdeth her owne proper 
courſe and chanaell,in ſobriety, ſhe proueth an inſtrumenc 
| of much ſeiuice to Gods olery, and Church: and rhere- 
fore (as one ſpeaketh of many) fi v1:/+.45 anrulla eſt /t neſC- 
as, Domina: that is, if thou canſt tell how to vſz her,ſhe is 
thy ſeruant, bur if thou canſt nor, ſhe will bethy milireſſe : 
ſo may it be (aid of wiſedome acquired with indultry ; be- 
ng anRified thou maiſt command her ; not directed a- 
rigi:t, ſhe will nor ſerue but command thee, To be we 
tnen, 
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then, is ſoto be by the word of God : more generally, to 
be wile,is to walke in a Contrary way to fooles. How they 
walke we haue heard : and ſo wee h:ue heard how wee 
ought to walke : that is, as Axtipodes rothem,and (as was 
{a1d) in contrary WayCes. 

It is ſole wi/edome to feare God, and one maine point of 
it 15, to walke 14 his ( ommandements, Eccleſc12.13. Pſal 
111.10. P70.1.7. Dent.'q.6. lob further, the feare of the 
Lord 1 wiſedome, and to depart from enill 11 onderſtanding, 
[ob 28.28. It was once f2jd by one, that it was res 2noen:- 
ofa eſſe Chriftianum : a rnatter of wit to be a Chrittian : 
now it may be ſaid (all things well conſidered) that it is a 
point of great wiſdome to be a good Chriſtian: for though 
the rules of Chriſtian life be ſo conſtantly rrue, as that they 
all draw the varietic of our wayes, and the differences of 
our callings to that one thing which 15 neceſſarie, Luk. 10.42. 
as to their proper center, yetare there in the world courſes 
of our naturall life, ſo many cales, and ſome of conſcience, 
which require a right judgement, in r:gard of circumſtan- 
ces and manner of doing : that he had necede of more then a 
minde to doe well, that will walke as hee ought in things 
honeſt towards them that are without, and in things in- 
difterent towards them that are weake within: for we muſt 
not thinke that it is perfe wiledume onely ro vnderſtand 
the will of God, but perfe& and true wiſedome is, to ex- 
preſle it to the life, in all the ations of our life, To doe 0- 
o:herwiſe, ot contrary , is not to walke wiſely , but as 

fooles. 

And therefore hath the Scripture concluded all vnrigh- 
tcouſneſſe ynder che name of folly ; whe: her it be of igno- 
rance inthe minde, or peruericneſle inthe affejons and 
will : ſo Miriam finne of grudging againſt her brother 


a 
ns, 4 


; and Lord Ce/es, is called a fooliſh ſfinne, N am.12.11. 


{o the Iſraelices a froward people, are ſaid to be a fooliſh 
people, Dert.32.6. and Samuel told Saxl, when hee had 
done wickedly,that he did fooliſhly,1 Sam.13.1 3. Danid 
confeſſeth as much againſt himſclfe, atter he had numbred 
the people,ſaying : /hane done very fooli/Hly,2 Sam, 24.10. 
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the Princes of Zoaz are cajled fooles, E/ay r9. 11. fo are 

the wicked people in [eremie,4.22, andthe Phariſes that 
cre hypocrites, CA/at.23. 16,17. and the rich man that 

was couetous, Lzk. 12.20. and the two Diſciples that be. | 

leeued nor, Lvk.24-25. The Gentiles alſo are called fooles 

' chat knowing God, glorified him not as God, Rom.1.21,22. | 

; and Pax! ſaith tothe Apoſtate Ga/athzans, fooliſh Galathi- | | 

ans,Gal.z.t. | By 

And thus it is plaine that all vnrighteouſneſle is folly, {| 

\ 


— 


t and that all workers of iniquitie are fooles, If therefore we | 
will be truely wiſe, we mult be wiſe to doe good,and fim- | 
ple to that which is cuill. The heart of a wiſe man #4 at hts 
| right hand : but the heart of a foole is at hzs left, faith Salo- Wl 
t man, Eccleſ.10.2, It is properly vnderſtood of the good Mit 
and bad ſucceſſe that followeth the ations of the wiſle,and | | 
| fooliſh : and yet it may nor vnproperly be referred to their 
different courſes of lite ; as that the heart of the wile is e- 

uer inclining to good, and the heart of fooles euer decli- 
ning, as by a left hand from it. And this ſeemeth to be the 
reaſon why the Phyloſopher, as hee accounted wiſedome 
the Queene and life of all morall vertues ; ſo he did ſhut vp | 
all vices inthar one of tolly. Where he thought not enough | 
to doe bona, the things that were good, except wee did | 
| them bene, chatis, wiſely and well in euery circumſtance : | 
for if we erre but in one circumſtance we doeill; and wee 
cannot doe perfeRly well, vnleſſe well inall : therefore in 
the not perfection of our wayes, whole yery perfection as 
Hierome faith ) is to acknowledge how farre wee are from 
perfeQion, Our firſt point of wiſedome is, not onely to 
| commit no folly, but to haue an eye to the good wee doe, 
| andto that which we would doe wiſely, that it be good 
| bothin ſubſtance, and in manner of doing, and throughly 
and ineuery part good; yea, well and good; well, as from 

vs, and good toour wc par | 
Further, we may be ſaid ro walke wiſely, when wee not 
| onely ſeeme, but are Religious; and walke, both as the 
| Law requires, and as good conſcience direfs; not think- 


| ing it cnough to walke cloſely,vnleſſe we walk innocently, | 
wy K And ' | 
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, Andourwalkz:7 with  wiſedome, if wee haue the greareſ 


Care of rhe preatel} matters : if we turne our eyes trom 0- 


thers to our ſclues; for tlic juſt man is the firſt accuſer of 


himſelfe ; and it we foliow what is commanded, not what 
we fancy in Religion: «for folly  hath-this miſerie,to de piea- 
ſed with it ſelfe ; and it is hard to finde a man ſo fooliſh, 
that thinkes not bimfelfe wile :; ſo incurable is rhe ickreile 
of thole th:t arc wile in thcir owne opinion. 

Bur wiat witedome is 10 vs, rerecting the word of the 
Lord: ? Ter.$.9, and how can wee be {aid to walze wi/ely, 
who walke not after true w.{cdome, but a'ter Machia- 
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Wee draw examples into rules, and preitume that cucry 
thing is lawfully done, that is done commonly, Many 
| thinke i it tobea lafe and oood plea to ſay, that either they 
were not the firſt that did ſo, or that they doe no more 
| then others; Is there any wiledome inthis? bur ſuch ſhall 
one day fiade, that as they hauc finned with the multitude, 

they {hall be puniſhed with the multitude, and beare chem 
company in their detiruction, as they bore them company 
\ intheir fine : th ey finned by example, bur they ſhall Se 
puniſhed in their owne pe: r{ons, when it will be but cold 
comfort to them to goe to he!l with company. And then 
what wiſedome will it be to ſeeke a detence cicher in the 
example, or cuſtome of cuill ? 

Here, I would we that ſhould teach others could teach 
our ſelues: : wiſedome ſhould be in our mouthes, and the 
vertue of it in our wayes : but doe wee not follow the 
croue to the ſhambles, that ſhould lead the ſheepe of the 
{laughter co Chritt * Wee that ſhovic rurne o:hers from 
the world, doe we not cleaue to the world our {clues + and 
haue we not our conueriation in couerouſneſle, that ſay to 
another, rhow ſhalt mot cover? Wee ſhouid conquer the 
world, and hath not the worid made a conquett of vs ? 
Wee are not vpder that tyrannie that did Clojfter the Mi- 
; Niſters of the Goſpell from theſe ourward things,and from 
; all liberrie inthem : bur are wee ſo circumipeStly wile, as 


to 
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x] ? In Chriſtian yertues wee doe our ducties to halues, 
and therein profeſle our ſelues wiſe : is this ro walkge wiſely? 
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; tovſe this our libertie without ſcandall? Doe we goucrne | 
our families to the example of others ? Doe wee vie the | 
\Vorld as if wee vicd it not? Or rather doe we not vic it, | 

| asif we had skill ro vienothing elſe? Or, as if it were our 

| charge, and nor tae flocke of Chriſt committed to ys 2 

| Many h2ue a minde to enter the courſe of godlineſſe, who 

| (ti!l ſtand art rhe gate, or goe backe, taking a longer day, 
For, they deferre the reſolution, thinking they can neuer 

beginne to late, where true Chriſtians thinke, they can 
neuer beginne too ſoone. One ſpeaking of folly, ſpeaketh 
well of tucl: /ntcr carer a mala hoc quoque habet ſtultitia, | 
ſemper uncipit vaxcere; among many other euils that folly | 
harn, this 15 one, ſhee js ever beginning to liue. Doe ſuch | 
walke wilely > To theſe wee-may adde another kinde of 
fooles, that walke no better, And they are 1uch as make | 
| (indeed) more haſte tobeginne, but withas ill ſpeede : for 
they dwell vpon their beginnings, and are neuer led for- 
ward to perfection, Hebr,6.1. Hauing gotten the repura- 
tion of forward men, they ſpend ypon the ſtocke of thar 
poore credit of theirs, till all be gone. And theſe, in eede 
of walking wiſely, walke as fooliihly as any : for, beſides 
that they leaue to bee good, they deſire to bee no better ; 
and they left (but) the World with Demas, to returne 
more violently to jt; before they held it in one hand, now 
| they embrace it with both, 2 7:m2.4.10. 

Oueſt, Buris every walking wiſely walking well > An. 

| Euery walein7 wiſely according to the word ; waerein,and 

wherein one!y is true wiſedome, is fate walking and walk- 
ing wel: not clle,for wiſdome ig her corruption is the mo. | 
ther of hereſie for opinion, and of diiovedience for ation : | 

{ yet humbled vnder ihe {pirit, and direcec dy the word, | 

| ſhe becomes both a bulwarke for truth, and a ouide for 

well doing. So the Apoſile vnderfianceth wiledome, £74. 

WE 3 ſaying, that God was abunannttoward Ys in all wiſe- 

dome and knowledge. And here he maketh thefe ewo,to wit, | 

ſaprence, whereby we yaderſtand heauenly things; and 
prudence, whereby we rightly apply whatſocuer wee vn- 


derſtand of God in heauenly things, to the dueties of our | 
| K 2 Chriſtian ' 
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deede craft and true religion can never meet, but wiſe- 
dome and godlineſſe may : ar} Chriſtian policie in Chri- 
ſtians 1s ſometimes , and for ſome purpoſes neceſſary : 
therefore our Saujvur Chriſt, when he ſenthis D:ſciples,as 
Shcepe among, Wolues, bidding them to be wi/e xs Ser- 
peats : not wile Serpents, that is,craftily wile ; bur yet w/e 
as Serpents,xoat is, politiquely ſo, He requires (I grant} 
ſimplicitie of them : bur it is the ſimplicirie, not of Aﬀes, 
but of Doues, *A7z.10.16. that is, innocent : fimplicitic, 
not ſilliefimplicitic. And this wiſedome Pax! vied inthe 
councell, when hee caft a bone betweene the Sadduces 
and the Phariſes, eAts 23, 6,7. laying, l ama Phariſe, the 
ſonne of a Phariſe, of the hope of the reſurreftion of the dead 
ans I accuſed: and fo ſetthem together, 

This, no way 1wſtifiech that myſterie of iniquitie that * 
worketh in thole faithleſle and craftic [e/4tes, whom the | 
father of errours {endeth ouer ynto vs; men of as many 
ſoules, as Proterzs had faces : ro teneam vHltus mutas:- 
rem Protea nodo ? ſaith the Poet: that is, how ſhall we lay 
a netfor {uch changelings ? or catch, as in a knor, ſuch ſlip- 
pery Ecles, and flies of Rowe, that bieake through all 
Lawes, and haue halfe jn their lips, and halfe in their 
heart and conſcience ? 

Theſe are not godly but wickedly wiſe, nor without 

| guile wile, but wiſeto doe euill. Bur whetein {chiefel7) 
confiſterh ſpiricuall wiſedome, and circumſpect walking ? 


in, and by redeeming the time : for it follower), 
13. 4A. 
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VERS. 16, 


Redeeming the time : for the dayes are enill, 


T 22 that redeemethe ſeaſon, making euery time the 
time of repentance, are ſpiritually wiſe, and doe c:r- 
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cumſpettly walke, Not they that apply themlclues to all 
times,nor they that vainly {pend the good houres of time : 
for ſuch poure out their time, as water that is ſpilc, which 
cannot de gathered vp againe ;zand doe nor redeeme time, 
butlooſe it, To redecre the time (therefore) is, not to 
neglect the grace that it offereth : for though the time be 
never too late, when a man doth repent, and God be of 
long ſuffering and great patience; yer have wee no patent 
otthat acceptable time of grace: and he that bidderh ys, 
while we haue th? light, to beleenc in the light, Tohn 12.36. 
gtues vs to vnderſtand that the hauing of the light is no 
inheritance, | 

Gods peculiar people (the Tewes ) had the light of the 
world firlt offered to them in Chriſts Preaching and Mira- 
cles, but when they Zoxed darkeneſſe more then light, be- 
cauſe their deedes were enill, Tohn ;.19.their light was put 
out in deepe darkeneſſe, in whica they wander from the 
Lord of life, to this day : the day of ſaluation, or accepta- 
ale day, that was offered them, they regarded nor ; then 
came this long ® night of their baniſhment fromthe priui- 
ledges of Gods people : and God hath gizzen them the ſps- 
rit of ſlumber, eves that they ſhould not ſee, and eares that 
they ſhould not heare, Rom.11.6, the darkneſle that was vp- 
o1 the Gentiles iscalt ypon them; and they are a people 
that kaow nt whither they p92, Ton 1 2435. Tos cane vpe 
0! them, becauſe they would not know(by way of redermp= 
tion) i cheir day, thoſe things which belonged vnto their 
peace; and now they are hid from their eyes, Lntke 19.42. 
eActs 113.46. | 

The ſeauen Churches of e Aſia wer? ſeauen golden Can- 
aleftickes, and had goodly lights burning vpon them : bur 
when by careleſſe negligence, they fell away from better 


to worſe, who ſhould haue proceeded from good to | 


better; not redeeming time , but making large penny- 
worths of it for pernicious errours and carnall looteneſie, 


| by which they fall away more and more, £/ay 1. 5, their 


Candleſticks were remoued, and their glorious light put 
out, and they made a prey to the darkenefle of HMahomet, | 
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It is an high point of wiſedome {therefore ) to keepe euen 
reckoning with our time, and not to runae behinde hand 
with good hovres; for occaſion is bald behinde, and they 


that are wiſe will take ho!d of her fore-locke : tnough the 


Lord be alwayes to be fought, vet then lpecial'y, white he ' 


may be found, Eſay 5 5.6. and though alviayes to be c.2/led 
pon, yet chiefeiy and molt, whez he x ncare, iid. There 
was nothing more importantly objected to /ery/2/rm,then 
that ſhe remembred not her latter end, Lam 1. g. and God, 
by [eraſalem, reprouerh his peoples neglicence in rakivg 
hold of times and ſeaſons for their turning to him, making 
the ſimple creatures of the aire, in their kinde, to giue fen- 
rence againſt them : for they know their appointed times, 
and heepe the time of their comming, ſaith the Lord, (hee 
{pcaketh of the Storke, the Turtle, Crane, and Swallow 
that obſerue this order ) bt mzy people know not (aith hee) 
the iudgement of their God, Ter.8.7,Tnough hee that came 
at the cleauenth houre,had his pennie, War. 20.9. yer truſt 
not to that : for, thou mailt be in hell long before thou ſee 
that houre, and that is ſet down to keepe vs from deſpaire, 
not to harten vs to preſumption. 

As (therefore) wiſe Merchants take the preſent fitteſt 
time for the buying of their commodities : ſo wiſe Chriſti- 
ans, the beft Merchants of time, ſhould take the preſent 
ſeaſon for the making of it theirs, by well-doing : and ha- 
uing neglected (already) many good houres, and yet ha- 
uing more offered (though they cannot call backe one mi- 


nute of time paſt)they ſhould double their paines and dili- 


gence about the gainefull employment of thoſe that are 
before them, thereby to make (as it were )ſome amends or 
ſatisfaction for their loſſes before, doing as much good 
now, as they might haue done, both now and then. To 
moue vs to this ; let vs confider (firſt ) how nimble and 
flectetime is, and how ſoone it paſſeth away: the time paſi 


15 gone,the time to come is not yet: onely the preſent may” 


be called time, and what is it? or of what continuance, be- 
ing no ſooner come, then it is gone againe ? Then what 
fooles are they that ſo much trouble themſelues with the 
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to a wiſe connerſation, 


getting away of time that paſlſeth ſo quickly , nothin8 
more? But ſuch thoughts wiſe men are caſed of,and fooles 
may ſpare;time will go faſt enough without driving; and 
therefore let our greateſt care bee to gather vp the frag- 


O . 
ments and Very CYUMmMMES of time that nothing be loft, loin 
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Secondly, lzt vs conſider how precious tims is, and 
therefore how worthy to be redeemed. Good husbands 
knoiy this, who will looſe no time for their wealch and 
markets : And Philoſophers, who knew not any life here- 
after, how were they ſer for the redeeming of time in mat- 
ters of no worth? How loath were they to ynbend their 
vaine [tudies for cheir very meales and naturall reſt? And 
ſhall we thinke therime long, and the huzbandrie ill ſpenc 
that is beſtowed vpon wares of better nature then worldly 
riches, that is, that is laid out vpon heauenly wealth , and 
the true treaſure?Shall rhe heathen ſo occupie time for vn- 
certaine markets;and ſhall we ſecing the markets we deale 


in, are of our certaine redempcion, tary at home in our | 


idlcneſſe, and looſe {o precious houres ? 

Thirdly, ler vs conſider how little of oar time is in our 
owne po'xer : onely the time preſent is ours, and how 
ſmall aching that is wee baue heard; the time paſt is gone 
from vs, aad for hereafter, who hath power ot that, that 
may bee ? For, our life isa vapour, and ina moment wee 
may be taken away. | 

Fourthly, let vs conſider kow ſhort our time 1s ; and 
learne of Moſes, rhe man of God, by lo poore an Arith- 
meticke of our dayes, to number them wiſely, not by the 
Church-booke, but by the true feare of God, P/al.go. 1 2. 
Euery day windes vp ſome part of the thread of our lite, 
which is of no great length inthe longeſt liver, The far- 
ther we paſſe from the firſt day of our birth, the neerer we 
draw to the laſt houre of our life: and ſo wee goe but to 
death,and not a foote from ir,; therefore ſaith the Apolile 
Saint Parl, while you hane time doe goed to all, Gal.6 10. 
As if hee had ſaid, you haue no ſuch great abundance of ir, 


that you can ſpare any. "We 
iftly, 
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Fifrhly,let vs conſider,that ory adwerſarie the Dinell as 
1 roarius Lion walheth about ſeeking whom he may dencnre, 


1, Pet.5.L. that is, the Diuell will tooſe no time to deftroy 


Py — ww wmrow,, ow 
- 


vs,and therefore let ys redecme a'l houres of time ro {faue 


"+ 


our {elues and others. I {peake ro ſuch as haue the cþarge 
of others in the miniſtric, or ( more generality) in the Gol- 
pell. This Apoſtle of ours did o : for writing to 7:m97h:e 
he ſaith: Theſe things write I wnto thee traſity 


T od 
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ſrortly, 1. Tim. 3.14. He was vnwilling to looſe anytime, 


which he might husband profitably for Gods glorie and 
the Churches ſeruice; elie he might haue faid, becauſe I 
meane to come ſhortly I will not write now. But that that 
may bee done to day , mult not be put offrill the morrow 


| ar tac next day: and the Apofile would looſe no time, 


that the diuell mig}:t not bee any gainer by him. Which 


{ſhould ſtirre vp negligent Miniſters, who giue Satan time | 
too much, to ſpoile the Lords inheritance, But looke what 


we looſe,theDiuell gets; if weſcattertime, he will gather 
it; and where we arc idle he works, 

Sixthly, let vs conſider that time muſt be reckoned for, 
though (here) wee make no conſcience to looſe whole 
dayes,and weekes, and moneths, yet we ſhall one day pay 
to God the ſhot of time, in the ſtrict account of our houres, 
when our poore ſoules ſhall bee committed to torments, 
and bodie and ſoule ſhall bee caſt intohell. This ſnould 
make ys enter into a trembling conſideration with our 
ſelues abour eur great arrerage of time; as to thinke how 
much is ypon the bookefor exceſſiue ſlcepe, for immode- 
rate gaming, for our carnall fellowſhip, for much idle 
talke, vaine thoughts , and inordinate worldlinefſe : and 
finding ſo much loſt and ſpent already,do as wiſe husbands 
in ſuch a caſe ſhould do; that is, prieue for that which is 
paſt, and bee better husbands hereafter of all our houres, 
redeeming the time behind, and beginning prouidently to 
{aue, before all be gone. | 

Seuenthly, let ys confider and call rominde the example 
of Chriſt, whoſe doings, as our light wee ſhould follow, 
and to whoſe perſon, as our beſt precedent, wee ſhould 
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conforme. hee ſaith, Tohn 9.4. Itxmuſt worke the workes 
him that ſent mee, while it is day : he (auth, hee muſt, and it 
is ſure he did; for hee ſpent - day in teaching, and the 
night in prayer, Luke 6.12. & 21437. 

Ler vs (eighcly ) conſider, that as God hath appointed 
| that good ſhould be done; ſo he hath ſer the oportunities 


and {caſons wherein to doe it; and therefore hath made | 
| 
| 


3 euery thing beautifull in the time thereof. Eccleſc3. 12. . 
Now, if wee negleR chis rime with Ieruſalem, what can 
we looke for, but thatthe line of Ieruſalem ſhould be (pred |! 
| ouer vs for ſuch our negligence, and more then brutiſh | 
contempt of good houres ? Luke 19.42,43,44+ | 

And now, to calt vp the reckoning of all that hath beene 
| ſpoken, let vs put theſe together; the nothing of our 

flight time : the price it carieth with the children of wiſe- 
dome : how little of it is in our owne power ; how ſhort | 
and flirting itis ; how much Sathan (torteach, or ſhame | 
ys) ſetteth by it for his owne ends ; that houres, and mi- | 
nutes mult be accounted for : that Chriſt (for our imirati- 
on) loft no houre of time for his Fathers ſeruice, and Glo- 
7 : and chat goodis to bee done, in that time and ſeaſon, 
that God ( molt wiſe) hath appointed to it; and hauing 
made this account, ler ys denie ( if wee can ) that time is to 
be redeemed. | 
. O(then}) let vs net ſuffer any good occaſion of doing 
| good to ſlip away from vs, butler vs lay ſurc hold of it, ex- 
horting one another, while it is called to day. Heby.3.1 3. 
Euery moment of our life, is the opportunitie giuen for a- 
mendment of life, it is that accep:able time, and day of 
| faluation, ſpoken of, 2 Cor.6.2. that time of life, whercia 
| God viſiteth vs with his Word and Goſpel, ſpeaking to vs | 
| by his Word, and knocking at our hearts by his mercies, 
and iudgements : Oh, let vs not ſuffer the bleſſing ot cheſe 
golden times to bee loſt, or in yaine to bee beltowed | 
ypon vs. 

Some good things reach not vnto, nor may bee done at 
| allcimes, as the hearing and reading of the Word, the rea- 
ding.of good bookes, conference, {olemne,and ler prayer, 
admonition, 
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| admonition, reproofe, almes : For, theſe muſt haue, and 


enioy their 'owne 'oportuniries ; bur cuery time, is a time 
of turning to God, all times are fit times for the exerciſe of 
our faith, for repentance of finnes, for amendment of life, 
and for reconciliation with God : Oh (therefore ) lettheſe 
ſeaſons and oportunitiesof times in Gods mercy, bee euer 
deere vnto vs, let vs deferre no meanes or time, thatthe 
Lord ſhall offer (fitly) to vs for theſe dueties, bur redeeme 
them with our preſent induftrie, and labour of loue, not 
receiuing ſo much grace in vaine. 

Lervs' confider our miſpent time, and by greater dili. 
gence in well doing, fetchas much of ir (as we can) backe 
againe by running the way of Gods Commaundements. 
| P/al 119.22, Let Sax/runne to the harpe of his pleaſures, 
and they that are drunken with the delights of life,as wich 
that witſe wherein is exceſſe, let them make them(ſclues 
muſicke with mery fellowſhip, to drive away dumpes: 


ad 


another ſpirit, take heede how we forfeite the oportunitie 


ber, that time well paſt, is the beſt paſtime in the World. 


Hee that other wayes, paſſes his time, turnes his paſtime 
into ſinne, | 


And becauſe as was ſaid,our time goes away faſtenough, 
faſter then a Poſt, and as ſoone as a thought, what neede | 


wee (ſo much and ordinarily ) in yaine ſporrs to ſceke re- 
medies againſt it? The yeeres we haue ſceric are gone, the 
few thatare behind, will not carry long after ; and orie end 
ſhall bee vntoall. This end is death, the common end of 
the liuing, and the happy end of the righteous. Let it bee 
our care {therefore ) ro redeeme time, not to caſt itaway, 
and our foules with it, vpon the pleaſures of finne,as they, 
who doe more ſervice to their bellies in one day,thenthey 
doe, in a whole yeere of dayes, to God, 

Wary & wel-thriuing husbands, hauing had ſome great 
lofſe, will watch all Markets, and oportunities to recouer 
it. Now what greater loſſe,can come to a (trucly) and wel- 
thriving Chriſtian, then his great lofle of the time of the 


| 


cm. 


bur let vs, rowhom God hath giuena better minde, and 


| 


of repentance, for ſuch vaine matters: andlet vs remem- | 


Goſpel, 
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Goſp I, which is the time of repentance: and ſhould not 
this ak him to follow earneſtly, and continually, all the 


— 


Markets and oportunities of Religion that he can heare of, 
thereby to make vp his former great lofle, at ſuch Chriſtian 
allemblics ? | 

The way-faring man, hauing ſlept too long in bed, or 
| fate too late at dinner,will make amends for it by making | 
more haſte (afterwards ) in his way : ſo we that trauecll to 
our owne Countrey of heauen ; hauing before, either ſlept 
out our good time inan.dle life, or face it out in pleaſures, | 
| ſhould be (by ſo much the more) carefull hercafrer, to " 
quit the way faſter, by giuing all diligence to make our cal- ' 
ling and elettion ſure, 2 Pet.l.1o. for it 1s ſuſficient for ys | 
that we haue ſpent the time palt of our life after the luſt | 
of the Gentsles, walking in wantonneſle, x Peter 4. 3. 
Naw it is high time, that wee beſtow that well and care- | 
fully in Gods ſeruice, thatis to come ; redeeming with | 


| 
our bodies, goods, and life (it neede were) that which is |. 


| 


paſt, We heard how our Sauiour Chrift beltowed all his | 
houres, to the glory ofhis Father and good of mankinde : | 
at great feaſts hee would looſe notime; and at one feaſt, | 
how many things taught he concerning the feaſts of Chri- 
Rians,and bread of heauen? Luk 14.15,16.&c. At [acobs 
Well, when he talked with the woman that.was a harlot ; 
how did hee forget his owne neeJc of the water of. the 
Well, to ſarisfic her neceſſitie with the waters of the Welt | 
of life ? John 4.7,10,11,12. &c. how after did he neg- | 
le& his owne meat, todoe that (which was his meat and 
drinke ) the will of his Father ? Tohn 4. 34. What occaſi- 
on did hee omit to doe good ? by uccafions of the har- 
ueſt, how did he prouide and ſpeake tor his fathers ſpiri- 
tuall harueſt > TA/at.y.37. 38. And by occalion of lea- 
uen', how did hee warne his Diſcioles of the leauen of | 
corrupt doctrine and corrupt men? ar. 16.1 1.And what 
is this bur to teach ys to redeem time by his example that | 
| 


loſt none ? 
And if filthy perſons can take all occaſions of filthy 


" .. 


talke and doings ; ſhall wee (that are Saints by calling) | 
L 2 | 
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loole any occaſion of ſpeaking well, and doing good, | 
to the edification of our ſclues and others ? ſo much the |} 
rather (as it followeth in the laſt place) becauſe 
| The aayes are enill.) No day conſidered in it ſelfe, is | 
euill; and all dayes, conſidered in their Creator, and firſt | 
creation, are good, Ger.1.31. Here then we muſt confeſle | 
a trope, and that the dayes are not properly, but bya fi. | 
gure, ezz{l; that is euill, for the euils in them : or, becauſe | 
they are infected with the pitch and canker of the world, 
that lieth wholly in wickedneſle, r 7ohn 5.19. So the daics 
here are ſaid to be cuill, becauſe the men in them were e- 
vill, Andthis is reaſon enough to per{wade the children | 
of God to be good husbands of their houres, and to take |} 
heede into what places and companies they come, lealt | 
they take the infeCtion, as a man may comming into a | 
{ plaguy-houſe : for no plaguie aire can fo ſoone infect the 
|; body,as the aire of euill company may the ſoule, This is 
| plaine by the examples of Lor, and 7o/eph, and of Daaid | 
among the Philiſtims. Lot learned to diinke liberally in 
Sodome, and did ſo out of Sodome,Gen.19.33.35. Toſephin | 
the Court of Pharaoh, corrted it with diſſembling, and | 
ſwearing by the life of Pharaoh, Gen 42.15. and Danid, | 
who ſuffered much, and learned great obedience by the | 
| things which he ſuffered ; being but a while among the 
vncircumciſed Philstims,learned to lye and to diſſemble, 
1 S$4M.27.10.IT. | 
Seeing (therefore) the dayes are ſo enjl], that is,the men | 
in them ; how circumſpectly ſhould good men walke,and | 
| wiſely paſſe their time,leaft theybe circumucnred ? ſeeing | 
ſo many thornes are about them, how wary ſhould they 
be both what they touch, and how they goe? The world 
will ſay, becauſe the dayes are enil, letvs be euill for com- 
pany : bur che {pitit faith not ſo; but redeeme the ſeaſon, 
becauſe the dayes are exi/l:that is,though others be naught, 
and {tarke naught, yet be you good and very good : good 
; your ſelues, and meanes ro make others good : and ſome | 
ſay, the dayes are exil, therefore as the dayes are ſo be yeec : 
| burrhe ſpurir ſaith, che dayes are exit, therefore rake heede 
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ye be not as they are ; that is, naught as they be. Bur were | 


the dayes euill when the Apoſtle wrote ? then what ſhould 
let vs tocall themeuill now? or were they (then) in the 
poſitiue, ex5//? they are (now) in the ſuparlatiue, worſt: 
for that that was full then, runnes ouer now ; iniquitie I 


mean*, that hath gotten the vpper hand, and workes with | 


both hands, 
At the reformation of the Goſpell, by the zeale of bleſ- 
led Queene Elizabeth, one diuell was caſt out, but ſeauen 


have recurned fiace, Lk. t3.26.we haue ſcene the growth | 


of ſpirituall Z/a# among vs, Ger. 25.27. theeuill men and 
deceiuers waxe worſe and worſe, deceining and being de- 
ceiced, 2 Tim.3.13. but wegrow notas /acob,from good 
to beter ; weare turned from Poperie, but are we turned 
to the liuing God?and not turned rather from him toAthe- 
ilme : char js, from the falſe God, to no God? the furnace 
of irange luſts,as that of 7 abnchodonsſor in Babylon,is it 
not come from one heating, to be heated ſcauen times 
more in our dayes, then in any age before vs, D4».z. 19. 
chat is, is not luſt (the furnace ) ſeuen times more luſttull? 
Pride ſeauen times more proud? Wantonnefſe, leauen 
times more wanton? Adulterie, ſeauen times more adul- 
terer? Drunkennefſe, ſeauen tim-s more drunkard ? and 
eurry finne, is it not ſeauen times more finfu}l ? and doe 
we grow as /acob ? or rather doe we not grow as £/ax, 
from evill to worſe ? Gen.25.27. What treafons in Court ? 
Wha: poiſonings at Court? What ynwonted prophane- 


O 
neſſe in Court and Countrey ? 


In our S2uiours dyes men ſold and bonght in the 
Church ; in our times, Churches themſelues are bought 


and ſold, Toh 2.24. In the Apoſtolike and firſt times of 


the Goſpell, the Heathen onely perſecuted Chriſtians : in 
our age of it, Manaſſeh Ephraim, Ephraim Manaſſeh,and 
both againſt I#dah, Eſay 9.21. Ieſuites and Prielts one a+ 
gainſt another ; and both againſt the Goſpell : nay ( which 
is a warre more vnnaturall) 74dah againſt it ſelfe : and the 
diuifions of Rubin haue bred great thoughts of heart, /ud. 


5-15. I cannot containe, toremember what miſchiefes this 
& 2 bitter 


| 


| 


—— 


w- —— ll. At FO 


The Chriſtians Guide 


bitter warre of brethren hath already, and is like further 
to bring forth : and what Chriſtian heart can abſtaine from | 
fighes and lamentations, to ſee ſo many graue, wile, and 
learned Chriſtians to moleſt one another? The Shepheards | 
| tobe atvariance? the poore Sheepe (tor whom the Lord 
leſus ſhed his moſt precious bloud) to be ſo rurned our to 
Wolues & ſpoile? the common people to be ſo diltratted? 
errours and Atheiſme fo to abound, and ger head? the 
| cauſe and glory of the Goſpell ſo to be weakned ; and men 
| | | alſo diſcouraged by them, by whom they ſhould be | 
lured and begotten to the truth ; that it may truely be ſaid 
l in our dayes, which was ſpoken long fince; Que modo | 
mater erat, formam capit la Nouerce ; & quos latte alint, 
| | conficit s/la flagrs: : that is, She that was a muther becomes 
| | Repmother,and whom once ſhe ſuckled wich milke, ſhee 
| 
| 
| 


Oe eee 


—— —— 


1 torments with ſtripes ? 

Our contention is hotter and hotter, our enemies in- 
creaſe that trouble vs; they that hate vs laugh, but the 
Church weeps that ſhould be comforted by ys;and though 
i | ſhe bleede inaveine of | Arapays th:ough our common 

diſtraRtion z yet no man ſaith to his brethren at variance 
Why ſtrine yee ? why doe ye wrong one to another ? «Alts 7, 
26.0 ! that it were conſidered what great lofſe the Church 
(daily ) ſuffereth by this plague of diflencion ?O ! that we 
| had berimes, or would yet in time remember, How good 

a thing tt # for brethren to awell _— invmie? If wee 
did, or had done ſo, the ſftorme that waxeth thicker and 
\ thicker had bin ſcattered, and we ſhould haue ſeene a faire | 
| calme of peace inthe Churches of England, at this day : | 
bur our breach is as the Sea, and thei cuill dayes know 
nothing ofthe wayes of peace. 

But to goe on : in the Apoſtles dayes, and neare them; 
| what running to the Goſpell? now, what running from 

it ? then, whar plainenefle in teachers ? now, whar equi- 
uocation ? then, what obedience to heathen Cz/ar ? now, 
what praGQtifing againſt Chriſtian Ceſars? then, what 
ſtrengthning of the Goſpell? now, what yader-mining it 
by the builders themſclues? Ir were infinite co ſpeake cuen 


of 


—__C__x___—_—_—_ 


—_— 
tt. —_— 


pr I "Inner 
SO In 


(Os / 


fo a wiſe connerſation, 


of penerall euils, that are infinite ;and therefore I will come 
f to an ifſue wich you, and draw to an end. 
Seeing the dayes are (thus) exil; the greater wiſedome 
| is required of ys, and muft be vſedby vs,for our auoiding 
of the infeion of that rem % fellowſhip and miſgouern. 
| ment that (like yvenome) ſheds it ſelfe ypon. all that come 
neere it. So farre off we mult be, becauſe the days are e- 
+{; from being euill as they are, that wee mult take the 
| more paines, and heede to be good. And here, we ſhould 
| rather goe alone in the narrow way,then follow a multitude 
to doe enill, Exod.2.3.2.If it be of the faſhion ta be euill ; 
| we muſtbc like ynto Chrift,and reſemble good Chriſtians, 
| Who doe nat faſhion themſelss like vnto this world, Rom. | 
| 12,2.but arcin theirMaſters faſhion, and conforme to him. 
Burt ſome will doe as the world doth, and goe whither the 
moſt lead them; and whither is that? euen to the houſe 
where the dead are, Pro.9.n8.and what to doe? to be mad 
| with the company, to be baited with their allurements, | 
| and to eate of ſuch things as pleaſe them; but no example | 
| 


ſhould preuaile ſo farre (though of thouſands that ſo doe) 
as to draw vs into wayes of wickednefle with follies chil- 
dren - and if we would not be damned with ſuch mates,we | 
muſt not follow their damnable wayes, their pipes of | 
ſ{moake,and pors of exceſſe. 
Againe, ſome feare not the contagious aire of any com- 
panie : why, what is their confidence? No company (lay 
they ) can doe vs hurt. Canit not? and why can it not 
hurt them? Is it becauſe they are {already )ſo bad,that no 
company can make them worſe? or haue they forgotten, 
what company was able ro doe againlt Peter bimlelle (a 
farre holier man then themſelues) in ( a54phas hall ? Mat, 
26.70,72,74. Likewiſe, how it prevailed againſt righte. 
ous L2t, vertuous To/eph,and Daxid, Gods owne King ? 
If theſe were intangled, ſhall they goe free ? if theſe carri- 
| <4 with them a ſmatch of the company, that yet they lik- 
ed nat; ſhall they that runne deſperately ypon the ſharpe 
| of this worldly fellowlhip, and take pleaſure in ir, keepe 


their Rate ill? It cannot be.; and therefore {to make -_ | 
en 
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end here) I beſeech you remember your great danger, and 

forget not your holy calling in theſe euill dayes; ſo euill, 
that you may not bee moued from your hope : for this | 
cauſe, take ynto you the whole armour of God, that yee may | 


be able to reſiſt in the enill day:and haning finiſhed all things 


ſtand faſt. Eph.6.13. The God of power gine you to bee ſo | 
minded : and to this, God the Father, with his holy Sonne | 


Chriſt Ieſus, and che Spirit of both ; three perſons in Tri= 
nitie, one God in vnitie, be rendred all glory, dominion, 
and honour, now and cuer. eAmen. | 
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P$AL. 37. Ver.35,36,37. 


Thane ſeene the wicked in great power : and ſpreading him- | 
ſelfe like a greene Bay-tree. | 
Yet he paſſed away, and loe hee was not : yea, I fourht him, 
but he could not be found. 
| CMarke the perfetft man, and behold the upright : for the end 


of that man 4 peace. 


MA..m Have ſcene the wicked ſtrong, exc. There 
"0 (BF are twa things obſeruable 1n this Scrip- 

£9 ture : the ynſtable proſperity of the wick- 

7A £d, verſc35,36, and the certaine and con- 
SO ſtant felicitie of the righteous, wer{c 37. 
GOVT SSD Albcit that the wicked man be neucr fo 
ſtrong, and in the pride of his heart, ſpread abroad, like a 
greene Bay-trce, neuer ſo faire ; ou hee ſuddenly paſſeth, 
and is little marked, he vyaniſheth ſpeedily, and is as little 
remen:bred : whereas the juſt and vpright man,though his 
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| life be a kinde of warfare on earth, findes peace at the laf? ; 
-| and after his red cucning a faire day follow:th, Car. 

1G. 2. This is the tum and {cope of theſe three verſes, A 
point (if euer)neceflary, now moſt needfull for our preſent | 
| times and ſtate; and {uch as can neuer be roo much vrged, | 
| or cnough conſidered, ſpecially fince it js athing incident 
| rothe belt, rolooke but on the outhide of things, and to 
meaſure tlc ſecret indgements of God with the ſcant yard | 
| of his ourwar bleſſings : whereas indeede his very chatte- | 
| nings are bleflings; and thac (which we account blefling) 
buc a fatning to the ſlaughter :for, not to fay any thing of | 

mcereficſh and bloud, who ſay ia therr hearts there 15 ns 
Ged, Pſal.t4-1. or at the beſt no Providence of God, 204 
malt ber.e eſt, + bonts male : ſeeing it gocth well with } 
thoſe that are cuill, and ill with thoſe thar are good, it is a | 
rempration greater then the very children of God can o- | 
| Yercome orrehiſt, as long as they are cloathed with this | 
earthly and miorrall tabernacle, to ſee the wicked ſo great- | 
ly and high to riſe adouethe head of the righteous ; and tc. | 
haue, not a large meaſure, bur ſuch an oucr-meaſure of | 

theſe commodities and bleſſings that they ſo much want 
whoſe godlineſle (notwithltanding)barh the promſe of the | ( 
| fe preſent , and not onely , of the life to come, 1 Tim. | 
48. tor albeit god/ineſſe be great, of it {elfe (1 doe not fay) 
| | riches, but gaze, and haucenoughin it ſelfe, ro commend 
it for it ſelte, to all chart are godly-wiſle; yer I know nor | 
how it commeth to paſſe, that we praiſe the thing, bur la- 
bour for the reward, and {t:nd more vpon the fruit, then | 
the conſcience of a good worke. 
| 


| Wecan be content with the old people and children of 
Iſrael, togiue an eare to the Commandement of Jouing 
| the Lord, and of fearing him, and 1wearing by his name, | 
as wefnde it of record, in Dexteronomie chapter 6 & 8. 


but our chicfe reſpec and ſpeciall eye is to the promiſes | 


there ſpoken of; as the prolonging of our aayes wn the Land, 
our increaſe therein, and protperitie in the blefſings there- 
of ; our hauing of Cities which we builded not, houſes full 
| of ooods which wee filled not; Wels which wee digged 


| not ; 
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ly, though it be a tentation very grieuous, doth nor ſo 


he ſhort proſperitie of the wicked, 


—————_ 


i... 


OO ee  ——_ 


not; Vineyards and Oljue-trees which wee planted not 
Dext.6.2,3,10,11. We canve content to ſeeks the King- 
avme of Cy 2d aud hu r1nhteouſne(ll e, Mate 6:37. Lut nct in 
the fit{t place, and with our iirft care, and our zeale will 
ſoone waxe cold if all other things be nat added tows, Tn a 
word, we can de content tothinke that godlrneſſe 75 great | 
riches; Dutiftae promiſes which it hath ofthis lie, be not 
preſently performed to it, we tainke wee hamxe clenſed our 
hearts in vaine,aud waſhed our hanas in innocencte, P/alme | 
73-17» | 

Howbeit, the wart of theſe outward things in the god. 


much trouble rthern, as thatthey are poured out in fo great 
plenty 2nd fulneſle vpon the wicked : for Fowforuer there | 
are to be found,rhat haue fo farre profited in the Schoole 
of the croſle, that they can ſuffer many things for Chriſt, 
and for his name and reftimony, with great patience and 
ſound joy : yer who is heethat iz not moved beyond his | 
patience, and afflicted cuen aboue the meaſure of his affli- | 
ion, to ſee the wicked, not onely free from troubles, in 

the day of his trouble, but a worker of his woe, and of 

the fAraits that he is in; and not onely armed with power | 
againſt him,bur inſulting with pride ouer him ? Nay, what | 
orcater indignitie and heauier croffe canthere come to the 
godly, then to haue rhe foot of pride to come againt bim, 

and the hand of wickednesto be vpon him?P/.36.11.Who 

more exerciſed then Daxrid,and therefore more like to en- | 
duretroub!les thenhe ? yet in this caſe, his feer were al- | 
moſt ooneh1s ſteps had well neere ſlipt,Pſal.73.2. Who more | 
patient then 70h, that mirrour or rather miracle of pari- 
ence? yet in this very cafe, hee was fo farre from filence | 
(one of the trueſt ſignes of patience) that hee queſtionerh | 
why the wicked ſhould line, waxe old, ana grow in wealth ? 

Tob 21.7, Whoapter to melr into teares, for the daughter 
of Sion in afflition, then he Tereme ? yet in this | 
point alſo he growweth to a degree of choller, and reaſoneth 

with God himſelfe about the matter, asking why the way | 


of the wicked ſhould proſper, and they be in wealth that re- | 
M 2 belliouſly 
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belliouſly tranſgreſſe ? ler.12.1. Becauſe God u of pure eyes> 

and cannat behold exil!; therefore, as if he were owes. ro 

giue an account of his mattersto man, Habicucke cals him 
forth, asifit were before the barre to anſwer him, Why he | 


[10kes vpon the tranſgreſſion, and holds his tongue, when the 
wicked denonres the man that 11 more righteous then hee ? 


Hab. t.1 Zo 
So great aneye-ſore izthe greatneſſe of the wicked to 
the coni{ciences of the godly : which infirmitie in them { to 
call it asitis)as it groweth from no other caule,& as it were 
root, but that we meaſure them by their preſent eſtates: fo 
| hathit no other remedy, but ro examine them by their 
ends ; itytie which we ſhall finde as great cauſe of comfort 
for the one, as we take of griefe atthe other, 
And therefore againſt all ſuch diſcomforts and vnſet- | 
lings, cauſed by a wrie conſideration of Gods ftraight and 
zult wayes in all that hee doth (who can doe nothing but 
that which is equall and good) let vs take Darids experi- 
| ence, and Dads word here, / hane ſeenc : as if hee had 
ſaid ; burIfſce itnct now : or the wicked man was ſtrong, 
bur 15 not : and was preat,bur 15 nothing now & no where, 
ſaue in ſome [trong priſon, or indged to ſore bale death : 
for, thercfore hath Daxid the Kingifet downe thus much 


= for our learning, drawne (as it were ) out of the boſome of | 
his owne experience, that we ſhould not be offended too 

much at the proſperitie of the vngodly, as hee himlſelfe | 
once was: becauſe, howſoeuer(for theſe outward matters ) 
he be ſtrong and in power, and (which is the cftet of 
worldly power ) ſpread and yaunt himſelfe like a greene 
Bay, which can hardly wither : yer he paſſed away and ws 
gone : neither could he be found with ſeeking : where yer 


| the vprighr axd 3ſt man, though his preſent caſe feeme 


| miſcrable , his euerlaſting eſtate is not ſo, and his exd 

FA, Pearce, 

| Andrhis kinde of arguing from the experience of Gods 
Saints, inthe Scriptures, mult needes be of force (if any ) 

ro ſcttle & quiet vs in the ſtrongeft aſſaults of the wickeds 

| proſperitie, which 1s ſo thort and miſerable at laft : for, | 
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The ſhort proſperitie of the wicked. 
though the w;/edsme of the world make experience but the 
Mafter of fooles, and reaſon the wiſeſt teacher : yet in the | 
righr ſearch of Gods judgments, it is of force to let Reaſon 
it ſelfe to Scheole, and to conuince the beſt wiledome in 
Schovles, of folly :for it is not to be doubred , but that as 
whatſoeuer things are writte,are written for our learning:(o 
the experience of Daxid in this place,and of others in other 
Scriptures, is ſet downe and regiltred for a direction and 
| rule to our iudgements ypon like occaſions as this was : 
not that the judgements of God, in theſe our dayes, are 
not legible by a weake eye, as written in capitall letters, 
| thatall may read : but that they may be lefſe doubted of, 
| hauing the conſent and witneſle of other times. And if it 
be true which one ſpeaketh of other ſtories; thar, »-/crre 
quid, antequannatr ſis, geftum fuerit,quid eft aliud quam 
ſemper eſſe puerum ? notto know what was done before 
thou walt borne, what is it, but {t:]l to be a childe> How 
can they, who are not acquainted with the experiences of 
Gods children, in the Bibles ſtorie {matters that were 
done long before their cradle ) but be very babes in know- 
ledge ? 
| Iris but a ſmall thing that any one can obſerue and fee in 
fo ſhort a life as we now haue, whereof the one part is gone 
before we thinke, and {while wee thinke ) the other: and 
[therefore ) to enrich our obleruarion, it is neceſſary that 
we ſhould be acquainted with Gods marucilous workes, 
done before our rime,and written for our learning, It plea- 
ſeth God (ſometimes ) to ſet ſome vpon Stages, in whoſe 
perſons he (liuely j 2Rerh his iudgements for the inſtructi- 
on of a) +ge (our memory and age hath ſeene ſome, and 
ſome (yer) it may behold at this day : ) yer doth he it not | 
to the end wee ſhould content our ſelues with our owne 
experience, but that wee ſhould compare wiſely together 
what hath bin done in our owne daies,and in the times be- 
| fore vs. But now to the matter, 
Daxid faith, Hee ſaw, &c. Hee had nor onrely expert- 
| ence by reading what God had ſtrangely done before his 
time, but was an eye-witneſſe of many great alterations 
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which hapned euen in his owne time, as ia the ftorie of his 
owne life, and in the bookes of Samxel andthe Chronicles | 
may beſecne : Hee himſclie ſaw the power and weake- ' 
; neſle both of Sav/and eA%ſclom; Hee ſaw them precne as 
a Bay-tree, and lived to fee.them as the greene gratl:, thar 
being cut downe witheretn, In the 73. Pſalme, hee faw 
that which much cffenced him, to wit, the wicked farre 
exalred aboue che godly : tor their bodies he ſaw them /u- 
ftie and Arong, and in no perill of death: free from thoſe 
troubles intheir min($ char others fecle ; rhe piague not 
once touching them that conſumeth others. He ſaw how 17 
| they drunke large bleſſings of a full cup : how their eyes 
; were (wolne, and ſtood out with fatacſſe, which made many 
' weakeand ſimp'e ones to follow them : and how (not- | 
| withſta nding that their deſires were enlarged as hell ) yet 
they had more then heart could wiſh: and as he law their 
prolpecitie K lo hee beheld thear deitruftion which came [ud- 
| denly : who (therefore ) might more fitly be compared to 
| 


greene graſſe then toa greene Bay. 

[ob ta the like, for ſpeaking ofthe wicked, hee ſaith; 
Their ſeede is eftabliſhed in their fight, andtheir generation 
before their eyes: their houſes are peaceable without feare, 
and the rod of God 13 not vpen them : they ſend forth their 
children as ſhcepe, and their ſornes daunce : their Bull gen- 
| areth and faileth not, their Cowe calueth, and caFteth not 
\ her calfe, Tob 21.8,9,10,11. Theie were great bleſſings,and 
| here was agoodly Bay-rree: but how foone they vaniſhed, 
and it was gone, they ſaw : and theretore hee addeth that, 
ſnddenly they went downe to the graue, verſe 13. their bo- 
dies to the earth,and their ſoules to hell. 

And (therefore ) though their proſperitie were as great | 
25 that of that famous Po/ycrares among the Grecians, of 
whom it is written, that all things went ſo well with him, 
that when, in deſpight of thac which they called Fortune, 
| hecaſt aRing of no ſmall account into the Sea, it was 
brought againe vnto him in the belly of afiſn, which was 
preſented to him by a poore fiſher-man : yer the curſe of 
God is in the meane while digging at their root ; and their 
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| houſe, with all that they hold precious, ſhall ſuddenly fall 


vpon themnſclues : and of that houſe it ſhall be ſaid; the fall 
thereef was great, CMat.7.27, For further proofe in this 
point we ſhall not neede to goe farre : Let vs but conſider 
what ath bin done at home lately, it cannot but be 
freſh in our memories, how that ſ6me great in fauour at 
Court, and greatly feared for their Princes fauour in the 
Counttic ; though they were neſtled among the Eagles, 
tvpintorhe ſides of the North with that Sorine of 
t2 morning ; though they ioyned land to land, as if they 
would liue alone, and builded houſes as if they would liue 
eucr, making no con{cience, by the commodious lying of 
XN aboths Vineyard to their owne faire demaines,to take it 
from him, 1 Ki2g.21.1. yet came downe ſuddenly, and 
their nelts wich them in one day : one day in the Court of 
proiperitie, and the next day inthe priſon of lorrow, or 
hand of death, 

In the worlds opinion very ſtrong, and ſpreading very 
farre; when in Gods doome they had their CME IE 
written vpon the wall, and their TEKEL told them in 
their care, Damel 5.5,25- And how ſuddenly came they 
downe, like /ozza4hs Gourd, which grew in one night, and 
withered in another, on. 4.6, 7, when their flatterers 
thought them eternal! ? And no maruell, for what was 
their ſtrength, and in waom were taey firong, & in whole 
account 2 Wirth what armes fpred they, and from what 
roo: ? their ſtreagth it was nor the ſtrength &t ſtones, [06 
6.1 2. and they truſted inflleſh ; and foolesoncly )tnought 
them happy : their armes were (but) armes of worldly 
largenefle, and their root rottenneſle; their dapges were 
tuft with Rtolne wares; their houſes buil: vpon a ruinous 
foundation of violence, and they enlarged their lIanus with 
ſ->oile : they flew co honour vpon wings of a proud and 
ambitious heart, and rode poſte, as vpon {ome Pegaſus,or 
winged horſe, to promotion: and in them the Prouerve 
proued true; /20ne r1pe, ſpone rotten : for the poore, thzy 

rinded their faces; that is, they vied them as cruelly as if 
they had taken a poore mans face, and ground it vpona 
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ina fat paſture, till all was bitten bare alſo; as if they had 
learned of Newiſſzn a better Lawyer then honeſt man, that 
he that will not yenture his body, ſhall neuer be valiant ; 
nor he that will not venture his ſoule, be rich : they made 
ſpare of neither, for wicked greatneſſe and cxecrab!c 
wealth. They ſought outward things, bur ſought nor the 
Lord in them,which made them to thinke no way ſo neare 
and ready, as by the ſteps of wickednefle:to aſcend vnto 
them : and ſo,as by euill they grew to be great,ſoby great- 
neſſe (the childe of euill) they grew to be worle, 

Not content to be Rrong, they mull ſpread like a greexe 


© . . 
Bay : or (as ſome render it ) like a tree that groweth of it 


orindle-ſtone:and for the rich,they fed vpon him, as beafls 
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ſelte, hauing forgotten that root of princely grace out of | 


which they firſt came.. How can ſuch looke for any other 
end, then ſome ſudden cutting oft? though they be as 
{trong as the ſtrong Oakes of Baſhan, and as tall and 
ſpreading as the Cedars of Zibans ; how can it be but the 


Lord mult needes deſtroy their fruit from aboue, and their *] 


root from beneath , and leaue them worth nothing , as 
rex tooke them wick nothing when hee firſt aduanced 
taem ? 

Among theſe, there are ſome ambitious Church-men, 
who continually and altogether ſtudie a rifing by Eccleſi- 
aſticall dignities,cither ſhamefully begged,or Simoniacal- 
ly bought : but when they are with Sathan vpon the pina- 
cle of the Temple, they tarrie not there long, but downe 
they come, not orderly by the ſaires, bur ſuddenly ſome 


other way, Mar. g.c,6. And ſo in their higheſt pitch of 


worldly increaſe ; Tolluntur in altum, vt lapſu graniore 
ruant : they are lifted vp for a while, but rotheir greater 


| 


fall: while that ſweet morſcll of greatneſſe is in their | 


mouthes, the wrath of the Lord 1 kindled againſt them, 


P/al.78.30,31- asit is againſt all, who by ſuch ſtaires of 


pride, will needes climbe to promotion. 
Into the heart of this conſideration if wee would 


(indeede ) enter, and (impartially) compare the yanitie of 


theſe things with the which they ſo ſwell, with the ſudden 


and 
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and vnlooked for leſſe and departure of them, when they 
take them to their wings, we would be o farre from enuy- 
ing, that we would rather pitie their proſfperitie; {ceing 
| that for the ſame abuſes, God will runne vpon them as [- 
with more furie, becauſe they haue couered their face with 
tatneſſe, and haue collops in their flankes, 7ob 15. 26, 27. 
| Thar which we readin the Boo e of Y//edome, that the | 
mightie ſhall be mightily tormented Wiſa:6.6.can giuethem 
but poore and ſmall comfort ; if they dye without confeſ- 

{0n in their mouth,and repentance in their hearts, though 
they dyc neuer ſogreat and mightie. And that we may not | 
doubt of their fickle eſtace in theſe outward vncertaine | 
things, the Prophet (cheretore) adderh. 
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VERS. 36. 


Yet he paſſed away, and loe, hee was gone, I ſought him bnt 
he could not be found. | 


VV Here he ſheweth both what his eyes faw,and his | 


| 
experience got: namely, how hee fouad that the | 
man, who truſted to the weake ſtafte of worldly Pompe | 
and greatneſle, was ſuddenly gone, -and before hee could 
be knowne; and vrterly, to as he ſhould nener (after) bec | 
remembred. For, howſoeuer that little time, which was 
lent vito him to floriſh and ſpread in, ſeemed lo long in | 
the judgement of worldly men, that they. counted it an- | 
{werable to the greenenefle of the Bay; yet was irſo ſhort | 
indeede, and-in the-judgement of wile men ſo quickly 
gone, that it was liker (1 tid it before, and I fay it againe) 
hiker to the greene grafle, and the greene hetbe that is 
mowen, and ſuddenly withererh, or as the corne that is 
blaſted before it be growne. 2 Xing.19.26. For this caule, F 
the wicked are compared, in the Scriptures, with things | | 
of ſmalleſt continuance, as to the fat of Lambes, which is 
(cleane) conſumed, and ({uddenly ) as ſmzoake, ſal 37.20. | 


| 
to-waxe before.the fire, P[al.68.2. to a areame when one a= | 
waketh, | 
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| waketh, Pſal.73-20. and in £/4.41.11. tonothing. The re- 
toycing of the wicked (faich [ob ) 1 ſhort, and the toy of hyps- 
| crites 1 but for a moment. Tob 20. Hee faith it is /a9rt, and | 
( after )relles how Short : and further, hee ſaith; rhowgh hy 

| ; excellency mount vp to Heanuen , and hu head ES the 
| Clouds, yer ſhall hee periſh like his dung, verſe 7. which is | 
lett for euer, as a loathſome thing ; yea, he ſhall ſo bee for- 

| | gotten, that they, who have ſcene him, ſhall ſay, where is | 


| he ? verſe $8, that is, what is become of him now ? whicher | 
| is the ſtate he held, the cappes and knees he had, gone ? his 
{ honours in Court, 4s d»ſ# before the winae, how are they | 
| ſcattered? P[al.n.4.and the (tubble or chaffe of his volleſ. 
ſions, how and whither is it carried, and how hath the 
| torm of God taken it? Tob 21,18. And what maruel, fecing 
{ bee pur all his truſt in that which was nothing worth,and 
woue thoſe webbes which will make no garment, and be- 
| ſtowed his labour, vpon that which will not couer him ? 
| E/4.59.5,0. 

All this may teach vs,that the wicked (which are great) 
| can leaue neither floriſhing rootes, nor laſting name be- 
| hinde them.For beſides that their ftrokes ſhall bee at once, 
" P/al.64.7. and God will ſuddenly viſit them, as in a raine | : 
of ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and ſtormy tempeſt, rhar 
i" will make a quicke hand and riddance where it falls, P/al. 
11.6.Their yery name after their death ſhall feele a greater { 
ſtroke of God vponit , in that wound of reproch thact ir 
| | ſhall beare, and diſhonour that ſhall nor bee done away : | 

thenthey that ſee it ſhall ſay ; How are the thingr of E/au 
| ſought out . how are hu hiaden things ( or as ſome reade) 
Nh treaſures ſearchea ? Obad.6, Their name (ball be put ont, 
ſaith One, Plal. IL It fall be written 17 the duſt, (:ith 42110= 
ther, Ier. 17. 13. My text laith,chey paſſe away and cannot 
be forend: or there are but certaine rootes of houſes, where 
| $:. goodly houſes Rood : What was the memorial! of «Lna- 
| /eck? Exod. 17. 14, Whzt bur a fearefull overthrow and | 

| thing torgorten? ſuch 2 reward from God ſhall the memo- 
| riall of the wicked have, where the remembrance of Io/rah 
A | | (a yertuous Ruler) /aall bre [meete a5 hony in all monthes, | 

| | 
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and as muſicke at a banket of wine; Eccleſ. 49. 1. The name 
| of the wicked ſhall rot, Prou,n0.7. And where the Lord ſaid 
to Moſes, I know thee by name, Ex1d,3-.22. Danid ſaith 
of the wicked, [wil make no mention of their name with 
my lips, -/al. 16.4. 
And thus their glory is turned to their ſhame, and their 
name aboue ground hath no better ſmell, then their car- 
keſſe in graue : and what maruell,fceing they are in no cre- 
dit with God, the onely thing chat purchaſeth true credit 
with men? for God will diſhonour them that would not | 
honour him; and they that defpiſe him, ſpall be deſpiſed, 
1 $am1.:.30, Beſides, it is iuſt that men ſhould hane their | 
eltimation according to their deeds: for, ſpeake well and 
heare well, doe well and haue well,and earne a good name 
and take it : but hee that ſinneth muſt needes take ſhame, 
he ſhall not continue in honour; and when hee dieth, his 
name ſhall periſh with him : or, hee ſhall gor hence, as a 
candle ill pur out, that leaueth a ſtinke behinde it: for ſo 
fall hus beautie conſume, when he ſnall goe from bu houſe to 
graue,Pſal.49.14. , | 
Let great men confider this,and ye that call your Lands 
o| + | after your owne name, forget itnot. They that would haue 
a good name when they are gone, mult deſeruc ithere : for 
ſuch ſhall be well ſpoken of, or they haue wrong if they | 
| benot: but what wrong hath a godleſſe Atheift, a coue- 
tous varlet, and impious finner to be buried in the duft of | 
his own ſhame? And whar lye is it,not to {peak well of him | 
or her that never did well? wee haue an ill prouerbe a- 
mong vs, ſpoken in ieſt, but praQiiſed in carnelt ; wh:ch is, 
that Plaine dealing 134 Lewell, but he ſhall dye abeggar and | 
| poore that w/eth it. And (therefore) as we read of Duony- 
frus, that becauſe he never ſailed more proſperouſly then 
| { when he tzad robbed che Church of Dana, he concluded, ' 
p | that the way to haue the fauor of the gods,was t9 796 therr | 
Churches: fo by a falſe interpretation of Gods ſecrer | 
waies, ſome perſ{wade themlclues,that becauſe the wicked | 
here flo:ith for a while, wickedneile is the way to floriſh | 
with them ; and therefore putting their Maſters comming 


2 farre | 
Mid IE 


W__—_——  — — — — ____®}_ — — 


| 


——  ———  c — 


Sow” 


— 
— 


- _— — ry ride < ——EI—_ _ = 


er Arc 


ener | 
pa. The ſhort proſperitic of the wicked, 


_ | 


farre off,they ſmite, rower, with the fil of wickedneſſe,and 
of many wrongs, their innocent fellow ſeruants.AZCzr.2 
48,49. Some (againe) thinke to get a name,and to be fa- | 
mous, if it be bur for milſchiefe, that is, ſuch a name, and 
| ſuch glory as Eroftratus gate by burning Dean's Temple. 
Bur neither thar Tyrant, nor this Lacendiarie, liue in any 
other name now then ſuch as the Diuell himſ{clfe may be 
aſhamed of, | 
| Andforthoſc who were much applauded in their times 
for wile,and valiant,and ouer-topping men{being (other- 
wayes )vicious and finfull ) what did after times, and what 
| do ours ſay of them? Ve read what the time once thought 
of Haman,and how freſh his root was before his Soueraign, | 
Heſter 3.1,2. But becauſe it was ſet in cuill Workes, how | 
ſhort a time had it? And who doeth not (now ) honour 
godly Mordecat, who was once ſo poore and baſe, not 


regarding , but (greatly ) contemning that other proud 
Courtier, whoſe name to ſhon, for a while, couered with 


the robes of the Kings fauour 2 Who had ſuch an opinion 
for goodneſſe and holineſſe, as the Phariſes once had? And 
now, who can patiently endure the name of Phariſe, thar 
knowes what a Phariſe was? Anddid not wicked Herod, | 
| who | aliue) was reputed a God ; dying giue vp bis name | 
with his life to the wormes ? e {&s 1 2.23. So Achitophels 
politicke head after it had bin in a halter, what name did it 
| lezue ? 2 Sam. 17.23, how glorious was Wolſey and Gur- 
diner once ? and how did Boner, the Popes flaughterman, 
| onceruifle, when he ſent ſo many Innocents {ſo cruelly )by 
fire, to martyrdome ? and {yer ) what are their execrable 
W | names now, tO the blefſed names of thoſe whoſe /ife they 
i thorght tobe maaneſſe, ana their end without honour, W iſd. 
5.4. and who (now) had not rather be a Hoeper, a ( runs 
mer, a Latimer, Bradford, and Ridley, then the greateſt of 
theſe? alſo, I zboths name,isit not now farre better then 
Ahabs that was jold to finne, and Jezebels that was gereen to 
: Dogges ? and they thar ſtoned him, doe (I doubt not) now 
wiſh that they had bin ſtaned for him. 


| 
| May it not be taid of alltheſe, and of all like theſe, thar 
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they are paſt and gone; their houſes, their Empires, their 
names and all, lcauing their poſteritie, the heires of their 
di-honour ? haue they nor all in their names of diſcredit, 
made their juſt account for a!l the pleaſures and vniuſt 
peace of their life pafl? and what is left vnto them of all 
their former glory and vnruly greatneſſe, but that which 
they are the righteſt owners of; reproach and infamic 
throughout all ages? Bur let ys paſſe to that other part of 
this Scripture,the moſt certaine and conſtant happineſſe of 
the righteous, leauing the wicked in their ſhame, andeter- 
nall blacke night, 


A 
— — he ti — 


VERS. 37» 


CHMarke the upright man,and behold the inſt : for the end of 


that man 18 peace. 


6 [tg are worthy the marking and ſeeing, and the end 


they come vnto, is worth the hauing : for they are vp- 
right andinſt men, and their end 75 peace. By the vpright 
and iuſt man, wee may vnderſtand the man that is godly, 


both in habit of minde and behauiour or good, both in | 


heart and conuerſation: and by peace,the Prophet meaneth 
tranquilitie here,and eternall reſt from our labours in hea- 
uen; this tranquilitie is of minde,and in Criſt : for in the 
world we ſhall haue afflition, [oz 16.3 3. The cect of all 
is: the profperitie of the wicked doth quickly come, and 
ſuddenly paſſe : but the peace of the righteous comes in 
their latter end,and continues world without end, Where 
the Prophets meaning is, that the godly muſt firlt meetc 
with troubles, and then haue peace : (firſt) owe 7 teares, 
and then reape inioy, Pſal.126.5. and (firlt ) be racked ,and 
thea deliuered, Heb.1 t.35. ſomuch he giues vs to learne in 


Croſſe; and this Crofle of Chriſtians triumpheth nor here: 
here, a!l that wil lie godly, muſt ſuffer perſecution, 2 Tim. 
2-12. and from 2fflictions, not irom our beds of caſe, we 


aretaken to heauen : for through many atilictions , as 
| N 3 through 
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| 

| 

| 

| 

this verſe : for the tenure that Chriltians hold by, is the 
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through the ſiraight gate, we mult paſſe thither,o A&s 14. | 
22. and great reaſon, we {ſhould climbe with ſome difficul- 
tie this raountaine of bliſſe, P/al. 15.1. for why ſhould not 
we (the members,of Chriſt )be like our head as well in his 
crowne of thornes as in his crowne of glory, and as wil- 
lingly in bis cup, as in his precious faluation ? or, how can 
| we thinke that God ſhouid wipe away our teares in ano- 
ther life, when wee haue ſhed none in this? eApoc.21.4+ 
and how can we be taken out of miſerie, when ( here ) wee 
know no woe ? Afﬀiction (then) being beth our begin- 
| ning and middle, as peace isourend, it wee be right Chri» 
| ſians; our way to heauen is marked out vnto ys, and the 
| markes of our direct way thither, are perſecutions in this | 
world,before wee can obtaine eternall life in the world to 
come, Mar.10.50. But doc nee flwimme in delights, that 
ſhould ſwim through a Sea of burning glaſſe? Exod.1 5.2. 
Is our beginning peace? are our mid-dayes all in peace? 
that is, haue we perpetuall peace and quietnefle in our bo- 
{ dies and ſoules, goods and good name: when peace in all 
theſe is promiſed at our end, not before and after our war= 
fare accompliſhed,not while we are in the field ? then wee 
| goc notas we are directed by our markes,tofaluation. Ir is f 
a narrow way of little eaſe,and wee arein a broad way of 
| pleaſures, Mat.7.13.14. it is vp-hill thither, and wee goe 
| downe-hill, that js,not toward it, burfromit ; and it is a 
way of many troubles,but we hue at caſe in Sion. 
By all this we may well know that we are out of that one 
{ right & plaine way to life. Where onthe other fide,if in our 
names we ſuffer,for our zeale in the Law : if we mourne(in 
our ſoules) for toe finnes we behold in the world,and can- 
| not maſter in our ſclues : if we will looſe our goods, rather 
then a good conſcience in any commandement : and put 
not vp the {word of the ſpirituall batraile till corruption be 
done away,which will neuer be whiles we be here, Row, 
! 8.7.Gal.5.17, wee know by this our way to happineſle ſo 
| Painfull and troubleſome, that we are not fur from the king- | 
| dome of God, And ſo we may conclude that they are fooles, 
| and not wiſe, who thinke thoſe belt that are ar OPS 
cre, 
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here, & thoſe freeſ from milery,that are furtheft from rou- 
bles. But what Oxe is likeftto come, firſt to the Butchers 
axe? That which is fed inthe beſt paſtures, or which is 


| kept in the bareft grounds? Surcly the fat Oxe is neerer 


the ſlaughter, then that which is kept low for ore, or ſer- 
uice, So Chriſtians, fatted with eafe, and pampered with | 
the pleaſures of life, are in greater danger of the Butcher 
of Hel}, then they that are kept low with troubles, and 
haue the World for their enemie, and not at their will, as 
Satans ſtalled men have, And here let all that are oppre(- 
ſed of thoſe fat kine of Baſhan, that feede in the Moun- 
taines of Samaria : Am.4-1. all that are thruſt at by the ſar 
and ſtrong ſheepe of theſe Worldly paſtures, Ezech.34.21. 
All that are troden dowae by the mighty and proud, that 
ſo ſpreade among vs, neuer faint in their troubles; or, 
when they ſuffer A rightcouſnes,in ſo direR away to Hea- 
uen, goe backe with feare and diſcouragement, becauſe 
of theſe beginnings : For, peace will come, at leaſt when 
their end comes; for, their end is peace. Hetherto ſerues 
that comfortable, and moſt ſweer exhortation of our Savi- 
our Chriſt ro the Chriftians of his time, and /inthem) to 
vs at this day : Feare yee not them which kill the body, and are 
wot able to kai the ſeule, but feare him who ts able to deſtroy 
both ſoule and body in Hell. Math.10.28. Becauſe the heart 
of man will euer feare ſome thing, Chriſt celleth vs whom 
wee ſhould feare, and what, that wee may nor feare, where 


{ there is no cauſe, nor, where there is cauſe, bee ſcnſeleſle. 


At any hand, hee will not haue vs to feare man too much; 
for, thatis anote of them that feare him too little, Andif 
we neede not to feare mortal! man, living in the true feare 
of the immortall God, what cauſe is there chat wee ſhould 
bee ſhaken with their wrongs, as leaues ſhaken with the 
winde, when they are ſo mooued againſt ys? For, when 
they haue done their worſt, peace ſhall come, the more 
they force vs, the ſooner they ſend vs, out of our houſes of 
clay, to our houſe aboue ; and what harme isit todie once, 
that wee may live euer ? Yet, they that are ſo cruelly bent 


to harme ys, haue but a borrowed power ouer vs, and wee 
no 
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10 more Maſters of our lives, then the leaft Spider is of | 
theirs, which by permiſſion can kill them, aſloone, and 
deadly, as by power giuen them, rhey can kill vs, Which 
| being well and rightly conſidered, how weake is 01T faith, 
| and how little worth, that will bee ſo much diſmaide with 
| the filly blaſts of ſimple men, whole power is morrall, and .: 
bounded by a higher power ? Some,in alittle thunder from 
the Court, tune as drinke in a veſſe]l, not keeping their 
righteouſncſle, longer then they can quictly hold it with | 
the good liking of greatneſſe ; and ſome, if they bee bur * 
threatned by theſe men of might, fall downe, as if they | 
wcre killed by them. But hee that lookes for peace from | 
him that can giue 1t,and vp to him from whom onely com> | 
meth his helpe, will not be amazed for any tning that man 
can doc, For hee knowes that, if hee Keepe in with God, 
mans euill will ſhall ether bereconciled, or ſhall doe him 
no hurt, And hee that knowes ſo much, will neuer turne 
from man aſmoake, ro turne vpon God a conſuming fire, 
or make man his friend with Gods enminie. Joſeph, Damel, | 
and Damels three fellowes,hed great knowledge this way: 
therefore Joſeph, when hee was tempted to wickedneſle, 
would (inno caſe ) yeeld; Gen. 3y. Io, God was his de- | 
light, and hee could not take pleaſure in that which God 
abhorreth ; neither would he {et God againſt him,to make 
his Miftris his friend. Dame! feared the King (as was fit ) 
but feared the Lord more then all Kings; and therefore 
when the King commanded that which was diſhonourable 
to God, the higheſt King , hee rather yeclded his body co 
| the Lions,then his obedience in ſuch a matter, Day.6.10.16 
Alſo Damel; three fellowes muſt cirher bow to an Idole, 
or burne in a fierie furnace, ſeuen times heated ; Day. 3, 
I5-. 19, but what of that? Not doubting but the God 
| whom they ſerued wold deliver them, as they knew he was 
| able; they denied ro ſerue any but him,that is Lord of all; | 
| and yet (if hee ſhould not deliver them) they would never || 
bee drawne to doe the Kings commandemenrt againſt his, | 
Dan.6.17.18, Thus they icſolued, and no threatnings of 
| Tyrants, nor iniuries of men could alcer them. The reaſon 
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this Scripture:here ic is apparent what an intereſt they have 
in God, andto his gracious prouidence, that ate vpright | 


—— cc 


was, they tooke his word for their peace, who promiſeth 
to deliver his; and therefore they fainted not, in any af- 
fAiRion. They knew that it cannot but bee well with them 
that feare the Lord, and doe reuerence before him; that is, 
well at the laſt: Eccleſ.8.12. Though not ſo with the ſinner 
whom God ſpareth long, though hee do: euill an hundred 


times; that is, ſinne without end or meaſure, for it ſhall not | 
be well to him, neither ſhall he prolong his dayes.ver.I 3, 


But roproccede further with you, in ſome furthec benefic of 


and juſt men, Their end is peace,that is,they cannot milca- 
ry, and they ſhall bee ſure to ſpeede well at the laſt, that 
make him their confidence. And that Gods children ( iuft 
and vpright men) in whoſe heart his Word is, ſhall not 
want ſafety and comfort long, Damnid in another Pſalme 
reacheth vs, for ſpeaking of ſuch, Pſa/. 34. 9. hee ſaith that 
nothing ſhall be wanting to them,that is, nothing that for 
them ſhall appeare to be (abſolutely andneceſſarily) good, 
For the Angel of the Lord ſhall keepe them, wer/e 7. and 


them, ver.18.19. and how can they periſh, ver. 22. his eyes | 
are ypon them, verſe 15. hee ſeeth theirtroubles, and cares 
open to them, he heareth when they crie. Doth he ſee and 
heare, and will heenot regard? Nay, but he redeemeth the | 


they can take no hurt, andthe Lord himſelfe will deliver | 


hh 


ſoules of his ſeruants, and they ſhall not bee deſolate, but 
they that hate them, ſhall, ver.21. And though Danid him- | 
ſelfe was in many perils, ar home by Sax/, abroad by other | 
enemies; yet neither Sal nor they could take his pillow | 
from him ar night,burt he didlie downe in peace, and (lecp, | 
having his dwelling in ſafety. Pſal.4.8. And this, becauſe | 
hee had the promiſe of God for a wall about him. Daniel 
among the hungry Lyons, came out ſafely : Day.6,23. and 
Damels three tellowes in a very hote furnace walked ſe-: 
curely, and without hurt, Dav.3.25. So Pauls deliverances 
were as many as his troubles, afflied on every fide, yer not 

in diſftreflez in pouertic,bur not overcome of pouctty, per- 


ſecuted, but not forſaken, caſt downe, but he periſhed not. | 
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2 Cor.4.8,9. For hee ſhooke off thele vipers with ſafety, 
Af.28.5. and they had no power againft him, to hurt him, 
Thus the iuſt haue beene, are, and ſhall be del1uered. and it 
cannot bee other wile; for the Lord beiag their ſhield, 
they that ſtrike at them, muſt ſtrike through him, before 
they can de touched ; they are thoſe faithtull ſeruants, and. 
loyall ſubieAs,whom a good Maſter, and gracious Prince | 
will countenance. And where they that are obedient ſer- 
| uants to a good Maſter, are in fauour,and grow in wealth: 
{ ſhall wee thinke that vpright, and juſt men { the good ſer- 
| uants of God ) canlong liucin miſery, and die vnrewar- 
ded? Hath godlinefle, the promiſe of this life, and of that 
| | to come? I 79.4.8. Andſhal the godlymiſle of their peace, 
18 here and hereatcer, now and continually? Surely, it the 
Couecnant that God hath made berweene the day and night 
F-b can be broken, /er.33.20. this may bc: or, if ir can faile to 
\f | bee day and night 1n their ſeaſon, the vpright mans peace 
1 may faile, when his end is come. Dama knew this, and 
| | therefore in another Palme, ood vpon it, with a verely, 
there is fruit for the righteous, az ſurely, asrhere is a God | 
that iudgeth in the carth. P/a/,58.11. Heres a plaiftcr of | 
much vertue, and of as much good vſe, for the ſorcs of | 
| thoſe broken conſciences, which Sathan hath wounded for 
| well-doing. With the ftorme in their taces they cannor {ee 
how it ſhould bee peace, whete there are ſo many ski-mi- | 
ſhes in the houſe, and without doores; fo many al:crati- 
ons and breakings, and ſo mucha doe, to obtaine a dayes | 
truce with the enemie of their peace, But marke the vp- 
right man, and behold the juſt; that is, looke vpon them | 
with a Spirituall eye, and as when men marke a thing that 
racy ſtill xeep? theireye vpon; and yee ſhall finde nothing, | 
bur peace in all their wayes, Their falles'make them wary 
and circumipec, how, and where they walke : their bufte- | 
) | tings humble them, that they may bee raiſed ; their bitter 
*n | draughts, are compounds of the Lords owne making to | 
' purge them : their complaints of the want of taith, are the 
| belt kinde of faith ; andlelt they ſhould decay in zeale, at- 


| Aiaons are the bellowes to blow the firc. Alſo we know | 
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 delivereth him out of them all, P/al. 34-19, Andthe ApoftleS. 
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thatailrhings worke together ec for the beſt, vato them that loue 
God, and are called ofh:s purpoſe, Ram. 8, 28. Andif all things, | 
then »flictions,then Sacans r2ve, and the Worlds vniuſt alice { 
for good deedes, For what a:c thele,other then certaine bicter | 

remedies to correQtour corruptions,or exerciſes of Gods graces | 
in vs,to trie how much we wil {ufter for his ſake? And who can | 
dene the name and worke of p:ace, to theſe remprations that | 
are fent,not to conſume vs|.ke drofle, but torefine vs like gold? | 
Oc, is this end of them, any other then peace? Bur (ſpecially ) 
"i concerneth the eagles that are inflifted vpon the righte= 
ous, by the Worlds ſpite, and by Tyrants that ſecke their life. | 
And it affureth them, whatſoeuer their troubles are,and of what 
maliceor greatneſle ſo ever they be that trouble them, their de- 
liverance (which is their peace) ſhall come. Many are the af- 


flictions of the righteous, yea, great, and many; yetthe Lord 


Panl, ſpeaking of the 81: ions Fs came vnto him at Anti- 
ochia,at Iconium,and at Liſftri,faich,bur from them al the Lord 
delivered me, 2 Tim. 3-11. The Church ftories afford vs a large 
r-ading in this argument, and the booke of God is plentifull 
in this matter; alſo,[ haue ſpoken ſufficiently hereof (already) 
for comfort, Bur now, it wee will have our parts with iuſt and 
vpright men in theſe deliuerances, and in their peace; we muſt | 
waike vprightly, and by fteps of ri ;\ghreouſneſſ: come to receiue | 
our parts in them, with the people whom God will ſaue. The 
Lord that promiſed his Angels to vs in our wayes, Pſal.g1.1T- 

hath made vs no promiſe of (afctie by them in other wayes, 'In 
the good way of a Chrittjan life, we are ſure to be kept: but it | 
is the Diue!l that tels vs, wee ſhall be ſoin any way, 1ath.q.6. | 
The vpright andiuſt men ſhall have peace, ſhall it therefore be 
well to the wicked? Wee haue heard God, by Salomon, to ſay 
no: and Eſay faith there 15 no peace tothe wicked, Eſa.g7.2%.| 
that is, none either with, or for them, Had Zimrs peace who | 
llew his Maſter ? 2 Kmg.9.31. lezebcl (that painted dogges-| 
meate) could rell he had nor, And indeed, what peace (25 /2h# 

ſaid to [eberam) where [ezebel and her fornications,the wicked, 
and their wicked dezdes are? 2 Km9.9.22. Doe men gather 


grapes of thorues * Math. 7.16. Thatis, will the rape of peace, 
Q 3 grow 
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"wn _ | grow vpon the thorne of wickedneſſe, Ler there be no roote 
| amang you ( ſaith Moſes) rhat bringeth foorth gall ana normse- | 
up | wood, Dent,29.18. And why no ſuch rote of bitternes among | 
7M ; them ? H- (after) giues the reaſon, becauſe there is no bleſſing 
| init : it is that roote of finne, whoſe doome is the curſe, and 
whoſe endis to be burned. Heb.6.8. For he (faich Moſes ) when 
| he heares the words of the curſe, bleſſeth himſelte in his neart, 
| faying,I ſhall have peace,thougn he walke in the ubbornes of 
| his heart, and adde drunkenn: {ez ro thirſt, But ſhall it b- < ſo? | 
| Shall he have peace that walkerh in his finnes ſtubbornely ? No 
| faith thar man of God the Lor&will not be mercitfull co him; 
{ bur the wrath of the Lord, and his iclouſie ſhall ſmoake again(? 
| 


him,and euery curſe thatis written in the booke ofthe law ſhall 
light bim,1ill it have put out his name from vnder heauen. Der. 
29.19.20. Thereforeitis butrhe poiſon of fAlattery ( a poiſon 
which ſtriketh tothe heart; that perſwadech the ſinner that ke 
may live in f11,2nd die in peace. For God, by Ezezchielcelles vs, 
that, ſeeing he hath ſo done, he ſhall are the death, and his blood 
| all beewpon him, Ezecn.18.13. And how can wee thine, that 
hauing had (all our lite time) warre with Godin our finnes we | 
ſhould eaſily bee reconciled ro him on our death bead ? Yer 
fooles and vnwiſe fo thinkez or,whatis their hope when they 
lie' a dying ? Surely, their hopeis as the dead hope of a Male» | 
facorin priſon, who puts of the gettivg of his pardon, cill che | 
ludge be come to condemne him, But we ate called to a better 
| hope: let vs therefore walke as the vpright man, and not pur 
{ off, as ſinners : ſo ſhall our end be peace, when theirs ſhall bee | 
[1n deficuRioo. 1 In this mind and courſe,though the world (all 
| count vs vnhappie, yet we muſt thinke our ſelues, and the wiſe 
| will iudge vs the moſt happie men. And I pray yov, who was 
| more happie,L 1E&r#5 going from his ſores, and pouerty to hea- 
| uzn:orthe rich man,thac went t:0 his our ple, and delicQe fare to 
Hell? Luk. 16.22,23. We fay thatthe end micesall ; & Phile- | 
| {ophy laith, that no man is either happie, or miſcrable, tat is, | 
rruely ſo, before his end. If we cannot bee fowiſe as Chriftians | 
ſhould, vet it is ſhame,to be more fooliſh the the heathen were 
And what reaſon (then)to judge of men by their preſ2nt ſtates, 


| when it is nor the preſent, bur furu; e, nor this rempora!,but that 
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other crernall condition of blifſe, or vahappines char mult gi1 give 
vs Our 1ult (Randard,or meaſure in theſe matters ? And theretore 
it is ſaid to good purpoſe, by the Prophet further in this verſe, | 
CHMarke and behold, Fe, Theſe two words are added 25s a 

 brid!2, ro keepe vs in, that we runne not into raſh judgement, | | 
wherwee heare of the many troubles of the godly, and of the | 
| few of tnoſe that offend, even with purpoſe of heart to doe : 

| wicked!ly, For great fooliſhneſle i is bound yp to our iudge- | 
ments, ſo farre foorth as wee conſift of fleſh, and ſee as natu;all | 
men : our reaſon is exceeding weake: and for our naturall light, 
what is it but darkeneſie and errour? And therefore grcat need 
we haue of this bridle or bit, from haftie opinion, Great need 
| 1 fay, leſt wee binde a falſe note (not onely ) co mans courſes 
which we vnderftand not, (but een) to Gods molt wiſe coun- | 
| fels, which no man can know, For this cauſe, the Propher bids 
vs to marke and behold, as it were, to looke with both eyes, 
dilgently to conſider, and faithfully to lay vp the experience 
chat we gather in ſuch h1gh matters : not co take things as they 
appeare preſently, but as the end leaues them, When a man 
 runnes very tafſt and ſwiftly,his eyes will dazleat things; ſo will 
they not when hee goes faire and ſoftly, or with a deliberate | 


| Pace, In like manner, let/vs goe deliberately, and wilely for- 
ward in our judgements, and they will not dazell at the pro- 
ſperitie of the wicked thatare ſuddenly ſer vp; and where 0- 
thers make more haſte then good fpeede to ſalute them, Is | 
hppie, wee will take leaſure and time to our opinion of them, $ 
and ſay, their end is not yer, From hence wee learne not to: 
judge any man, by his preſent outward eſtate, tobe happie, or | 
miſerable. For whatſocuer we ſee in men to day, may be miicii 
altered ro morrow, and the laſt may be firft. AZatth, 20.16, 
. And this true judgement in things and of perſons, if it were | 
right! y conſidered, and 1 wee would wiſely iudge of them by | 
their ends,and not as they feeme ; would lay vs from being ot- 
f-nded to a fretting at the wicked for their ſudden proſperitie : 
or to2 condemning of the inſt for their preſent diftrefſe, The 
contrary mutt ne edes rake vs ſtumblein tudgement, and to be | 
offended with our troubles when they continue long, I lay | 


ſtumble in judgement ; for what man, it hee ſhould judge of 
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[obs election by that which he ſometimes pake,and of Durzds | 
by that which he once did; the one when hee ſpake fo ynadui- 
| ſedly againtt God, /gb 3.6.10.13. chaprers : tac other when he | 
lay in fo toule ſheeres hauing defiled his bed with adultery,and | 
| | the murther of his dearett icruant Vrzah, 2 Sami rig y.ts.17. 
crit he ſhould weigh Jerexze at the rate of that which he {pake | 
{ 10.9 dittemper : and Chriſthimſelte ar that, which (as man) | 
| 111 te hoteft tornace of his paſſion he complained of his to his | 
| father, namely that he had forſaken him, /er.t2.t.G 20.14.15, 
16,17,18, A/at.27.40. What man (1 ſay) if hee ſhoulc thus 
iucve, ſhould not condemne (euen) the generation of Geds | e 
| children,and the fonne bimſelfe 2 who would thinke that AZ7o- 

| {es and Aaron, two old mea (the one foureſcore, the other a- | 
boue) Exo4.7.7. could, going to Pharaoh with a lictle rod in | 

| their han&,bring the children ot Ifracl out of Egypr in deſpight 

of Pharaoh, the King thercot ? Exo4.6.26, yet they refuſed not 
the ſcruice at Gods commandewent, being old men, and fur- | 
niſhed with imple mcanes : where if they had reſted on no | 
| more then that which they ſaw or was preſent,they would ne- 
| ucr haue belceued they conld haue forced a great King in his 
| owne Kingdome to ler his pritoners goe ; but they faw him, ! 
il | and in him (chat was inuifivle) great faluation, and greater | 
power then cither Pharaoh, or all the Pharaohs of the earth 
WW. [- . could refilt; and therefore ſuſpended all iudgement of fleſhto | 
| the contrary. Whole hart would not faile him(it he ſhoulderuſt | 
| his eyes) to ſeethe ſucceſle of a battaile to hang vpon a yourh, | 
[ : fighting (hand to hand) with a great armed Gyant, and man of | 
war; & not with ſpcate OT ſhield,bur with a ſirag ia his hand,aud | 
fine [mnooth ſtones? 1 Sam. 17. 33+40. Sur! doubted how it 
could be, but Daxid doubted not,ver.z3. Saul could belceue 
no more then he ſaw; Darid beleeued God, and had ſeene his 
T4 6 | power before, ver.35.36. which bee alſo (then) ſaw in a ſorr, 
| waiting forthe end : and this end was it, that his eyes were 
| vpon by faith, by which he recciucd it defore it came, Gracons 
men that were left, were but 3co. bur his enemies Jay in the 
| valley like Graſhoppers, [ndg. 7.6. 12. and what mult theſc 
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three hundred haue in their han.1s ? nothing but Trumpets in 
one hand,andemprie pitchers with lamps in another: and waat 
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muſt they doe ? blow their Trumpets and breake their pitch- | 
ers : and what ſhall enſue when this is done ? The Lord will /2r | 
variance in the hoste, and ſetting entry mans ſword vpon bu | 
netghbor,cauſe them to flie,ver.16,20, 22, And now, who mea- | 
ſuring theſe things with the eye, can thinke that ſo few ſhould | 
be able to driue to many with ſo weake purſuers? But Grdeoz 
looked to the end, and (tajed nor in the meanes,and {o marked 
and beheld till the end came. So /ora betore him,mult breake | 
avwne the wals of Terico: but with what warlike engine, with 
what rain of iron mult he doe it? with blowing ſenen Trumpets 
of rams hornes ( ſeuen times) with a ſhout, and with no other 
power, [oh 6.13,15,16. God ſpake it, /o/pxa beleeved it ; and 
the wats of the Cite, at the appointed time, fe/l downe,ver. 20, | 
To heape vp more examples would be too long and necdeletle | 
in fo plaine a matter. | 
The conhideration of this that hath bin ſpoken, as it is a re- 
proofe of all haſty and raſh judging of matters and perſons be- 
fore the time : ſo it cannot but miniſter great conſolation to the 
godly,where there js lictle in the meanes and time to gine them 
hope; for though preſently they can ſee nothing that 18 for their 
helpe, and though in troubleſome difficulties, all things (lee- | 
mingly) make againſtthem; yet comfort and delruerance will 
Come from 070 place or another, Heſt. 4+ I 4+ And ſo wee haue | 
heard how we may faile in judgetnent, if wee tuage taings or | 
perſons raſhly, or before the time. Now as wee may erre m 
iudgement, ſo we may be offended at the things that come, it 
we waic not forthe end; that is,offer not our obedience in wai-| 
ting for it: which would be conſidered of choſe, who if the 
Lord ſuſpend his antiver and helping of them atter ſome time 
that they haue-praied for a hearing, doe through an impatient | 
ſpiri:,forſake all, both attendance,and hopes. And{ here)tame, 
who can bee violent at firſt and for ſome time, are euen cit to 


— 


| 


the heart when they are put to a longer day : but ro be vehe- | 
ment 2 while, and not importunate long for the good things 
eat we aske according to the good minde of God in his word, | 
is {beſides the loſle of our labour) a deſerued falling from the 


fruit of our requeſts, which (by the meanes of ſuch faintings) | 
muſt needes faile vs. To remcdie all tis, we mult wair (conti- 
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nually ) by the word for our/enlargement in troubles when 
' they tarry long. Bur beſides this (inne of impatience in marters | 
; that concerne our (clues : wee may fiane againſt God by frer- 
ting againſt others, namely, the wicked that are lift vp, if wee 
fondly meaſure them by their preſent eſtate, and not wiſely by | 
their end. Damid, becauſe hee (once) meatured them with the 
wrong meaſure of that that was prelent, confefleth that hee | 
was fooliſh and ignorant this way, P/a/.7 3.22. And how ma: | 
ny beſides him (overmaienno ill men) hath this falſe interpre- 
| tation of happineſle, inh ort and quicke blaze (ſuch as ſhe | 
maketh in wicked men) pur into intollerable firs of choller 2- | 
gainit God ? How much haue they bin offended, and how ill |- 
| haue they taken ir that the wicked ſhould fare ſo well, and the 
godly no berter ? It appeareth by the firlt verſe of this Palme, 
that in Daxias time, many were oucrcome of this temptation, 
| who in other things could ſtand ſure: and (all) becauſe they | 
forgat the wicked mans miſerable end, and the happy end of 
therighteous. But this I rouched ſufficiently in the beginning, 
becauſc'it is the maine {cope of this whole P/a/me, and, there. 
fore I leaue it (andall that hath bin ſpoken beſides) to God, 
-| and to the worke of hs grace,who 15 able tobuild ou further,and 
to gius you aninheritance among all them that are ſanftified, 
eAQHs 20.32. The Godof peace, that brought againe from the 
dead our Lord leſus the great ſhzpheard of the ſheepe through 
the bloud of the exerlaiting conenant ,make you perfett inall 

good workes to doe his will; working in you that 
which 1s pleaſant in his ſight through leſus 
( brift ; to whom: be praiſe 

for ener and ener, 

Amen, 


hd 


| 


NE COR 


FI NIS. 


